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ROXBURY ZONING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 14, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Conway called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
Regular Members Present: James Conway, Kim Tester, Alan Johnson and Elaine Curley 
Alternates Present:  William Horrigan, David Miller, Curtis Smith 
Staff Present:  John Cody and Karen Eddy 
Public Present:  None 
 
SEATING OF MEMBERS 
Chairman Conway seated regular members Johnson, Tester, Curley, Smith for Loya and himself.    
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting – October 11, 2016:  
MOTION:  To approve the minutes as amended:  (Page 2, para.7, last sentence – change or to of.   Page 3, para.5, 
4th sentence – change or to of).  Motion by Smith, seconded by Tester and approved with one abstention  
 
BUSINESS 
Farmer’s Market 
Chairman Conway noted the Commission had received advice from the town attorney at the October meeting.  
Mr. Cody noted that we have not received a proposal from Mr. Diebold.  Without a proposal before the 
Commission, Chairman Conway questioned whether the Commission wanted to spend time on this issue right 
now.  Mr. Diebold had originally proposed the idea of housing a Farmer’s Market in one of his existing barn.  There 
was discussion as to whether the Commission wanted to develop a regulation that laid out general guidelines 
governing Farmer’s Market’s within the special permit process.  These could cover such issues as minimum 
acreage, hours of operation, vendor count, parking, etc. Mr. Cody noted that the town attorney suggested that a 
State Farmer’s Market certification could be required as part of the special permit process.  Mr. Smith suggested 
that a starting point would be to answer the questions asked by the town attorney in her memo. 
 
Mr. Miller discussed the state requirement for a Farm Certificate.  Tax exempt status and 490 Status with the town 
were discussed.  Mr. Conway noted there are three phases of agriculture:   good crop land, pasture land and one 
other.  Mr. Conway noted that sales tax exemption should be a minimum requirement for establishment of 
agricultural/farm land.   
 
Answers to the general questions set out by the town attorney were discussed at length: 

 Definition of “locally-grown” 
 Sale of processed goods (cider, honey, etc.) 
 Type of shelter permitted 
 Definition of the type of farmer’s market in terms of sales arrangement including “coops”.     

 
Chairman Conway discussed the term “bonafide farm” which according to Roxbury's Assessor requires a tax 
exempt status.    
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Chairman Conway suggested moving forward with the process of developing basic standards for farmer’s markets 
under special permits as follows:    

1) Address the town attorney’s questions 
2) Use the State guidelines for Farmer’s Markets 
3) Require sales tax exemption  

 
ZBA - NONCONFORMITY ISSUES 
It was the consensus of the commission to pursue amending the current regulations to allow for a 25% expansion 
to nonconforming structures under certain conditions.  The expansion must be either up or back.  Town attorney’s 
response to Section 3.10.5 was discussed.  Mr. Smith felt it does not address his concern.  He expressed concern 
that our regulations are not clear and they are written in the negative.  He suggested that they be rewritten for 
clarity.  Mr. Miller argued that section 3.10.4 does clearly address the current question.  Mr. Cody agreed to draft 
an amendment to present to the Commission for review.   
 
REPORTS 
ZEO Report 
Mr. Cody reviewed his written report dated Nov. 10, 2016.   
 
The complaint regarding outdoor lighting at 53 Southbury Road was reviewed.  Mr. Cody was able to get voluntary 
compliance to the satisfaction of both parties.  Roxbury’s regulation, Section 5.5 was reviewed.  Outdoor Lighting 
Regulations from the Town of Washington were distributed and discussed at length. Chairman Conway noted that 
he would like to incorporate Washington’s Section 12.15.1 and asked that outdoor lighting remain on the agenda 
for further discussion. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Conway noted that the Zoning Commission will continue to work on tweaking it’s regulations as 
questions and problems present themselves. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Meeting Schedule for 2017 
MOTION:  To approve the Zoning Meeting Schedule for 2017 as presented (see attached).  Motion by Smith, 
seconded by Curley and unanimously approved. 
 
Election of Officers for 2017 
Tabled. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 P & Z Newsletter was distributed with the meeting materials. 

ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 8:39 pm.  Motion by Tester, seconded by Smith and unanimously approved.    

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen S. Eddy 
Karen S. Eddy 
Land Use Administrator 

 
These minutes are not considered official until approved at the next meeting of The Roxbury Zoning Commission 
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