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“To me, family is the most important unit that we’ve ever invent-
ed. Family doesn’t only mean blood relations; we all have friends
who are just like family to us.”

– Michael Caine

SERIOUSLY, THANK YOU
It has been 5 months since my dear father passed away. I know
that many of you know what a life changer that experience is.
My father was always a loving presence in my life and I thank
God for the gift of memory so I will always feel that presence
in my life.

I want to express my sincere and heartfelt thank you for the
outpouring of love and support from this community
through cards, flowers, Masses, gift baskets, donations to the
Parkinson’s Foundation, emails, hugs and presence at his
services. I was very humbled by it. It meant so much to me
and my family to receive these kind expressions of love, caring
and support.

I have told you before about the sign in my office – “A Small
Town is like a Big Family” and twice during the October storm
“events” I witnessed in our community, once again, the truism
of that sign.

One was all the kindnesses I just mentioned after my father’s

passing in the middle of the storm chaos and being surrounded
by the incredible support and strength of this community.
The other was during the aftermath of Hurricane Irene and
storm Alfred. Residents came together to help one another.
Those who had generators offered their homes to those who
needed shelter, the use of a shower or stove; others cooked for
those who found a welcomed shelter in the Senior Center;
others offered the use of spare generators or cut downed trees
in neighbors’ driveways and helped to clean up the roads so
we could get out of town. Residents checked in on their
neighbors who needed attention.

It was wonderful to see that same outpouring of love, caring
and support that always rises to the top in this community in
one’s time of need. On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, our
heartfelt thanks go out to all of you, our residents, for your
patience, understanding and willingness to help each other, as
well as those of you who serve us on the Public Works
Department, Fire Department, Ambulance and Police. We all,
cumulatively, are a good team. Stop and be grateful. We are all
truly blessed to have each other. Seriously, “thank you.”

Barbara Henry, First Selectman

Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Proposed Budget
The spring season is often synonymous with change. It’s an
exciting time of year inspiring new beginnings, sunny, warm
days and healthy growth. With that in mind, the Board of
Selectmen has finished preparing the budget and presented it
to the Board of Finance. The BOF is in the process of review-
ing it and making changes.

May 3, 7:00 p.m.
Town Budget Hearing

Town Hall

May 8, 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Vote on Region 12 Budget

Town Hall

May 7, 7:00 p.m.
Region 12 Annual District Meeting

Shepaug Middle/High School

May 15, 7:30 p.m.
Annual Town Meeting and Budget Vote

Town Hall

Meeting Notices

continued on page 2
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Town Updates (continued)

continued on page 3

In the spirit of new beginnings, we have proposed increases
in some employees’ hours – some are in the departments that
were previously cut two years ago. This, along with increases
in salaries, fuel and capital projects, in turn, contributes to
the proposed small increase in the budget.

For the past 3 years the Town’s share of the overall budget has
decreased while the Town’s share of the school budget
increased. The Selectmen made tough decisions over the past
3 years and made equally tough decisions to reinstate and/or
reorganize what we have.

There is little room to cut enough, aside from Capital
Projects, that will result in a decreased budget without cut-
ting services. Even with the grants secured by the BOS (the
latest being $400,000 to finish drainage and paving South
Street), the end result of the Selectmen’s budget is a small
proposed increase.

However, even though the Selectmen have proposed a total
increase in the Town’s Operating/Capital Projects budget
from $3,054,875 (+$46,389 or 1.52%) to $3,101,264, the
increase in the Grand List will more than cover it. However,
in order to cover the Town increase of $46,389 and the
school budget increase to Roxbury of $114,866 the BOS are
proposing to the BOF to increase the mill rate by .4 from
11.9 to 12.3. The BOF will have the final say after their
Public Hearing on May 3rd.

Roxbury’s share of the Region 12 budget is an increase from
$6,557,435 (+$114,866, or 1.75%) to $6,672,301. The
total proposed Town and Region 12 share of the budget
before the BOF is from $9,612,310 ($169,775 or 1.77%) to
$9,782,085.

It should be noted that Roxbury has consistently voted in
favor of the increases in the Region 12 budget. We hope
the residents will understand the small increase proposed
in the Town budget by the BOS (which is roughly half of
the proposed school budget increase) and vote favorably
for it if it is, in fact, what is presented to the public for
vote at the Annual Town Meeting.

