
VOLUME 14, ISSUE 1 WINTER 2011

continued on page 2

ROXBURY PRIDE – CAPTURE IT

Town Updates From the
Board of Selectmen
Barbara Henry, First Selectman
Russ Dirienzo, Robert Lowe, Selectmen

bhenry@roxburyct.com

"If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, "thank you,"
that would suffice." - Meister Eckhart

This winter issue of Roxbury Today brings Season's Greetings
for a Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and soon-to-be
Happy New Year. But at press time it's the Thanksgiving
season, and the Board of Selectmen would like to express our
gratitude to the residents of this community who help make
Roxbury such a terrific place to live. The support you give
through your time, your talents, and your generous donations
to help others during the year is both appreciated and needed.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity and privilege of serv-
ing such a wonderful community.

CHRISTINE GIORDANO
The Board is sorry to report that after a long courageous fight
with polycystic kidney disease (PKD), long-time Town
employee, co-worker and, above all, friend, Christine
Giordano, succumbed to the disease on September 27, 2010.
Christine was a fixture in Town Hall for over 15 years where
she worked in the Land Use office and served the public as the
Administrator for Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals.
Along with those duties she took the meeting minutes for so
many Board and Commission meetings on a regular basis –
Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Planning, Zoning
Board of Appeals, Board of Assessment Appeals, Library
Board and Board of Education. Christine certainly left her
mark on this community even though she was a Bridgewater
resident. She was featured in an article in Voices on September
1st about being on a mission to raise awareness of the disease
and transplants.  She was a graceful lady who never brought
attention to herself or her health challenges.  Chris was
thoughtful and had a beautiful smile and way about her. We
are heartsick that this gentle soul is no longer with us and we
miss her dearly.  Especially during this Thanksgiving season,
we are so thankful that our paths crossed with Christine.

The Town would like to purchase a brick in her memory on
the Minor Memorial Library Commemorative Walkway. In
addition, because Chris was such an avid gardener, the Town
Hall employees will be planting a small garden behind the

Town Hall in the spring.  

Arlene Kershnar, Planning Commission member, is asking if
members on the Commissions and Boards Christine worked
for would like to make a donation toward the brick purchase
where all the Commission names will be listed. Please contact
her if you are interested: ahkershnar@aol.com.  Thank you.

CALLING ALL VETERANS
On November 11th, the Council on Aging, along with the
Friends of the Roxbury Senior Center hosted a Veteran's
Reception for all Roxbury veterans at the Senior Center. The
Board of Selectmen are participating in Governor Rell's effort
to build an official state memorial honoring the service and
sacrifice of CT veterans. This effort is in conjunction with
Connecticut's 375th Anniversary. Groundbreaking began in
November. An "Honor Roll of Heroes" will be displayed in a
kiosk at the memorial.  

To enroll a veteran or current member of the Armed Forces, a
$1 donation will support the memorial and have a name
included on the Honor Roll. Because this donation will help
to make this project a reality and will forever celebrate
Roxbury's resident veterans, past and present, the First
Selectman's office signed up the names of the veterans present
at the reception and will continue to collect the names before
sending them all in.  

On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, the $1 will be con-
tributed for each name on the list before being forwarded to
the CT State Veteran's Memorial in Rocky Hill, CT.

Please come into the First Selectman's office to fill out the
form, call us at 860-354-9938 or fill out the form at Union
Savings Bank in Roxbury and leave the card with them. We
will pick it up and add the names to our list.  The information
we need is: 

• Name of Veteran
• Branch of Service 
• Years of Service, if known

Thank you to all our Veterans who have served and fought to
keep us free and the military service members who are now
serving our country. They deserve our gratitude and support. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING/HOLI-
DAY SING/FESTIVAL OF TREES
The Town's Annual Christmas Tree Lighting and Holiday
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Sing will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 4th.
Following the tree lighting, the Friends of the Senior Center
will hold the 4th Festival of Trees at the Senior Center. Come
and see how they've transformed the barn behind the Senior
Center into a Winter Wonderland. Not to be missed!

JEANNETTE PUGLIO, PROBATE JUDGE
Sadly, due to the reconfiguration and downsizing of the
number of Probate Courts by the State of Connecticut,
our Probate Judge, Jeannette Puglio, will be retiring and
leaving the Roxbury Town Hall where she has worked for
the past 16 years: January 1, 1995-January 5, 2011.
Clerk, Heather Kenney, will also be leaving effective
January 5th.

