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ROXBURY PRIDE – CAPTURE IT

Town Updates From the
Board of Selectmen
Barbara Henry, First Selectman
Russ Dirienzo, Robert Lowe, Selectmen

bhenry@roxburyct.com

"The Constitution only guarantees the American people the
right to pursue happiness. You have to catch it yourself."

- Benjamin Franklin

A Small Town is like a Big Family
And what a winter it was! Spring couldn't come soon enough
this year. High Five's to the Public Works crew and the
Fire and Ambulance departments for going above and
beyond this winter. Kudo's also to YOU, the residents of our
community, for your patience and understanding as we liter-
ally plowed through the toughest winter in many years.
Aside from the seemingly non-stop run of major snow-
storms, our community suffered structure fires and barn col-
lapses. Our hearts go out to those who suffered those losses.
Thankfully no one was hurt.  Then the rains came and roads
suffered a lot of damage. Through it all, we came together
like a big family and now spring is right around the corner
(we think.) We ask your continued patience while we fix
drainage issues and roads. Now that the snow has melted it
has presented a host of problems and needed repairs. Happy
Spring!  

Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Proposed Budget
The 2010-2011 Town budget has been prepared by the Board
of Selectmen and presented to the Board of Finance. We have
proposed a decrease in spending of $22,396 or -0.72% for

the upcoming fiscal year.  We understand these are trying
times for people. We have been fiscally conservative in the
past and feel we have continued that with this budget while
at the same time not underfunding areas so much that it
catches up with us down the road. Our work force in Town
Hall is the lowest it’s been in a decade.  

Many tough decisions were made and we appreciate the
employees, commissions and departments who trimmed their
requests. Capital projects in some cases have been moved out
a couple of years. Because of only a slight increase in the
Grand List, the continued decline in investment income, etc.
we won't know until the school and State budgets are settled
if we will see an increase in the mill rate.  

While the Board of Education reduced the proposed
Superintendent's budget from a 3.87% increase to a 2.43%
increase, it still increases spending by $326,500 to Roxbury
or 5.23%. The Board of Selectmen is not happy with that
and hopes that during the public hearing, which takes place
while this newsletter is set to print, that number will be
reduced. We appreciate all the time and effort put forth by
our BOE representatives. It is not an easy job.     

Grants have been secured that were written and applied
for by the Selectmen to offset the repair of Minor Bridge.
That project will finally go out to bid before the end of April
with construction this summer. Judd's Bridge repair and
rehabilitation is almost complete, funded entirely with grants
received by the Board. The Fire House renovation project is
currently out to bid and is being funded by both a grant
secured by the Selectmen and the balance paid by our volun-
teer Fire Department. Repair of the center pier of Wellers
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Bridge is out to bid and will begin after June 1st. The con-
tinued repair and repaving of South Street will hopefully
occur with the proposed State funding which will run
through our Town Aid Road Fund. The amount is yet
unknown as the State budget has not been approved. That
will determine how much we can do on South Street.  

The Board of Selectmen, as always, was committed to
presenting the Board of Finance with a budget that will be
acceptable to the community without decreasing necessary
services or infrastructure improvements and building mainte-
nance. We stay committed to seeking out grants to offset large
expenditures that must be done, although we are very aware
they are drying up due to the fiscal mess the State is in.

The Board of Finance will complete the process and present
the budget at a public hearing scheduled for Tuesday, April
19th, at 7:00 p.m. in Town Hall. Copies of the proposed
budget will be available online, in Town Hall and the Library
for the public before that hearing. The Annual Town and
Budget Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17th at 7:30.
It is after that meeting that the Board of Finance sets the mill
rate based on the approved budget.

Roxbury Responds to Japan
"Roxbury Responds" is a Town fund that was set up in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Its purpose is to receive
donations when catastrophes occur, and the Town can send
monetary help where needed. Donations sent always say
from the residents of the Town of Roxbury.  Past tax-
deductible donations have been sent for Katrina and Haitian
relief efforts. Now we are seeking donations to help the
Japanese people.

The March 11th earthquake was the 5th strongest in the
world since 1900, and Japan's worst. The situation was made
more devastating after the earthquake triggered a tsunami
and nuclear disaster. Then, inclement weather hampered res-
cue and recovery efforts. 