The Board of Finance will present the final Town budget at
a Public Hearing scheduled for Thursday, May 3rd in Town
Hall. Prior to that date, and we will let you know when the
BOF has completed its process, the proposed budget will be
available online at www.roxburyct.com or copies can be
picked up in Town Hall, the Senior Center or Minor
Memorial Library.

As always, the BOS appreciates the way all Town depart-
ments and commissions approach the budgeting process and
endeavor to keep costs as low as possible while still providing
and enhancing the services our residents expect.

Region 12 School Budget Vote
The Region 12 School Budget vote is scheduled for Tuesday,
May 8th from 6 a.m. - 8 p.m. in Town Hall.

Annual Town and Budget Meeting
The Annual Town and Budget Meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 15th at 7:30 in Town Hall.

Shred-It at the Transfer Station
The Shred-It truck will be at the Transfer Station on
Saturday, June 2nd. Residents with a Transfer Station per-
mit can bring their personal papers to be shredded between
9 a.m. and 12 p.m.

Trooper Kevin Anderson
Our Resident State Trooper, Kevin Anderson, who is also a
Colonel in the United States Marines, has been deployed to
Afghanistan for a year. Before he left in February I asked
the Principal of Booth Free School to have the children
send him notes for Valentine’s Day. They went over and
above what was asked and the Valentines were delivered to
his home by Sgt. Cario before he left so he could read
them with his family. Thank you students of Booth Free
School! If you’d like to write to Kevin, he can be reached
at kevinandersonusmc@yahoo.com

Trooper Michael Saraceno
While Trooper Anderson is away, the Town will be served
by Resident Trooper Michael Saraceno. Trooper Saraceno
can be found in the Resident Trooper office on the ground
floor, in the back of the Town Hall, at 860-354-0089 or
roxburytrooper@gmail.com . Trooper Saraceno comes to us
from Troop A in Southbury. Welcome, Mike!

Proposed Cell Tower
AT&T has notified the Town that they will be submitting an
application to the Siting Council for a cell site either on
Transylvania Road or Southbury Road. Balloons have been
flown at both sites to show the heights and locations.
However, as of press time, no application has been filed.
When it is we will notify the residents when the Siting
Council will be at the Town Hall for a Public Hearing.
Those who wish to speak before the Council will be able to
so at that time.

Republican Presidential Preference Primary
The Primary will be held on April 24th in Town Hall
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. For Absentee Ballot information,
call the Town Clerk at 860-354-3328 or check out the
Town Clerk’s page on the website, www.roxburyct.com.
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Town Updates (continued)

Minor Bridge Construction
The construction of Minor Bridge is going to continue until
June. Your patience is appreciated while this much-needed
repair project is completed.

serving in the Middle East. The phones are sent to
ReCellular, which pays Cell Phones for Soldiers enough to
provide an hour of talk time per phone to soldiers abroad.

14th Annual Town Hall Giving Tree
Sincere thanks and gratitude on behalf of the recipients of
the gift cards given by many of you at Christmas to fill the
requests on the First Selectman’s Town Hall Giving Tree in
December. Giving to help a neighbor in need is one of the
kindest things you can do. Those who benefited from your
generosity of hundreds of dollars in gift cards were most
appreciative. Special thanks to those who donated to the
Resident Relief Fund for assistance with fuel.

W.A.R.N. Update
The W.A.R.N. system (Wide Area Rapid Notification) was
used extensively during the storms of the past couple of
years. Please make sure we have your updated phone
numbers. We waste money calling people who have your old
number. Several calls were received from people who did not
live in Roxbury asking to delete their number. If we’re call-
ing your old number, we can’t reach you.

Town Christmas Tree
With the passage of time, comes change. And sadly, this was
the last year we had the 75-ft. evergreen that graced the
Town Green area. We lit that tree over the past 10 years, held
a community sing along with refreshments and this year,
horse and carriage rides, compliments of the Cario family.

The tree is gone now, thanks to volunteer firemen Joe
Quaranta and Mike Josefson who volunteered their time for
this undertaking. Our Tree Warden, David Gardener, and I
have looked at several replacements and are still in the process.
We are hopeful to have another tree planted in early Fall.

Volunteers Needed
If you would like to volunteer on a Commission or Board,
please call the Selectmen’s Office 860-354-9938 or email
bhenry@roxburyct.com – we have openings on the Plan-
ning Commission and Historic District Commission.