The Town has enjoyed the professionalism Jeannette has
shown in executing her duties as Judge of Probate. We
have been so fortunate to have her all these years having
been re-elected without contested races. As Probate Judge,
Jeannette oversaw all aspects of probate estates in the
Town of Roxbury. Her role in the administration of these
duties has been exemplary.

OPEN HOUSE – We will have an Open House in
Town Hall for anyone wishing to stop by and thank
Jeannette and wish her well in her retirement. Stop by
on Thursday, December 23rd after 2:00 p.m. and have
coffee and dessert with Jeannette, Heather and the
Town Hall employees.

NEW PROBATE COURT
The Roxbury Probate Court will officially close on
January 4, 2011. Any matters handled by probate for the
residents of Roxbury will be handled by the newly estab-
lished Regional Probate Court, District #22 located in
Southbury. The address is:

District #22 Regional Probate Court
501Main Street South
Southbury, CT 06477
(203) 264-0641

All current and future probate matters will be handled by
the newly-elected Judge, Honorable Domenick N.
Calabrese. All matters should be referred to him at the
above number.

Welcome Judge Calabrese, we congratulate you on your
election and look forward to working with you.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you would like to volunteer on a Commission or Board,
please call the Selectmen's Office – we have an opening on

the Senior Center Board of Directors as well as an Alternate
member for the Planning Commission.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEASES SIGNED!
After many years and 27 drafts, the elementary school leases
have been signed! Thanks go to the member of the Board of
Education, in particular the Lease Committee members from
Roxbury, Chairman Greg Cava and Andy Engel, whose efforts
finally brought this event to fruition. Just one more thing to
be thankful for – among them no more lease meetings!

CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS – 
TOWN HALL COLLECTION SITE
The Selectman's Office continues to collect Cell Phones
for Soldiers. Old cell phones are recycled for cash and the
proceeds are used to buy prepaid calling cards for our soldiers
serving in the Middle East. The phones are sent to
ReCellular, which pays Cell Phones for Soldiers enough to
provide an hour of talk time per phone to soldiers abroad. 

This 501(c)(3) non-profit organization has a goal to provide
every US soldier with a way to call home for free. For more
information, please visit www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com.

The collection box is in the Selectmen's Office. With thanks
and appreciation for all the donations thus far, we have sent
in 100 used phones for this cause. This effort has also kept
these phones out of the waste stream.

HOME FUEL ASSISTANCE
Call Jerrilyn Tiso, Roxbury's Interim Municipal Agent for
Elderly Persons and Social Services person if you need
help with heating fuel assistance this winter. She can be
reached at 860-210-0201. All inquiries and information
is confidential. And remember, those who continue to
donate their 5¢ cans and bottles at the Transfer Station,
your help goes toward this much needed assistance.

continued on page 3

14th ANNUAL TOWN HALL GIVING TREE –
BE AN ANGEL, TAKE AN ANGEL
On December 1st the First Selectman's Giving Tree will be
displayed in Town Hall for the Holiday Season. The angel
tree ornaments will have a description of a gift to be pur-
chased for a local child, and for seniors and families in need
we are requesting gift cards for food or gasoline.  

NEW this year, we will also collect donations of new men's
socks, fleece throws, gum, baby wipes, toiletries, magazines,
movies, etc. to send to the servicemen from Roxbury cur-
rently serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. These items need to be
back by Friday, December 10th at the latest and do not need
to be wrapped.  
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Residents are invited to take an ornament, purchase the gift
listed on the front, then return the wrapped gift with the
ornament attached.  Gifts are due back under the tree by
Friday, December 17th. This community has always been
extremely generous with this endeavor and we appreciate all
those who participate during this giving season.  

Michael Luongo initiated and continue to hold food collec-
tions. Donations of food cards have greatly complimented
this endeavor. Dry goods should be brought to the Senior
Center and food gift cards are always accepted in the
Selectmen's Office.

TRANSFER STATION PERMITS –
It's The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
New 2011 Permit Stickers
On Sale at the Transfer Station Only
Permit stickers for 2011 are being sold during the month
of December at the Transfer Station only. New permit
stickers are required BY January 1st, 2011.  