If, like everyone else, you have felt deeply for the Japanese
people, and you have wondered what you can do to make a
difference, then here's your chance. Roxbury Responds is
seeking donations that will be sent to the American Red
Cross earmarked specifically for Japanese relief efforts. The
Red Cross has given this update:

"Overall, the conditions for survivors appear to be improv-
ing - the number of people in shelters in Japan has dropped
to 244,000 from what had been the high of nearly half a mil-
lion. More supplies and fuel are also reaching affected areas.
However, the needs are still overwhelming and uncertainty
around several Japanese nuclear reactors and associated
health risks remains a major concern." 

Reports from the United Nations Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs states that the postal system
is clogged up with people trying to send relief into the area
and are urging people to find out where help is needed most,
and to send it there. 

The Board of Selectmen oversees the fund and will send
donations to the American Red Cross. Checks can be made
out to the Town of Roxbury with "Roxbury Responds" or
"Japan Relief" in the memo. Checks can be dropped off at
the Selectmen's Office or mailed to the First Selectman's
attention at P. O. Box 203, Roxbury, CT 06783.

As fellow citizens of the planet, we pray that the people of
Japan can overcome this tragedy. Thank you for your help.

Welcome Jerrilynn Tiso
Social Services Director/
Municipal Agent for Elderly Persons

We are happy to welcome Jerrilynn Tiso as our new Social
Services Director and Municipal Agent for Elderly Persons
effective April 4th. Jerrilynn comes to us with the experience
and integrity to help our residents through a myriad of issues
that may come your way. The Board of Selectmen is very
happy to have her on board. I asked Jerrilynn to introduce
herself in this newsletter. It follows:

"Hello to all residents of Roxbury. My name is Jerrilynn Tiso
and I am your new Social Services Director/Municipal
Agent. I would like to tell you a little about my background
and experience before coming to Roxbury. I was born in
Westchester County, NY and attended Port Chester High
School. I graduated from the State University of New York
at Potsdam, where I majored in education and psychology.
After college, I worked for the Westchester County
Department of Social Services for one year before leaving for
Europe, thus realizing a lifelong dream of mine. I lived in
Germany for thirteen and a half years, and taught English
there to German junior and senior high school students. 

After my return to the USA in 1981, I pursued a master's
degree in Human Services from the College of New
Rochelle. Since then, I have worked in the social services
field in Westchester County, then Danbury CT where for
many years I was the coordinator of homeless services and
case manager of individuals who had mental health and/or
substance abuse issues. Since summer 2008 I have been the
Social Services Director/Municipal in Kent. 

I am very happy and grateful to have the opportunity to
meet and work with you. The Town of Roxbury and the
other small towns in the northwest corner of Connecticut
are very fortunate to have an incredible variety of programs
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designed to assist residents in a given situation. Many people
do not even know these programs exist. Your local Town
Social Worker is the one to speak with to get information
about this wonderful "safety net" that has been set up to help
smooth one's way through a tough time. My office is on the
second floor at the Senior Center on South Street, and my
office hours are Wednesdays and Fridays 10:00-4:00. I value
and respect your privacy, and will treat any communication
with the strictest confidentiality. Please feel free to call me at
860-210-0201 to make an appointment, and I look forward
to meeting you soon!"  

continued on page 4

ROXBURY PRIDE - CAPTURE IT!

Show Community Pride by Putting Trash in its Place

Help with the Roxbury Road Clean-Up on
Saturday, April 16th 

Bags & Gloves can be picked up at the
Transfer Station 

9-11 a.m.

Congratulations to the Historic District Commission!
The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation will pres-
ent a 2011 Connecticut Preservation Award to Roxbury's
Historic District Commission for their book, Barn Stories
from Roxbury Connecticut, at the annual meeting on April
7th. The meeting will be held at the State Capitol beginning
at 5:30 p.m. The First Selectman will attend with members
of the Commission. The members who worked on the book
are Wendy Walker, Charles Haver, Jack Huber, Georgette
Miller, Lincoln Turner, Richard Stevenson, Charles
Raymond and Peter Wooster.

When a barn suddenly disappeared on South Street, the
HDC fought hard for a Demolition Delay Ordinance,
which we now have, and that barn's departure was what
launched what was to be 3 years of a very labor-intensive
project which culminated into Barn Stories. This book is
the silver lining of that experience.

Barn Stories is a phenomenal, first class book. Although
many barns are gone from our landscape, and now even
more since this winter brought the collapse of several, who
knew that there are the number of barns still here among us?
Thankfully, those that did collapse were documented in this
book.  

Congratulations HDC and thank you for giving us this
treasured keepsake. Books are still on sale - you can pick one
up at the Town Hall. Cost is $35.