Cell Phones for Soldiers – Town Hall Collection Site
The Selectmen’s Office continues to collect Cell Phones for
Soldiers. Old cell phones are recycled for cash and the pro-
ceeds are used to buy prepaid calling cards for our soldiers

CL&P
The First Selectman is scheduled to meet with CL&P in
May regarding their plan and timeframe for tree trim-
ming in Town. Will get that information out on Facebook
when available. Report any disruption in service, whether
storm-related or not, by calling 1-800-286-2000.

JUNE is DOG MONTH –
Register Your Dogs in The Town Clerk’s Office
Don’t forget to register your dog. A form is
available online at www.roxburyct.com on
the Town Clerk’s page or come to the Town
Clerks Office in Town Hall.

The rabies expiration date is needed to register your dog.

Altered Dogs - $8.00 • Unalterd Dogs - $19.00
Kennel Licenses - $52.00

Reminder: Change the batteries in your smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors.

Transfer Station Permits
Permits for 2012 were sold at the Transfer Station during
December and January. If you still need one, see the Tax
Collector on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday morning. She can
be reached at 860-354-6484.

ELECTIONS
Absentee ballots for the April 24, 2012 Republican presi-
dential preference primary will be available from the Town
Clerks office starting April 3, 2012. Applications for
Absentee ballots can be found on the Town Clerks page of
the Town website or in the Town Clerks office.

Those wishing to register to vote in the Republican presi-
dential preference primary can do so in the Town Clerks
office. The deadline for new registered voters is Friday April
20th at 12:00 noon. Only registered Republicans can vote in
the presidential preference primary.

A 17-year old person who will be 18 years old before
November 6, 2012 and is preregistered to vote, while choos-
ing to enroll with a party holding such a primary, may vote
in the presidential preference primary on April 24, 2012.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Monday, May 28th

10:00 a.m.

continued on page 3
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TOWN CALENDAR
April
2 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
4 7:00 Recreation
6 Good Friday – Town Hall Closed
9 7:30 Zoning Commission
11 7:00 Conservation Commission
12 7:30 Planning Commission
17 7:00 Board of Finance
18 7:30 Historic District Commission
19 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
24 7:30 Inland Wetland Commission
28 9-11 Town Wide Cleanup

May
2 7:00 Recreation
3 7:00 Annual Town Budget Hearing
5 Recreation Town Wide Tag Sale
7 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
8 6:00 am to 8:00 pm School Referendum Vote
9 7:00 Conservation
10 7:30 Planning Commission
14 7:30 Zoning Commission
15 7:30 Annual Town Meeting

Board of Finance immediately following
16 7:30 Historic District Commission
17 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
22 7:30 Inland Wetlands
28 Town Hall Closed – Memorial Day

10:00 Memorial Day Parade - Town Green

June
2 9-12 Community Shred Day - Transfer Station
4 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
6 7:00 Recreation Commission
11 7:30 Zoning Commission
13 7:00 Conservation Commission
14 7:30 Planning Commission
19 7:00 Board of Finance
20 7:30 Historic District Commission
21 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
26 7:30 Inland Wetlands Commission

July
2 7:30 Board of Selectmen
4 Town Hall Closed – July 4th
9 7:30 Zoning Commission
11 7:00 Recreation

7:00 Conservation
12 7:00 Planning Commission
14 2:00 Picken & Fiddlin – Hurlburt Park
15 Rain Date
17 7:00 Board of Finance
18 7:30 Historic District Commission
19 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
24 7:30 Inland Wetlands

Town Updates (continued)

SMALL STEPS-BIG IMPACT

GREEN TIPS!
Go Green – Save Green!

Save Water
Turn off the tap when you're brushing your teeth or
shaving; Repair leaky faucets and toilets; Install
faucet aerators and low-flow shower heads; Take a
brief shower rather than a bath.

Assessor
Linda Bertaccini

Vision Government Solutions, Inc., formerly known as
Vision Appraisal Technology, Inc., has been contracted
by the Town of Roxbury to assist the Assessor in per-
forming a revaluation of all real estate in the Town of
Roxbury for the 2012 Grand List.

The Company will be following up on outstanding building
permits and those permits issued through October 1, 2012.

Properties that have sold during the required time frame will
be reviewed and inspected by representatives of the
Company. The Company and Assessor will do a final review
of all properties in Roxbury, once new parameters have been
established.