The cost is $25 for your first vehicle, $10 for each addi-
tional vehicle and must be on your windshield. If you do
not have a new permit displayed for 2011 on January 1,
2011, you will not be able to access the Transfer Station.
A Transfer Station permit sticker will also allow you access
to the parks/pond.

***NOTE: Your taxes must be
up-to-date in order to get a permit(s)***

******************************************************
IF YOU ARE A VOLUNTEER on a Town Government
Board or Commission, OR are an active member of
our Emergency Services (FD OR Ambulance) the
Board of Selectmen would like to show a token of our
appreciation for the time you contribute by giving you
the 1st permit free. You must still show your registra-
tion information to receive it and your taxes must be
up to date.  

You are still responsible for purchasing additional per-
mits at $10/ea. Thank you again.

****************************************************
Park Stickers
If you would like to access the parks and do not need a
Transfer Station sticker, the same Park Permit sticker will
still be available at no charge in the Tax Collector's Office
upon proof of car registration and residency. It must also
be applied to your windshield and does not expire. So if
you have a current Park Permit you do not need to get
another one.

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A FOOD PANTRY?
Food donations make their way to the Selectmen's Office
through church collections and individual donations. All
food donations are distributed to Roxbury residents through
the Senior Center upstairs with the Interim Social Services
Coordinator, Jerrilyn Tiso.  Residents Stephen Foreman and

UPPER COUNTY ROAD NAME CHANGE
The Board of Selectmen, as the local traffic authority,
along with the Planning Commission's blessing, has
changed the name of Upper County Road to:

Dorothy Diebold Lane.

It was decided that this would be a fitting, lasting tribute
to honor a woman who was a tremendous friend and
benefactor of this community. This beautiful road, which
has no houses, runs alongside a section of the Diebold
farm and Gavel Preserve of the Roxbury Land Trust. Mrs.
Diebold passed away on July 6, 2010 at the age of 105.
Many thanks to her for all the generosities she bestowed
on this Town.

WINTER SAND
Winter sand is available for residents to fill 5-gallon buckets
for your own personal use. It will be stored in the red sand
shed behind Town Hall. DO NOT attempt to go in the PW
area for sand. No filling of pick-up trucks is permitted nor is
the sand available for commercial use.  

Also, please keep your vehicles parked off the roadway
during winter storms. Your cooperation is vital to help keep
winter costs down and enable the town crew to do their job
as effectively as possible. Thank you.

PW & TREATED SALT
The Town continues to use treated salt on all paved roads.
Treated salt is a common rock salt that has been enhanced
with magnesium chloride and other by-products that allow
the salt to work at lower temperatures, stick to the roadway
and inhibit rust. This system of using straight treated salt
with no sand in the mix has several advantages:

• Almost no need for street sweeping and catch basin
cleaning of sand in the spring

• No road sand to pollute local rivers and streams
• Snow in most storms will not stick to the roadway 

allowing for faster cleanup after each storm and there 
will be less icing of the roadways due to snow melt 
refreezing overnight

• Much better for the environment.

To work, this salt has to be applied to the roads before it
snows.  Not as easy as it sounds when the forecast is not
always right.

continued on page 4
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• The pre-treating allows the treated salt to stick to the 
bare pavement and when snow falls the salt will form 
a brine layer that will prevent the snow from freezing 
to the road surface.  This brine layer allows for cars 
and trucks to have traction as their tires will push 
through the slushy snow and make direct contact with 
the road.

• During a storm sand will not be used on paved roads 
- only dirt roads.  Without the sand on the pavement, 
there will no longer be the brown patches in the snow 
where many drivers looked for better traction; instead 
drivers should look for the areas of snow that look wet 
or gray.  These are locations where the salt is actively 
melting the snow, forming the brine layer where you 
will find the most traction.

• In the spring, you will not see the piles of sand in your
front yard or on the road. We will still sweep some 
roads but it will be a much faster process and less 
expensive.

Dirt roads are a different story. A sand and salt mixture will
continue to be used on dirt roads. Pre-treated salt cannot be
used on dirt roads because they will turn them into mud and
there would be more problems than it's worth.

would have liked to have the children from Booth Free
School attend. Along with our Town Historian, Timothy
Beard, there were descendants of Seth Warner present –
some travelled from Vermont. The First Selectman spoke at
that ceremony and here is her speech:

"Good morning and welcome fellow residents and visitors to
the Town of Roxbury and especially to the Gov. Oliver
Wolcott Sr. Branch #10 of the CT Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution for holding this ceremony here today
to honor our native son, Col. Seth Warner. 