Volunteers Needed
The Board of Selectmen is looking for registered voters to
serve on the Board of Education and the Energy Task Force
as well as the NW Regional Mental Health Board and Lake
Lillinonah Authority. We are also looking for volunteer driv-
ers to help people who need to be driven to an appointment,
etc. If you are interested in finding out about these volunteer
positions, call the Selectmen's Office at 860-354-9938.

Need a Ride?
Need a ride to a doctor or local business? Call Jerrilynn Tiso,
Municipal Agent, and she will  try and help you get a ride
in our senior van. Call her at 860-210-0201.

Blight Ordinance
The Selectmen have been requested to look into a Blight
Ordinance. We are gathering samples from other towns and
are interested in what the residents think about it. Feel free
to email me at bhenry@roxburyct.com or call 860-354-
9938 with your suggestions or concerns, we're interested in
what you have to say.

Time to Clean your Property of JUNK Cars!!

Call 860-246-JUNK to have your junk or unregistered
car towed. Remember our Zoning regulations allow
only ONE (1) unregistered vehicle on your property
AND it needs to be hidden from view. Various com-
plaints have proven to be true that this regulation is not
being adhered to. Take advantage of this opportunity or
sell your cars for scrap metal before the ZEO enforces
these violations. Roxbury Pride - Capture It!

National Volunteer Week  – April 18-24, 2010
A huge THANK YOU to all of Roxbury's volunteers
who make a difference everyday in our community. 

Solar Panels are Coming!
The Selectmen have taken the opportunity to look into
Solar Incentives for municipalities through a Federal
Stimulus Fund. We are working with DCS Energy and hope
to see that this program will be a benefit to our community
with possibly receiving solar panels for most town buildings
with no investment on our part. The company has come out
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and conducted on-site reviews of our buildings, including
Booth Free School. The Energy Task Force has been asked
to take it from here to see if we can bring this project to
fruition, working with the Historic District Commission.
The Town could save @ $20,000 in electric costs per year
if all information is correct and the building reviews pan
out. At the end of 5 years we purchase the panels for $1.
They have a warranty of 15 years. We will keep you post-
ed about this exciting possibility for our communty!

Do you know a resident who is presently 
serving in the military?
The Selectmen would like to keep the listing of names of
Roxbury's men and women who are serving in the military
today up to date. If you know of someone we can add to
our list, please call the Selectmen's Office at 860-354-
9938 or email bhenry@roxburyct.com . Thank you for
your help.  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Monday, May 30th

at 10:00 a.m.

14th Annual Town Hall
Giving Tree - THANK YOU

It is never too late to express thanks. Even though we are
finally seeing signs of spring I have not forgotten the gen-
erosity shown by many of our residents and churches over
this past Christmas season. My good intentions of writing
thank you notes to everyone are still present but I need to
express a public thank you to all who took an angel from the
Giving Tree in Town Hall and purchased gifts for those in
need in our community.

As in the previous 13 years, the response was overwhelming
from this very compassionate and generous community. On
behalf of those who benefitted from this outpouring of car-
ing, my sincere thanks and appreciation. Gift cards for food,
gas and medical supplies as well as gift certificates for
Christmas dinners were donated and distributed.

Most people today are re-evaluating their priorities and cut-
ting back.  But there are those in our community who don't
have the income they did last year and it means doing with-
out the necessities. Some ask, "In Roxbury?" Yes, in
Roxbury. That's why this Giving Tree, while it is up over the
holiday season, provides long past the holidays. It truly has
become a "giving" tree.

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,
How Beautiful Your Branches - Not Really

You may have noticed that the tree we light every
December is failing. Our Tree Warden, David Gardener,
has sent a sample of the tree to be analyzed to see what
and IF we can do anything to save the tree.

Fuel Assistance - THANK YOU
Aside from those who took an angel from the Giving Tree, sin-
cere thanks are in order to those who donated towards fuel
assistance - groups and individuals. Also those who continue
to donate their 5¢ cans and bottles at the Transfer Station,
your help goes toward this much needed assistance.

Do you know we have a Food Pantry? 

Food donations make their way to the Selectmen's Office
through church collections and individual donations. All
food donations are distributed to Roxbury residents in need,
confidentially, at the Senior Center. Contact Jerrilyn Tiso,
Social Services Director at the Senior Center on Wednesday
or Friday from 10-4. She can be reached at 860-210-0201.
Dry goods and food gift cards are always welcomed. Thank
you for your help.  

Edward T. Went - Reception - Watch for Details
Our former First Selectman, Ed Went, has moved to
Litchfield. He snuck out of town and we'd like to have a
reception for him to thank him for all his service to our
community. Watch for details.