Roxbury Town-Wide
Road Cleanup

2011 is the 41st anniversary of Earth Day. Roxbury is cele-
brating Earth Day on Saturday, April 16th, with a town-wide
cleanup.

Please consider helping on April 16th by getting bags and
gloves at the Transfer Station between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. and picking out a road to clean. The town crew will
pick up your sealed bags that are left by the roadside. Or, you
can bring them to the Transfer Station yourself.

Also, consider having every day be Earth Day. Adopt your
road, or any road, and pick up any trash that you see on that
road.

Thanks in advance for keeping Roxbury roads beautiful.

If you have any questions, call Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-
1274.
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All Roxbury residents are invited to participate in a Town
Conversation on Aging, which will be held on May 2nd
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon at Roxbury Town Hall.
According to recently posted 2010 census data, people aged
55 and older make up 39% of the Town’s population. As a
result, Roxbury’s Municipal Agent Jerrilynn Tiso feels it is
most important for all to review the current status of aging
services, identify priority needs and gaps, and develop key
action steps for the next several years. Representatives from
local agencies providing services for seniors will be joining
our Conservation and will be available for questions.
Refreshments will be served.

Please RSVP by calling Jerrilynn at 860-210-0201, or sign-
ing up in person at the Roxbury Senior Center. If you will
not be available to attend but would like your
needs/concerns/ideas to be considered, please write them
down and send to Jerrilynn Tiso, Municipal Agent, Town
of Roxbury, PO Box 203, Roxbury, CT 06783. You can
also send by email to socialservices@roxburyct.com.

Roxbury Historic
District Commission

Wendy Walker, Chair

Barn Updates
Recently, the HDC has been asked by several owners of
old barns for our help. On Tophet Road, a winter damaged
dairy barn was slated to be torn down if an adaptive reuse
as a guesthouse was not possible. The HDC visited the site
and agreed to help the owners. The issue was the non-
conforming setback, the situation of most of out town's
historic barns. The HDC testified for the owners and
provided information from the Secretary of the Interior's
Guidelines for Historic Structures. The information on
the barn's history in Barn Stories was an important
element in the decision to permit the conversion.

The new owners of a property on South Street were
dismayed to learn that one of their barns was unsafe and
would need to be demolished. At their request, the HDC
looked at the structure and agreed that the building was
severely compromised. The owners then asked the commis-
sion to review plans to reconstruct a new barn. Now the
owners are erecting a post and beam replacement that will
resemble the original English barn. Again, the listing in
Barn Stories was cited by the owners as the reason for their
efforts.

The Burwell Tavern barn in town center collapsed in last
winter's snow. The owners received a Certificate of
Appropriateness to rebuild the barn complex in the same
configuration as the original with minor changes in keep-
ing with the barn's character.

The new owners of a property on Painter Hill Road were
aware of the importance of the English bank barn: they
read the history and saw the color photograph highlighted
in Barn Stories. They plan to preserve this important
hay/cow barn complex which is in excellent condition.

As the HDC discussed these barn projects, it was apparent
that basic uncomplicated repairs could help preserve many
old barns. This was most obvious in the Painter Hill barns:
small but vital fixes had prevented more serious damage.
The HDC is compiling a list of simple and inexpensive
measures – beam sistering and rod and turnbuckle for
example – to help owners preserve these wonderful build-
ings. The HDC plans to post these on our website (with
photographs and drawings, if possible). If you have any
suggestions to add, please contact Georgette Miller, HDC
Clerk, at 355.0375.

Copies of Barn Stories are available at the Maple Bank
farm stand and in Town Hall. The book is a great holiday
gift.

Women’s Auxiliary
Mari Acton, President

The Women’s Auxiliary’s Annual Tag Sale will be held on
Saturday, May 5th from 9am-1pm at the firehouse.
Donations are needed and greatly appreciated! As always, no
large appliances or clothing. Please contact Mari Acton at
860-355-0844 for item drop off or pick up information.

This year we are also including a Bake Sale!!