An article in the Litchfield Enquirer dated November 18,
1858, described the ceremony where the remains of Seth
Warner were moved from their long resting place to this
Green where a monument was to be erected in his memory.
It said that on that Saturday in October, a violent storm blew
through. How coincidental it is that we stand here 152 years
later to remember and rededicate our native son with the
same weather of that date in history.

The article went on to say: "As he was interred 74 years
before with military honors, it was intended by the citizens
of Roxbury and others to escort his remains to this monu-
mental sepulcher in a manner that should do honor to the
very dust of the man who struck many and severe blows in
defense of American liberty."  

I'm delighted to be a part of this re-dedication ceremony
and recollection of a noble life. This Green holds the
Town's smallest cemetery and largest headstone – a granite
memorial to our Revolutionary War hero and Roxbury
native. He was born in Roxbury and died here at the age
of 41 after a life dedicated to the American Revolution.
Sadly, neither Warner nor his first cousins, Ethan Allen and
Remember Baker, all Roxbury natives, lived to see the
creation of the State of Vermont for which they had fought
so hard.

Seth Warner did not begin to gain recognition until 75 years
after his death when that ceremony took place here on the
Green. His accomplishments are inscribed on the four faces
of the stone.

In 1999 an article was written in the Rutland Daily Herald,
entitled, "Seth Warner, Vermont's Forgotten Hero."  This
hero gave his all to Vermont. They have a statue, a highway
and a land grant in his name and yet people will still say, Seth
Warner who?

While hundreds of people drive by this Green every day and
many don't realize who, or that even someone, is buried
beneath this monument to his life, Seth Warner is not for-
gotten in Roxbury. He changed the course of that war. It was

CL&P POWER OUTAGE HOTLINE
Report any disruption in service, whether storm-related
or not, by calling 1-800-286-2000.

RECYCLING & HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY REPORT
Roxbury participated in the HHW Day back in August with
the Town of Bridgewater. Roxbury had 68 people participate
and Bridgewater had 57 with many bringing in electronics.
This is the last year this event will collect electronics because
we now have WeRecycle! as a permanent collection site at the
Transfer Station. Electronics can be recycled all year along
with tires, glass, bottles, cardboard and paper.

Aside from the electronics recycling, we are working to have
Shred-It come to the Transfer Station in the spring so you
can shred all the paper you have tucked away in your attics –
old tax returns, checkbooks and statements. We will have
more information on that in the next issue.

SETH WARNER REDEDICATION –
A LITTLE HISTORY
On October 16, 2010 the Governor Oliver Wolcott Sr.
Branch #10 of the CT Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution came to Roxbury to remember and participate in
a rededication ceremony for Roxbury's native son, Col. Seth
Warner at the monument on the Town Green. It was unfor-
tunate the ceremony was on a Saturday morning because we continued on page 5
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TOWN CALENDAR
DECEMBER
1 7:00 Recreation
2 7:00 Energy Task Force
4 6:30 Tree Lighting, Town Green
6 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:30 Zoning Commission

8 7:00 Conservation Commission
9 7:30 Planning Commission

15 7:30 Historic District Commission
16 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
21 7:00 Board of Finance

7:30 Inland Wetland 
24 TOWN HALL CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE
31 TOWN HALL CLOSED NEW YEAR'S EVE

JANUARY
1 HAPPY NEW YEAR’S
3 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
5 7:00 Recreation
6 7:00 Energy Task Force

10 7:30 Zoning Commission
12 7:00 Conservation
13 7:30 Planning Commission
17 MARTIN LUTHER KING TOWN HALL CLOSED
18 7:00 Board of Finance
19 7:30 Historic District Commission
20 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
25 7:30 Inland Wetlands

FEBRUARY
2 7:00 Recreation Commission
3 7:00 Energy Task Force
7 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
9 7:00 Conservation Commission

10 7:30 Planning Commission
14 7:30 Zoning Commission
15 7:00 Board of Finance
16 7:30 Historic District Commission
17 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
21 PRESIDENTS DAY TOWN HALL CLOSED
22 7:30 Inland Wetlands

MARCH
2 7:00 Recreation
3 7:00 Energy Task Force
7 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
9 7:30 Conservation Commission

10 7:00 Planning Commission
14 7:30 Zoning Commission
15 7:00 Board of Finance
16 7:30 Historic District Commission
17 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
22 7:30 Inland Wetlands

written that he was a courageous but modest leader whose
natural disposition was kind, humble and humane.