News from the Assessor
Linda Bertaccini, Assessor

In preparation for the 2012 Revaluation, this is to notify the
residents that Jim Hurlbut, Assistant Town Clerk, will be
out and about Roxbury taking photos to update the records
in the Assessor's office. He will also be assisting the Assessor
with field work and field reviews. If you see Jim around your
home, but you are not sure who he is, to alleviate any con-
cerns, do not hesitate to ask him for his ID. Just know that
he is doing a job he was asked to do.

As a side note, this is one example of our employees picking
up the slack. They have been asked to do more with less and
it is appreciated. B. Henry

Driveway Ordinance
Please remember that any stone walls or gates that are being
built at driveway entrances cannot be in the Town's right of
way. Please comply. Thank you.
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TOWN CALENDAR
April
4 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
6 7:00 Recreation

11 7:30 Zoning Commission
13 7:00 Conservation Commission
14 7:30 Planning Commission
19 7:00 Annual Budget Hearing
20 7:30 Historic District Commission
21 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
22 Good Friday - Town Hall Closed
26 7:30 Inland Wetland Commission
30 9-12 Community Shred Day - Transfer Station

May
2 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
3 6:00am - 8:00 pm 

VOTE REGION 12 BUDGET, Town Hall
4 7:00 Recreation
7 Recreation Town Wide Tag Sale
9 7:30 Zoning Commission

11 7:00 Conservation
12 7:30 Planning Commission
14 Fishing Derby at Pond
17 7:30 Annual Town Meeting 

Immediately following Board of Finance
18 7:30 Historic District Commission
19 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
22 2:00 Town Wants to Know
24 7:30 Inland Wetlands
30 Town Hall Closed - Memorial Day

June
1 7:00 Recreation Commission
6 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen
8 7:00 Conservation Commission
9 7:30 Planning Commission

13 7:30 Zoning Commission
15 7:30 Historic District Commission
16 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
21 7:00 Board of Finance
28 7:30 Inland Wetlands Commission

July
4 TOWN HALL CLOSED - 

INDEPENDENCE DAY
5 7:30 Board of Selectmen
6 7:00 Recreation
9 Picken & Fiddlin - Hurlburt Park

10 Picken & Fiddlin (Rain Date)
11 7:30 Zoning Commission
13 7:00 Conservation
14 7:00 Planning Commission
19 7:00 Board of Finance
20 7:30 Historic District Commission
21 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
26 7:30 Inland Wetlands

Town Updates (continued)

** TRANSFER STATION PERMITS **

2011 Permit Stickers
Should be Purchased by Now

Permit stickers for 2011 were sold during December and
January. However, if you still need one, they are available
for purchase in the Tax Collector's Office. The cost is $25
for your first vehicle, $10 for each additional vehicle and
must be on your windshield. There is also a late fee. If you
do not have a 2011permit displayed you will not be able
to access the Transfer Station. A Transfer Station permit
sticker will also allow you access to the parks/pond.   

***NOTE: Your taxes must be
up-to-date in order to get a sticker(s)***

*****************************************************

Park Stickers
If you would like to access the parks and do not need a
Transfer Station sticker, the same Park Permit sticker will
still be available at no charge in the Selectmen's Office
upon proof of car registration and residency. It must also
be applied to your windshield and does not expire.  So if
you have a current Park Permit you do not need to get
another one.

Town Wide Road Cleanup
Susan Stauffacher,
Energy Task Force

This year is the 41st anniversary of Earth Day. Roxbury is
celebrating Earth Day on Saturday, April 16th, with a
town-wide road cleanup. 

Please consider helping on April 16th by getting bags and
gloves at the Transfer Station between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. and picking out a road to clean. The town crew will
pick up your sealed bags that are left by the roadside. Or,
you can bring them to the Transfer Station yourself.

Also, consider having every day be Earth Day. Adopt your
road, or any road, and pick up any trash that you see on
that road.

Thanks in advance for keeping Roxbury roads beautiful.

If you have any questions, call Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-
1274. This event is sponsored by the Roxbury Energy Task
Force.
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Assessor’s Office
Linda Bertaccini,

Assessor
Homeowner's Benefit
Applications for property tax credit are available in the
Assessor's office and on the Roxbury web site.  

To qualify, a homeowner must meet the following criteria:
the home for which the credit is being sought must be the
homeowner's primary residence. The homeowner must
have owned the home on or before October 1, 2010. The
homeowner must have reached the age of 65 by the end of
2010, although totally disabled homeowners are eligible
regardless of age.