From the
Building Department

Since the fall snow storm and hurricane Irene more home-
owners are permanently installing standby generators.
Generators hardwired into the homes existing electrical sys-
tem should be done by qualified people. Generators must
be installed per the manufactures’ installation guide. An
Electrical permit needs to be applied for at the Building
Department and Zoning setbacks must be adhered to for
Generator location. Inspection from the Building
Department is required to insure not only homeowner safe-
ty but also the safety of electrical linemen working out at
the street. Portable Generators with the use of extension
cords only, do not require a permit, but make sure to care-
fully follow all instructions and warnings applicable for
your generator. As always if you have any questions call the
Building Department during our office hours Tues-Fri
from 8am -1pm @ 860-355-2948

Town Conservation
on Aging
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On Saturday, October 22nd, The Housatonic Valley
Association and the Roxbury Conservation Commission
successfully hosted the 3rd annual ‘Shepaug River Critter
Assessment.’ During this half-day event, a dozen communi-
ty members and local high school students worked together
to assess the health of three Shepaug River tributaries – Jack’s
Brook, Fenn Brook, and Battleswamp Brook in Roxbury.
Results are awaiting verification by state experts, but appear
mixed.

Macroinvertebrates, or ‘river critters’ as these volunteers
fondly refer to them, consist of a variety of aquatic organisms
lacking a backbone, including crayfish, clams, mussels,
aquatic worms, and/or aquatic insects such as stoneflies,
caddisflies, and mayflies, which live in shallow, fast-moving
sections of rivers called “riffles.” Some of these macroinver-
tebrates are considered ‘sensitive’ and can live only in very
clean water; others are much more tolerant of declines in
water quality and can survive even in very impaired condi-
tions. By identifying the types of organisms found at their
assigned sampling location, volunteer teams were able to
determine the water quality for their assigned location.
Because it is a requirement for ‘sensitive’ macroinvertebrates
to survive, a site that has four or more of the ‘sensitive’ types
of macroinvertebrates present was assumed to have excellent
water quality.

Samples will be sent to scientists at the CT Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection for verification, but
the initial results for the three sites appear mixed. Samples
collected by the volunteers suggest that both Jack’s Brook
and Battleswamp Brook have ‘excellent’ to ‘exceptional’
water quality based upon the scale used by the CT
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
Volunteers identified a variety of macroinvertebrates at
these two sites including a variety of mayflies, stoneflies,
caddisflies, fishflies, dragonflies, amphipods, midges,
worms, and crane flies. The mayflies and stoneflies, in
particular, are an indicator of excellent water quality.

Results from the sampling at the Fenn Brook site, however,
were less conclusive. Volunteers were unable to locate any of
the ‘most wanted’ macroinvertebrates – those most sensitive
to pollution and changes in water quality. This is not neces-
sarily an indication of poor water quality. Streamflows in the
region have been very high this fall due to the wet weather
– the macroinvertebrates are very small, some no bigger
than a pencil eraser. So, it is very possible that the streams
this fall were just too strong and the ‘critters’ were washed
out of their hiding places and downstream. The group will

Shepaug River Critter Assessment
Reveals New Information About Local Water Quality

Meghan Ruta, HVA Water Protection Manager

revisit the site next spring to reassess the stream’s health dur-
ing lower flow conditions.

With just under 6,000 miles of streams and rivers in
Connecticut, the State relies on ‘citizen scientist’ programs
such as the annual Shepaug River Critter Assessment
program to help keep track of water quality. The Shepaug
River Critter Assessment program, initiated in the fall of
2009, has identified consistently good water quality along
the Shepaug River in both Washington and Roxbury. To
better understand where potential threats to the river’s
water quality might be located, during the 2011-2012
monitoring season, program partners have decided to focus
their attention on several of the smaller ‘tributary’ streams
that feed into the Shepaug River. Funding for the fall
Shepaug River Critter Assessment was generously provided
by the David L. Klein, Jr. Foundation.

If you are interested in volunteering, or you would like to
learn about other river monitoring programs going on in
your area, please contact

Meghan Ruta, HVA Water Protection Manager,
at 1-860-672-6678 or
mruta@hvatoday.org.

Local high school students and repeat volunteers Elyse Andrews
and Catherine Alexander love sampling for river critters
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Roxbury Pride - Capture It! GO Green with
COMMUNITY SHRED DAY

Spring is here, we think, and it's a great time to do all the things we've been thinking about
over the winter months that we can do to improve our lives and the world we live in, which

includes our community.

Bring residential only documents and material to our Community Shred Day!
Watch your old documents be destroyed by Shred-it, a high-speed, mobile cross-shredder.

Shredded material will be recycled so you will also help to protect our environment.