Just like any modern day hero, be it someone in the military,
a sports figure or artist who distinguishes themselves, Seth
Warner has certified our place in the history books. He made
big sacrifices for the revolutionaries and he put Roxbury on
the map for patriotism. 

So I'm glad that through the years, we in Roxbury, and this
year with the help of the CT Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, take the time to remember not a "for-
gotten hero" but a true Roxbury hero. We want to remind
people that while he is gone, Seth Warner is not forgotten in
Roxbury. We have shown this through the years.   

In 1975, in the Nation's Bicentennial Year, the General
Assembly conferred a posthumous honor on Seth Warner,
calling him a Revolutionary War hero, by naming him an
honorary Major-General in the Connecticut Militia.  

In 1995, the Congressional Record honored him, thanks to
Senator Lieberman and the work of Roxbury resident
Edward Caco, Jr., who took up the cause of seeing that
Colonel Warner's life was properly heralded by history.

In 1996, in the Town of Roxbury's Bicentennial year I actu-
ally placed the brass marker on the east side of the monu-
ment depicting the honor and rank conferred on him back
in 1975.

Every year residents gather here for Memorial Day and the
anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks.

To quote Jack Corragio, who wrote about this ceremony in
the LCT yesterday, "The Green has long been a place for
people to congregate, to celebrate and to commemorate. It is
essentially a place of symbolic patriotism."  

Thank you to Seth Warner for his patriotism. He holds a
special place in the hearts and minds of the residents of
Roxbury and today we are helping to keep his memory alive
for future generations.  How grateful we are to call him our
own.

Inscription on North side of Monument:
Captor of Crown Point
Commander of the Green Mountain Boys
In the Repulse of Carlton at Longueil
And in the Battle of Hubbardston and the 
Associate of Stark in the Victory at Bennington

South:
Distinguished as a successful
Defender of the New Hampshire Grants

Town Updates (continued)

continued on page 6
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Probate Court News
Jeannette Puglio, Probate Judge

After 168 years the Roxbury Probate Court will officially close
on January 4th, 2011. The legislatively formed Regional
District #22 Probate Court will handle all probate matters for
the Town of Roxbury beginning on January 5th, 2011. The
consolidation of Probate Courts in Roxbury, Washington,
Bethlehem, Woodbury, Watertown, Southbury and Oxford
will form this regional court located at 501 Main Street S.,
Southbury, CT

The newly elected Hon. Domenick Calabrese will be the
Regional Probate Court Judge and will officially take office on
January 5th, 2011. All current matters pending in the
Roxbury Probate Court will be transferred to Southbury.
Historical records have been transferred to the Connecticut
State Library in Hartford and will include volumes dated 1842
through 1930 and any original papers there were in the
Roxbury Court dating from 1842 thru 1976 will also be sent
to the state library.

It is advisable for the public who may want to search Roxbury
Probate Records to begin at the Regional District #22 Probate
Court in Southbury. They have lasher fisched records back to
1976 and will be able to direct the public where to obtain fur-
ther information. It has been my pleasure to have served you
these past 16 years.

Assessor’s Office
Homeowner's Benefit and

Additional Veteran's Exemption
Applications for Homeowner's benefit and Additional
Veteran's exemption will be available at the Assessor's office
the first week in February. Applications will be mailed to those
individuals already on these programs who need to reapply.  

The qualifying income limits are $32,300 for single individu-
als and $39,500 combined income for married individuals.  

If an applicant(s) files an Income Tax Return, a copy must be
provided, if not, proof of all income must be provided.  If an
applicant(s) receives Social Security benefits, a copy of their
SSA 1099 form must be provided.  

When applying for the Additional Veteran's exemption, the
income limits for those Veterans deemed 100% disabled
through the Veterans Administration, are $18,000 for single
applicants and $21,000 combined income for married appli-
cants. Social Security benefits are not considered..   

If you have any questions, please contact the Assessor's office.
Office hours are Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am to 12:00
noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm and Friday 9:00 am to 12:00
noon. Telephone 860 354-2634.