The income limits are $32,300 for single homeowners and
$39,500 combined income for married homeowners. 

Proof of all income for 2010 must be provided. If an appli-
cant files an Income Tax Return, a copy must be provided.
If an applicant receives Social Security benefits, a copy of
the SSA 1099 form must be provided.  

The 2011 filing deadline is 12:00 noon on May 13th.

Additional Veterans Exemption Applications for addi-
tional veterans exemption for the 2011 Grand List are
available in the Assessor's office and on the Roxbury web
site. Once qualified for the veterans exemption, a veteran
who meets the income limit is entitled to an additional
exemption. 

The income limits for those veterans who are not deemed
100% disabled through the Veterans Administration are
$32,300 for single veterans and $39,500 combined income
for married veterans. Proof of all income for 2010 must be
provided. If an applicant files an Income Tax Return, a
copy must be provided. If an applicant receives Social
Security benefits, a copy of their SSA 1099 form must be
provided.  

The income limits for those veterans who are deemed
100% disabled through the Veterans Administration
are $18,000 for single veterans and $21,000 for married
veterans – adjusted gross income only. Social Security
benefits are not considered. Proof of income for 2010 must
be provided. If an applicant files an Income tax return, a
copy must be provided.  

The 2011 filing deadline is 12:00 noon on September 30th.

If you have any questions, please contact the Assessor's
office at 860-354-2634. Office hours are Tuesday and
Thursday 9:00 am to 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
and Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Volunteers Needed!
Help Us Monitor the Health of

the Shepaug River
The Roxbury Conservation Commission, along with the
Housatonic Valley Association and the Shepaug River
Association, is calling for volunteers to help monitor the
continuing health of the Shepaug River. We are assembling
small groups of volunteers to gather water samples and assess
the macro-invertebrate (aquatic insect) population at several
locations on the river. There will be a training session at
Roxbury Town Hall on the evening of May 5. On Saturday,
May 7, participants will meet at Town Hall then travel in
teams to sampling locations in and just to the north of
Roxbury. After the collection, everyone will return to Town
Hall where the specimens will be processed. This is a unique
chance to participate in citizen science and learn more about
the most prominent geographical feature of Roxbury.
Samples are sent to the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection for further evaluation and as a
record of the current health of the Shepaug River. 

Waders and nets will be supplied. Wear appropriate outdoor
clothing. Lunch will be provided on Saturday. The time
commitment is 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, May 5, and 9:30 AM
to 1 PM, May 7. This is a terrific, hands-on service oppor-
tunity for high school students, scouts, anglers, hikers, or any
other individuals or groups interested in the protection of
our local rivers and watershed. Volunteer participants will be
directly involved in the critical role of monitoring the health
of our area rivers.  

Please contact Hugh Rawson at hugh.rawson@charter.net,
860-354-3174

or
Trudy Swenson at trudyswenson@charter.net,

860-210-1532
for further details and enrollment. Please provide an email
address and phone number for contact in case of cancelation.

Water Sampling Training, Thursday, May 5, 2011 at 6:30-
8:30 PM – Roxbury Town Hall

Water Sampling Activities, Saturday, May 7, 2011 at 9:30
AM to approximately 1 PM – Meet at Roxbury Town Hall. 

please visit us at

www.roxburyct.com
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Roxbury Blood Drives
Are Moving
Brooke Wheeler,

Roxbury Blood Drive Committee
For the past 17 years Town Hall has been a wonderful host
for our blood drives but, due to new FDA regulations, the
room can only accommodate 4 beds. As we found last
November, that is definitely not enough!

The Roxbury Congregational Church has offered to spon-
sor our drives, with enough space for at least 6 beds, more
staff and LESS wait time.

Our next scheduled drives are:

Friday, May 20,
Roxbury Congregational Church, 1:00-6:00

Friday, July 15
Roxbury Congregational Church, 1:00-6:00

Please mark your calendar now. We really need YOU.

All donors with appointments and arriving on time will be
taken before walk-ins. To schedule an appointment, call
1-800-GIVE-LIFE or log on to www.redcrossblood.org.  

A heartfelt thanks to all of you at Town Hall who have been
so supportive and gone out of your way to make our blood
drives run smoothly. A special thanks to Peter Hurlbut and
Linda Bertaccini who literally moved everything from the
tops of the Town Clerk's counters and desks to the Assessor's
office, in order for us to use the Town Clerk's office for blood
drive histories. I know that was a major inconvenience but it
allowed us to run a larger drive for many years.