Don't throw those bank statements in the trash!
Document Shredding Helps You Fight Identity Theft

For every two consoles of paper shredded, we will save one tree from being harvested. In
2009, Shred-It saved approximately 115,000 trees. This is roughly 6,700 tons of paper in one

year alone. Since April 1996, Shred-It has saved around 1,400,000
trees through shredding. This amounts to 82,000 tons of paper recycled.

Transfer Station
Saturday, June 2nd

9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Residents are invited to bring all the unwanted personal documents they can carry.

Completely Free • Staples and Paper Clips OK • Boxed or Bagged
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At our April meeting we will have a presentation by Bill
Duesing, Executive Director of Northeast Organic Farming
Association. We will also visit the Wadsworth Atheneum for
their Fine Art and Flowers show.

In May we will finalize plans for our annual Plant Mart to be
held on Saturday, May 19 from 8:30 to 12:30. Although
winter is still upon us, think of Spring and those perennial
beds that need thinnin . . . and take the leftovers for our sale.
Contact Marilyn Mehr at 354-7069 if you would like a visit
from the digging crew.

The club is offering a $1000 scholarship award available to
graduating Shepaug high school seniors as well as college
undergraduates and adult enrollees in certificate programs
who are residents of Roxbury or Bridgewater, majoring in
such fields as Conservation, Horticulture, Botany, Agronomy,

Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISPOSAL EFFORT
On Saturday, April 28, 2012 between 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m., the Roxbury Resident Trooper's Office, in con-
junction with the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) will coordinate a fourth nationwide one-day col-
laborative effort with state and local law enforcement
agencies to remove potentially dangerous controlled sub-
stances from our nation’s homes. This national initiative
will again provide an opportunity for the public to sur-
render pharmaceutical controlled substances and other
medications to law enforcement officers for destruction.
Expired, unused, or unwanted controlled substances in
our homes are a potential source of supply for the increas-
ing abuse of pharmaceutical drugs in the United States
and an unacceptable risk to public health and safety.

The program is designed to help the citizens of this com-
munity dispose of their unused or outdated prescription
drugs in a legal manner. The location of this event will take
place at the Roxbury Resident Trooper's Office located at
the Town Hall, 29 North Street, Roxbury CT. The Resident
Trooper’s Office is in the back of Town Hall, lower level.
The prescriptions can be dropped off in the original con-
tainers and no questions asked. The State Police / Roxbury
Resident Trooper's Office would encourage the citizens of
this community to take advantage of this program to help
us in the disposal of these drugs, and help keep them off the
streets and out of our water supplies.

If you have any questions concerning this program please con-
tact TFC Michael Saraceno, Roxbury Resident Trooper at
860-354-0089 or email him at RoxburyTrooper@gmail.com.

Resident State Trooper
TFC Michael Saraceno

Roxbury Scholarship Committee
Roxbury Scholarship Foundation Applications are due May
1st.

Applications can be downloaded from the Town website or
picked up at the high school guidance office, the library or
at the Town Hall.

Starting this year, financial information submitted with the
application will be reviewed only by the Foundation's out-
of-town CPA to determine and rate financial need of the
applicants. Members of the Scholarship Award Committee
that do the interviews will not see the detailed financial
information. Also starting this year high school seniors will
be notified of their award during a Region 12 Scholarship
Award Ceremony at Shepaug High School on Wednesday
June 13, 2012. During this ceremony scholarships from
Washington and Bridgewater will be announced as well. All
other applicants will be notified by mail.

Questions can be emailed to
roxburyscholarship@gmail.com or call

Foundation President, Sarah Lauriat at 203-788-2056.

Land Management, Landscape Design, Environmental
Studies and allied subjects.

The applicant must possess a good grade point average and
be in financial need. Special attention will be given to those
who have a history of environmentally related community
service or an employment history in a related field.
Applications will be available in the guidance office of
Shepaug Valley High School, at the Roxbury Town Hall, the
Bridgewater Town Hall, and may also be obtained by calling
Barbara Lang at 860- 350-6524.

Application deadline is May 15th.

Our June meeting will feature a talk by arborist Ron Sieracki
from Sav-A-Tree who will also give advice on trees and shrubs.

In July we will tour some local gardens, including members’
gardens.

The Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club welcomes area
residents and guests to our monthly meetings held the
second Thursday of each month at St. Mark’s Parish Hall
in Bridgewater. During the growing season meetings begin
at 9 AM with horticulture followed by a business meeting
at 10 AM, then special projects, a speaker or a workshop
concluding with refreshments or a light lunch.