Town Updates (continued)

And for bravery and sagacity, energy
And Humanity
As a partisan officer in the
War of the Revolution

East:
Col. Seth Warner
Of the Army of the Revolution
Born
Roxbury, CT
A resident
Of Bennington, VT from
1765 to 1784
Died in his native parish
December 26, 1784

West:
His Remains
Are Deposited Under
This Monument
Erected By Order of
The General Assembly
Of Connecticut
A.D. 1858

SMALL STEPS-BIG IMPACT

GREEN TIPS!
Go Green - Save Green!

Wash your clothes in
cold water

By using cold water instead of warm,
the average household can avoid emitting

1,281 pounds of carbon dioxide annually and
save on energy bills.

Annual Tree Lighting/

Festival Of Trees

Saturday, December 4th

6:30 p.m.
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Building Department
John Blaney,

Building Official
This time of year homeowners start to think about winter
heating of their homes. Any permanent heating device
(i.e. not portable) requires a permit from the Building
Department.

This includes Outdoor Wood Burning Furnaces, which
also have to comply with Local Zoning setbacks and the
more restrictive State DEP Regulations. Before purchas-
ing one of these units make sure your proposed location
will satisfy these Regs. The Building Department has
copies available of the Public Act # 05-227, codified as
Gen. Stat. 22a-17k concerning Outdoor Wood Burning
Stoves.

The Building Department is open 8-1 Tuesday through
Friday, 355-2948.

Social Services
Jerrilynn Tiso,

Interim Coordinator
1. ENERGY ASSISTANCE
The Interim Coordinator/Municipal Agent is currently
taking Energy Assistance applications. There are five lev-
els of assistance, each level with its own income guidelines
depending on family size. For example, for a family of
two, the income limits range from $14,570 to $41,470.
Please do not assume you are not eligible. Jerrilynn is
available at the Roxbury Senior Center, 2nd floor, every
Wednesday. Call her at 860.210.0201 for an appointment
where she will determine whether you are eligible.
Jerrilynn will also tell you what you need to bring to your
appointment.

2. FOOD PANTRY
We are very happy to announce that our Food Pantry now
has a home on the 2nd floor of the Senior Center on
South Street. Our Pantry is well-stocked with such staples
as canned vegetables, soups, rice, pasta, sauce, canned
tuna, peanut butter, etc. The Pantry is available Tuesday
through Friday, 10:00am to 3:00pm. Please see Linda or
Jerrilynn at the Senior Center.

Have A Happy And Safe Holiday Season

Resident State Trooper
Trooper First Class Kevin J. Anderson

As I am writing this we are quickly approaching the
Thanksgiving Day holiday. I would like to wish all the resi-
dents of Roxbury a Happy Thanksgiving. During this holi-
day season, all citizens should be cognizant of drinking and
driving. If you are attending a holiday party or an event and
you intend on drinking ensure you have a designated driver
or an alternate plan on returning home. The State Police
from Troop "A" will be stepping up enforcement of DWI
during this holiday season. Don't be the one to get caught
behind the wheel drinking and driving.

December brings us into the Christmas holiday. This is usu-
ally a very quiet and joyous time of year, where we celebrate
time with our families. Again, there are many holiday parties
and events with people enjoying the holiday cheer. Ensure
you have a safe ride home from every party. Don't be that
person that gets arrested during this time of year. If you
think you've had too much to drink, you did! 

The residents of Roxbury should be ever vigilant during this
holiday season for unfamiliar people in their neighborhood
who might be committing burglaries and larcenies. We have
had several burglaries during the past month, but to prevent
them you should always lock your home and put the alarm
on too. This is not a complete deterrent, but it does impede
the burglar and allow time for as law enforcement to arrive.  

On another note, if you leave your cars unlocked in your
driveway do not leave any valuables inside the vehicle and do
not leave the keys in the ignition.

One of the key complaints I have received as the Resident
Trooper is speeding within the town limits. Some of the
major speeding area complaints are on Route 317 and
Painter Hill Road and of course Wellers Bridge Road. I am
sure there are many more, but feel free to send them to my
email address at RoxburyTrooper@gmail.com . I will ensure
that we will get myself, the constable or the Patrol Trooper
from Troop "A" to do some speed enforcement in that area.
If you could please watch your speed as you are going
through town it would be much appreciated. 