We look forward to welcoming all donors, old and new, at
our new location.

Conservation Commission
Trudy Swenson, Chairman

Freedom Lawns for Spring
The Roxbury Conservation Commission encourages neigh-
bors to welcome healthy lawns and organic property care
this coming spring once the hills of snow have melted.   

Please revisit some of the organic lawn care tips listed below,
review last year's Freedom Lawn Expo chemical-free prop-
erty maintenance ideas found on the RCC website:
http://www.roxburyct.com/Pages/RoxburyCT_BComm/
Conservation/rcc_freedomlawn.pdf or check out the
Milford, CT Freedom Lawn program found on the following
website: http://www.milfordecc.com/ecc/freedom_lawn.html. 

Organic Lawn Care
The easiest, most cost effective way to a beautiful, healthy
lawn is to work with nature, not against it. A healthy lawn
needs nutrients and microbe-rich soil to develop deep root-
ed, dense turf that competes successfully with weeds. Dense
turf is beautiful and low maintenance. It naturally resists
drought, insects and diseases.

Pesticides are not necessary for a beautiful lawn. In fact,
they can do more harm than good.  They kill the microbial
life necessary for healthy soil and can kill the pest's natural
enemies.  This invites disease and insect infestation, which
leads to more pesticide use and traps you in an unhealthy,
costly chemical cycle.  

Basic lawn care tips:
1. Mulch the top layer of leaves for healthy grass in 

the spring

2. Overseed in both spring and fall with a mix of 
hardy grasses

3. Mow high – 3".  Keep mower blades sharp

4. Leave grass clippings on lawn as fertilizer

5. Water only when soil is dry 6" down. 1" water 
per watering

6. Strive for a soil pH around 6.8 

7. Avoid high nitrogen chemical fertilizers which 
kill healthy organisms and attract unwanted pests

8. Avoid "organic" sludge-based fertilizers that 
contain heavy metals and toxins (read label carefully)

Feel free to stop by, show your support, and learn more dur-
ing the coming "A Town Wants to Know" session. This pro-
gram will concentrate on safeguarding the Shepaug River
Watershed. Because water is such an important element
affected by the use of chemicals and gardening supplies, the
Commission encourages home owners to test the water
quality of their well by obtaining a kit from local testing labs.

Save the Date!

A Town Wants to Know:
Sunday May 22 at 2:00 PM

Roxbury Town Hall
Sponsored by the Roxbury Conservation Commission

Speakers will include representatives from local, state, and
nationwide organizations with interests in our river, includ-
ing the Housatonic Valley Association, in the Shepaug Rivers
Alliance of Connecticut, the Shepaug River Association, the
Freedom Lawn Initiative, and the National Resource
Conservation Service. We invite Roxbury citizens to come
and learn how the river and its watershed play an important
ecological, social, and economic role in our community.

Join us to learn more and support the preservation and
restoration of the Shepaug!



Universal Class is here!!!!! Are you interested in learning some-
thing new??? Ask for information about "Universal Class" a
series of adult education courses accessible online with your
library card. This unique online adult education opportunity
is available to all Roxbury residents thanks to a generous
donation of funds from the Friends of the Library and the
Friends of the Roxbury Senior Center. Check out the link on
our homepage at www.minormemoriallibrary.org.

Spring is Here!!! Stop by the library to check out any one of
several passes to local museums and enjoy Connecticut's most
interesting places to visit. All passes have been donated by the
Friends of the Roxbury Library. 

Programs for Adults:
Book Discussions: Our adult book discussion group meets
monthly on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. Please call for
additional information.

"Lunch Bunch" book discussion group at the Roxbury Senior
Center meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 12:30.
Please call for additional information.

May 22nd @ 2 p.m. at Town Hall "A Town Wants To Know"
"Protecting the Shepaug" co-sponsored by the Roxbury
Conservation Commission.

June 5th 2 - 4 p.m. Mary Schinke will present a program
entitled "Trusts/Living Wills & Advanced Directives" in the
Library's Community Room. 

Art Exhibits:
The weaved rugs of Jane Doyle and furniture of Charlie
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Minor Memorial Library
Valerie Annis, Director

Jackson and Harry Ong will be on exhibit in our Community
Studio beginning with an opening reception on Saturday,
April 16th from 2 - 4 p.m. This exhibit will be available for
viewing during regular library hours, when programs are not
in progress, through Monday, May 16th. 

The paintings of Bettina Skor will be on exhibit in our
Community Studio opening on May 21st.  This exhibit will
be available for viewing during regular library hours, when
programs are not in progress, through Friday, July 1st. 