For more information please contact co-presidents Ann
Wagner in Roxbury at 355-2195 or Wanda Heaney in
Bridgewater at 354-6966.
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This fall the highly invasive mile-a-minute vine was sighted
on several properties in alarming proportions. As winter
approaches the vine will go dormant. Following is an
excerpted educational article to prepare Roxbury landowners
for the spring emergence of this damaging plant:

Scientists and staff at the University of Connecticut
(UConn) and the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) are continuing their collaborative efforts
to control mile-a-minute vine (Persicaria perfoliata) and
remind the public to remain on the lookout for this plant.
Mile-a-minute vine is a highly invasive annual plant from
eastern Asia that can quickly outcompete and replace native
vegetation, damaging habitat for native plants and animals.

"Invasive plants are a significant threat to Connecticut's nat-
ural resources, and mile-a-minute is potentially one of the
worst. Early detection and rapid response are essential if we
are to keep these invaders at bay," said Bill Hyatt, chief of
DEEP's Bureau of Natural Resources.

"If you find mile-a-minute, especially if it is growing on your
own property, make sure to report it before pulling it up",
adds Donna Ellis, Senior Extension Educator at UConn.
"We may need to collect additional information about the
plants before they are removed."

Mile-a-minute was first found in Connecticut in Fairfield
County in 1997. Since then, it has spread to 20 Connecticut
towns, as far east as Stonington and as far north as Simsbury.
Mile-a-minute spreads by seed and quickly grows into dense
stands that can cover and outcompete native vegetation.
During this past summer, UConn and DEEP scientists coor-
dinated removal efforts in the town of Sprague, hosting sever-
al invasive plant control activities for mile-a-minute along the
Shetucket River. In addition, scientists from UConn and the
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station are attempting
to reduce the abundance of mile-a-minute at a number of sites
by releasing insects that feed exclusively on the plant.

Visit www.hort.uconn.edu/mam for additional identification
tips, photographs and control information. You can also con-
tact Logan Senack, Connecticut Invasive Plant Coordinator,
(logan.senack@uconn.edu) or Donna Ellis (860-486-6448;
donna.ellis@uconn.edu) for additional information. To report
a suspected mile-a-minute invasion, visit the above website or
contact Donna Ellis at UConn at 860-486-6448. Also visit
www.madgardeners.com for more information

It is vitally important to report all mile-a-minute sightings!

Multiple Sightings of Invasive Mile-a-Minute Vine Reported in Roxbury

Identifying mile-a-minute

Mile-a-minute vine has three identifying traits that help distin-
guish it from other similar species found in the state. All three
traits must occur on the same plant. The traits are: (1) triangu-
lar leaves with three sides and no lobes; (2) small but sharp barbs
that curve down along the stem; and (3) small saucer-shaped
leaves found at branching points along the stem. (Photo credit:
Renee Sullivan)

please visit us at www.roxburyct.com
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Our goal is to help our elderly residents
as well as individuals with disabilities

remain safely and independently at home
in the community

A Chore Worker could help with:
• Housekeeping
• Transportation to shopping and doctor's
appointments
• Laundry or cooking
• Odd jobs around the house or yard that you can
no longer do?

This is an affordable way to get the help you need! The
Litchfield Hills Chore Service will provide a Chore
Worker up to 4-1/2 hours a week for a total of 18 hours
a month. You schedule only the time you need for the
chores you want done. We have a sliding scale of suggest-
ed contributions to the service. Call us today for more
information!

Social Services Director, Jerrilynn Tiso -
860-210-0201

P. O. Box 203, Roxbury, CT 06783

Caring reliable workers are needed –
Would you like to work for the Chore Service –
We are seeking both men and women - Part time.

Call Jerrilynn Tiso - Social Services Director
in Roxbury at 860-210-0201

Sally Irwin, Coordinator - 860-567-6121

Litchfield Hills Chore ServiceRoxbury Ambulance Association
Bernie Meehan, Chief

Spring Update 2012
The previous quarter has been an interesting one for the Town
of Roxbury as well as for members of the Roxbury Ambulance
Association. As usual various situations occurred and
Roxbury’s EMT’s rose to the challenge to meet them head-on.