As always I invited everyone to stop by my office when they
are in the Town Hall and say hello. I would like to wish
everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
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Minor Memorial Library
Valerie Annis, Director

Planning a day trip during the cold Winter months? Stop by
the library to check out any one of several passes to local
museums. We are currently applying for a pass to the
Museum of Natural History in New York, thanks to a gen-
erous donation from the Friends of the Roxbury Library. 

Interested in adult education??? Ask for information about
"Universal Class" a series of online courses, donated with
funds from the Friends of the Library and the Friends of the
Roxbury Senior center, available through your home internet
connection.  

Programs for Adults:

December 4th – Tree Lighting and exhibit at the Hodge
Memorial Library

December 12th at 3:00 p.m. – "Meet the Author". Jay R.
Tunney will present his book The Prizefighter and the
Playwright.

Art Exhibits:

Opening December 4th – paintings by Kezia Hearn and the
raku pottery by Eva St. John. Exhibit available for viewing
through January 10, 2011.

Opening January 15th – Oil paintings of interiors and exte-
riors by Souby Boski and Rosemary Benivegna. Exhibit
available for viewing through February 19, 2011.

Opening February 26th – Oil painting of Diane Pfister and
the ceramic art of Robin Johnson. Exhibit available for view-
ing through April 4th. 

Children's Programs:

Holiday Card workshop – All children and teens welcome –
Saturday, December 11th , 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Story Times – Fridays at 10:30 a.m. Ages 2 - 4. Call for dates
and times of  the Winter session.

Wednesday Night at the Movies – Call for dates, times, and
titles of feature presentations. 

After School Programs:   
Kindergarten "Lunch Bunch" – Once a month on Mondays
1 - 1:45 p.m. Call for information

First grade "Book Bug Club" – Once a month on Mondays
3:15 - 4:00. Call for information

Second grade - "Page Turners" - Once a month on Mondays
3:15 - 4:00. Call for information

An Invitation from the Roxbury
Conservation Commission

Winter 2010
Safeguarding our Water

The second, in a series of informative public seminars regard-
ing Lawn and Water protection sponsored by the Roxbury
Conservation Commission, is scheduled for Saturday, April
2nd from 3-5pm at Roxbury's Town Hall Meeting Room.
This past April, the "Freedom Lawn Expo", a well-received
Lawn and Gardening session was held, introducing area resi-
dents to safe and affordable alternatives by incorporating
organic land management and pest control techniques in
order to avoid common lawn and garden chemical use.   

Key topics will include Well and Watershed protection from
pesticide and fertilizer seepage, as well as Organic Produce
and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). Fertilizers
and pesticides that we use around our homes eventually make
their way into our well systems, streams, rivers, and wetlands.
This segment will bring awareness to this growing concern
and offer safe ways to address health and environmental con-
cerns. The growing movement supporting organic produce
and local agriculture will also be a core focus.

We invite you to review the prior Freedom Lawn recommen-
dations to welcome in a healthy lawn and property care
approach this coming Spring. Please visit the "Freedom Lawn
Expo" section under the Conservation Commission tab of
Roxbury's website http://www.roxburyct.com, for helpful
information and future updates.

The Roxbury Conservation Commission Annonces
A Town Wants to Know

Symposium to be scheduled early in 2011`

The event will focus on The Shepaug River Watershed, Its
Past, Present, and Future. Speakers will include representa-
tives from local, state, and nationwide organizations with
interests in our river, including the Housatonic Valley
Association, the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut, the Shepaug
River Association, and the National Resource Conservation
Service. We invite Roxbury citizens to come and learn about
how the river and its watershed play an important ecological,
social, and economic role in the communities of northwest
Connecticut.

What? A Town Wants to Know Symposium on The
Shepaug River Watershed, Its Past, Present, and Future.

Who? Hosted by the Roxbury Conservation Commission

Where? Minor Memorial Library

When? Early in 2011, please check the Roxbury Town web-
site for announcements: http://www.roxburyct.com

Why? Join us to learn more and support the preservation and
restoration of our river
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Roxbury Historic
District Commission

Wendy Walker, Chairman
The Publishing Party and Exhibition Opening on 30
October at the Minor Memorial Library was a wonderful
event for Barn Stories: A Survey and Oral History. Wendy
Walker, HDC Chair, introduced the speakers: Barbara
Henry, First Selectman, Mary Donohue from the
Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism which
funded the project and Rachel Carley, the historian who
surveyed Roxbury's agricultural structures.