Children's Programs: 
Story Times - Friday mornings 10:45 -  11:30 - Please call for
additional information 

Afterschool Kindergarten Lunch Bunch - Meets once a
month on Monday afternoons from 1:00 - 1:45 for stories
and crafts. Call for additional information.  

Afterschool - Book Bug Club for 1st Graders Meets once a
month on Monday afternoons from 3:15 - 4:00 for stories
and crafts.   Call for additional information.  

Afterschool - Page Turners for 2nd Graders - Meets once a
month on Monday afternoons from 3:15 - 4:00 - Join us to
read a story to our favorite canine friends. 

"One World, Many Stories" – Our summer
reading program begins June 25th

Join us for Tai Chi with
Kathleen Brenner 11:30 - 1:00 p.m.

Reminder
June is the month to register your dog.

A form is available online at www.roxburyct.com
under the Town Clerk’s section.

The fees remain the same as last year.
Unaltered dog $19.00

Altered dog $8.00The Friends of the
Roxbury Library

The Friends will be collecting books for their annual Book
Sale every Saturday morning from 9 am to noon at the
Hodge Memorial Library (the old library) until June 4th. We
accept clean books, DVD's and CD's. We do not accept
encyclopedias, magazines, condensed books or text books.  If
you have any questions please call Muffy Munson at 354-
2613. Thank you.

Registrars of Voters
Judy Doran Muffy Munson

If you receive a voter canvas card in the mail, please be sure
to fill it out and return.  Failure to do so could result in
your name being taken off the voter list.
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Roxbury-Bridgewater
Garden Club

The Friendship Garden located between the Burnham
Library and Burnham School on Route 133 in Bridgewater
was dedicated on November 12. The garden is a gift from
the Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club. The primary
designer of the garden is club member Dr. Peter Jameson, a
gardener for 75 years. 

Christmas was a busy season for the Club. We decorated
the Living Room and Conservatory at the Osborne House
Museum in the theme of  "Trimming the Tree" in the style
of the 1920s. The conservatory featured amaryllis plants
grown by members. At our greens workshop in December
we made more than 20 wreaths and decorations for town
buildings in Roxbury and Bridgewater.

Our February meeting featured a talk and slide presenta-
tion by Peter Jameson on The Gardens of Cornwall and the
Isles of Scilly where the warm Gulf Stream enables semi-
tropical plants to flourish.

In March we will visit Shakespeare’s Garden in Brookfield
for a program on container gardening.

When Spring comes remember that club members will be
happy to help you divide any overcrowded perennials.
We'll take the extras to repot and care for them until our
annual Plant Mart on May 21st. If you'd like help with
dividing, call Marilyn Mehr at 354-7069.

The deadline for applications for the Garden Club's $1000
scholarship is May 15. Applications are available at Town
Hall and Shepaug and Nonnewaug guidance offices.
This scholarship is available to both high school seniors
and college undergraduates majoring in horticulture,
environmental studies and related subjects.

The Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club welcomes area
residents and guests to our monthly meetings held the
second Thursday of each month at St. Mark's Parish Hall
in Bridgewater. During the growing season meetings begin
at 9 AM with horticulture followed by a business meeting
at 10 AM, then special projects, a speaker or a workshop
concluding with refreshments or a light lunch.

For more information please contact co-presidents Ann
Wagner in Roxbury at 355-2195 or Wanda Heaney in
Bridgewater at 354-6966.

please visit us at www.roxburyct.com

Building Department
John Blaney,

Building Official
When thinking about Spring projects this year, if you are
unsure if a permit is required for your project(s) feel free to
call and ask. Here is a list of some common items that do not
require a Building Permit – Fences not over 6 feet high,
retaining walls not over 3 feet high, sidewalks and patios,
playground equipment and other types of landscape features,
window awnings, finished flooring, tiling, cabinets and
countertops, painting, papering and similar finish work not
involving structural changes or alterations. 

Here is a small list of some items that do require a permit –
sheds (all sizes), residing and reroofing, window replace-
ment, finish basements, demolition of any structure, most
pools and many tents may need a permit even if they are
temporary. Any addition or structural alteration will need a
permit. When planning a project that requires a permit allow
time for the permit process. Some permits have a quicker
turnaround time than others. Again feel free to call or stop
by with questions about you particular project. The Building
Department is open Tuesday through Friday from 8-1pm.