Our luck (or skill) in maintaining our volunteer staff contin-
ues on. We currently have five town residents finishing up
EMT training and in short order these resident responders
will be “on the road’ assisting their neighbors. Roxbury is very
fortunate to have so many residents who are willing to vol-
unteer to help their community, while it is a lot to ask some-
one to serve on a board or commission, there is an incredible
commitment to have someone volunteer for the emergency
services. Not only does it take months of training to be a vol-
unteer EMT or Firefighter, but that volunteer mission poten-
tial places them in danger in order to help their neighbors. It
is truly a calling.

Roxbury EMT’s met the challenges of two storms like true
professionals. During both Hurricane Irene and Storm Alfred
our EMT’s not only performed Medical Response duties,
they went well above and beyond by providing many
Emergency Management functions. Our members helped
staffed the Senior Center / Emergency Shelter, went to many
houses checking on our elderly residents, delivering supplies,
meeting with other emergency responders, countless missions
that I could go on for hours talking about. I am extremely
impressed and very proud of our members who performed
tirelessly as well as heroically during both of these storms. As
Chief, it is particularly nerve wracking during these wide scale
disasters to ask and expect our EMT’s to perform as well as
they do. All of our members have personal responsibilities to
care for their families and keep them safe, and on top of that
they leave their homes during dangerous weather to go assist
neighbors, and at times strangers when duty calls. I ask that
you consider what these EMT’s actually face at times, and
give them a ‘thank you’ when you see them, it’s the only “pay-
ment” our volunteers get.

The Roxbury Ambulance Association also reached another
milestone this fall after over 40 years of service: We assisted in
bringing a new resident into our town! On October 20th, our
EMT’s assisted in bringing a very healthy baby boy into this
world. It was the first time since the RAA was founded in
1968 that we've assisted in a childbirth. It was a very exciting
call and I am happy to report that the baby, the Mom, the
Dad, AND all the EMT’s on the call did very well.

As always, I invite anyone to call me and ask about our oper-
ation, or inquire about joining our team.

Thank you.
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Chances are your home or apart-
ment is leaking energy – and
money! That can be fixed at little or
no cost to you, and save you an
average of $200 annually. Your elec-
tric and natural gas utilities offer in-
home energy efficiency programs
with support from the Connecticut
Energy Efficiency Fund!

Following an in-home energy assessment, trained professional
technicians will make these energy saving improvements:

• Seal drafts and cracks
• Install improved lighting
• Analyze appliances and insulation
• Install water-saving fixtures
• And much more

Whether you own or rent, reducing your home energy bills is
just a call away, so call to see which program is right for you.

HOME ENERGY SOLUTIONS (HES) – available to all
CT homeowners and renters. HES is a comprehensive ener-
gy assessment that provides an average of $700 worth of
services in one in-home visit for as little as $75 – one of the
best values you can find anywhere. And the savings contin-
ue in your lower energy bills month after month, year after
year.

HES-IE – a similar program as HES above, but available
FREE to income-eligible homeowners and renters.

Call 877.947.3873 to start saving energy and money today!

Social Services
Save Energy and Money Today

Susan Payne, Executive Director
We invite you to enjoy our Preserves, weather permitting.
This spring please exercise particular caution as Hurricane
Irene and Snowstorm Alfred have had quite an impact.
We are doing our best to keep our trails open and safe.
Please report any trail issues to the RLT office: 860-350-
4148 or by e-mail to knorris@roxburylandtrust.org

The brand new Orzech Family Preserve parking lot was
reconstructed after the heavy March rains and is again
undergoing major reconstruction courtesy of Hurricane
Irene who did even more extensive damage. A small area
of the parking lot is open, but please use with care.
Updates on our repair progress will be available on our
web site: www.roxburylandtrust.org .

2012 Save The Date
Our annual

Save The Date calendar of
2012 activities

will be mailed to you in March.

Enjoy the beautiful outdoors during the spring by
hiking one of the Land Trust's Preserves near you.

Preserves are open from dawn until dusk.
Visit www.roxburylandtrust.org for more

information and maps.

BUY A BLUEBIRD HOUSE
At Town Hall

Senior Center
or Transfer Station

To Benefit

Roxbury Resident Relief Fund
$20.00 (Checks Tax Deductible)
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You can go online at www.roxburyct.com and sign up.
It's easy. Just tap into the WARN logo on the home screen.

Now you can also sign up for CT Alert –
the State's Emergency Notification System.

The logo will soon be next to the WARN logo on the
home page of our website.