Everyone enjoyed the food, admired the artwork and cele-
brated Barn Stories. A good time was had by all!   

If you were not able to come to the event, Barn Stories is
available for sale at the Library, Town Hall, Maple Bank
Farm and the Hickory Stick Bookshop in Washington
Depot.

Go to the town's website and click on HDC: there is infor-
mation posted of interest to all old house owners not just
residents of the Historic District. For example, there are
articles on winterizing and the benefits of retaining old
windows. Please browse and feel free to ask the HDC any
questions on the subject of old houses and barns. And, if
you have an old barn that needs rescuing, check out the CT
Trust website for grants. HDC members can help you
through the process.

Or, visit the Minor Memorial Library where the HDC has
donated several books, for example, An Owner's Manual
for Antique Houses. We are here to help. 

Roxbury-Bridgewater
Garden Club

In September Club members visited Topsmead in Litchfield
and the Connecticut Science Center in Hartford for the ded-
ication of the Children's Garden funded by the Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut.

On October 14th we had our awards luncheon at Carmen
Anthony's Fish House in Woodbury. In October we will also
begin preparation for decoration of the Living
Room/Conservatory at the Osborne House in Derby for
Christmas.

At our November meeting Debra Tetraut will present a pro-
gram on the care and feeding of amaryllis bulbs. At the end
of November we will hold a workshop to decorate wreaths
for town buildings in Roxbury and Bridgewater.

At the October meeting of the Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut our club was awarded the Civic Development
Award of Excellence silver tray for our bulb planting at the
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust Bridgewater Vista site and
the Roxbury Land Trust Lilly Preserve.

The Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club welcomes area resi-
dents and guests to our monthly meetings held the second
Thursday of each month at St. Mark's Parish Hall in
Bridgewater. During the growing season meetings begin at 9
AM with horticulture followed by a business meeting at 10
AM, then special projects, a speaker or a workshop conclud-
ing with refreshments or a light lunch.

For more information please contact co-presidents Ann
Wagner in Roxbury at 355-2195 or Wanda Heaney in
Bridgewater at 354-6966.

Roxbury Scholarship Foundation
The Roxbury Scholarship Foundation awarded 24 scholar-
ships to well deserving students at Town Hall on Saturday,
June 12th. Scholarship Awards were given to the following
students:  Hannah Andrews,  Emily Baron,  Alexandra Bierce,
Emma Cava ,David Easter, Ryan Firmender, Tara Furey,
Garrett Georgia, Robert Killian, Callie Larson, Jack
McClusky, Samantha Metcalf, Emmeline Pappas, Paige
Parker, Kyla Peters, James Reilly, Ted Rogers, Nicole Souza,
Charles Van Kirk, David Van Moffaert, Glenn Van Moffaert,
Trip Ventruella, Amanda Walsh, Neil Walsh.   Congratulations
to all of the recipients of 2010.

The Roxbury Scholarship Foundation fills a vital need in our
community in helping local students attend college. It has
awarded over $1.3 million in scholarships since 1971. By sup-
porting the Foundation, you are investing in the future of our
town's youth.  Recently, our annual appeal letter went out and
we hope that you will support the Foundation with a tax-
deductible donation.  

If you have any questions, or wish to learn about establishing
a memorial scholarship, please get in touch with Sarah Lauriat,
the Foundation's President, at 203-788-2056.

please visit us at www.roxburyct.com
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STEAP GRANTS –
Booth Free School Playground &

Baseball Field
The Board of Selectmen applied for and was able to secure 2
STEAP (Small Town Economic Assistance Program) grants.  

One was in the amount of $80,000 for a new playground for
Booth Free School. That amount, along with the $11,000
from generous local donations to the PTO and $6,000 from
the Board of Education will allow us to see this project come
to fruition. The playground project went out to bid, was
awarded and has been ordered. If all goes as planned, the new
playground should be in by the end of December.

The second was in the amount of $70,000 for the renovation
of the baseball field behind Town Hall into a Cal Ripken reg-
ulation field. Some of that grant has also been designated to
install a regulation soccer field at Hurburt Park. This grant,
along with generous local donations (which are still being
sought) will allow the bulk of the baseball project to come to
fruition. It would not, however, happen without the help of
the local volunteers who have been working to get the infield
in place and sodded. 

Thanks to all who are helping and contributing to these two
projects that will benefit the youth of the community.  