Roxbury Boy Scout Troop 65
Roxbury Boy Scout Troop 65 will host its annual roast beef
dinner from 5-7 p.m. Saturday, April 9th, at Booth Free
School, South Street, Roxbury. The cost is $12 for adults and
$5 for children 5-12. Tickets are available from any Scout or
at the door.  

The dinner consists of roast beef, basted in a secret sauce and
rotisserie-roasted over a charcoal fire, salad, baked potato,
vegetable, bread, apple pie, ice cream and beverage.

This dinner is the Troop's major fund raiser and allows the
boys activities such as visiting Gettysburg, Annapolis, West
Point and Washington, DC, backpacking in New
Hampshire's White Mountains and canoeing on the
Delaware River.

Troop 65 supports its community through a variety of proj-
ects with Roxbury Land Trust, Roxbury Senior Center,
Shepaug Valley High School, the Institute for American
Indian Studies and many other local non-profit groups, and
at Camp Workcoeman in New Hartford.

For additional information, contact John Irwin at 860-
355-6970.
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News From Our Health District
Roxbury, as a member town of the New Health District is an eligible partcipant in CDC/Yale Tick Study

The states of Connecticut, Maryland and New York, along
with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) are conducting
a study to see if tickborne diseases can be prevented with a
single, targeted pesticide application to yards. To learn more
about the study visit www.betickfree.com and/or call 1-888-
668-1856. The Newtown Health District is excited that our
member towns are eligible to participate in this important
study.

Lyme disease and other tick-borne illness are as big a
problem as ever. Please do not become complacent when it
comes to being aware of your risk (and your family’s risk) of
getting bitten by a tick. The Health District considers this a
high priority:  the danger of ticks and the damage they can
do. Below are suggestions to help prevent tick bites, Lyme
disease and tick-borne illness. Please remember that it takes
only one time of not using protection or doing a thorough
tick check, and you can be bitten and infected.

The District urges residents to pay attention to their possible
exposure to ticks. It is critically important that when you are
outdoors that you be careful to:

(1) Avoid tick habitats whenever possible. Ticks like to 
live in leaf litter and moist and shady areas. Remove
leaf litter, clean up stone walls, use wood chip borders
along the yard edge and moving play areas and swing
sets out of the shade will all help reduce your potential
exposure to the ticks. 

(2) Use personal protection (protective clothing, long 
pants and sleeves, pants tucked in, long hair tied back, 
and use of repellents if desired and used according to
the manufacturer’s directions)

(3) Check yourself, your children and your pets for ticks 
when you come in from the outdoors.

(4) If you find a tick attached, remove it carefully and
properly with thin tipped tweezers just behind the
head (the place of attachment) and pull straight out,

(5) Disinfect the area and put the tick in a sealed plastic
bag or container,

(6) Bring the tick to the Health District office where we
can then send it out to the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, for identification and possible 
testing for the spirochetes that cause Lyme Disease.

(7) Also, do a tick check and check for a rash every day.
You may not remember being outdoors, or you may
have missed a tick bite; it’s important to check daily
for ticks and for a rash. (Note: not everyone who
is bitten by an infected tick gets a rash, but it is
important to be on the look-out)

There are many things you can do to your outdoor environ-
ment to reduce numbers of ticks and tick exposure – contact
our office or stop by for an excellent brochure that provides
these details.

For additional information on how to BLAST tickborne dis-
ease out of our lives, visit our web page at:

http://www.newtown-
ct.gov/Public_Documents/NewtownCT_Health/index

Please also feel free to contact the Health District office at
(203) 270-4291, or email us at newtownhd@earthlink.net. 
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Roxbury Pride - Capture It! GO Green with
COMMUNITY SHRED DAY

Spring is here, we think, and it's a great time to do all the things we've been thinking about
over the winter months that we can do to improve our lives and the world we live in, which

includes our community.

Bring residential only documents and material to our Community Shred Day!
Watch your old documents be destroyed by Shred-it, a high-speed, mobile cross-shredder.

Shredded material will be recycled so you will also help to protect our environment.

Don't throw those bank statements in the trash!
Document Shredding Helps You Fight Identity Theft

For every two consoles of paper shredded, we will save one tree from being harvested. In
2009, Shred-It saved approximately 115,000 trees. This is roughly 6,700 tons of paper in one

year alone. Since April 1996, Shred-It has saved around 1,400,000
trees through shredding. This amounts to 82,000 tons of paper recycled.

Transfer Station
Saturday, April 30th

9-1
Residents are invited to bring all the unwanted personal documents they can carry. 

Completely Free • Staples and Paper Clips OK • Boxed or Bagged
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