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“No matter how long the winter, spring is sure to follow.”
– Proverb

Happy Spring!  It’s been one of the longest, coldest winters 
in memory but we’re on the backside of it and spring has 
officially arrived.  I can feel it even though as I write this the 
temperature is still in the 20’s.  The month of March came in 
like a lion and hopefully will go out like the saying says – a lamb.

HIGH-FIVES
A special “High Five” to the members of the Public Works 
crew and our seasonal winter crew for doing an outstanding 
job this winter keeping the roads cleared and safe.  It was a 
tough winter with many storms but, as usual, they rose to the 
occasion.

VOTING
You are being asked to take the time to vote 3 separate times 
in April and May.  Information on each vote follows in this 
newsletter, please make the effort to vote.  Absentee ballots are 
available for 1) and 2).  Town Meeting vote is for 3).

1) Region 12 School Referendum – April 29th

2) Region 12 Budget Referendum – May 8th

3) Town Government Budget – May 20th 

FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 PROPOSED 
BUDGET BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen has finished preparing the fiscal year 
2014-2015 budget and presented it to the Board of Finance.  
The BOF is in the review process.  

Increases in salaries, insurance, fuel and capital projects 
make up the proposed increase over fiscal year 2013-2014 of 
$44,920, or 1.47% for a Town budget of $3,105,973.  The 
BOS has applied for two grants, and if received, will reclaim 
and repave Minor Bridge Road as well as install generators 

at Bernhardt Meadow.  If we do not receive the grants, those 
projects will not be started.  This is a solid budget reflecting 
continued services and looking to maintain infrastructure.  We 
saw an $827,610 decrease (-0.1190%) in the 2013 Grand List 
based on the present 13.3 Mill Rate.     

With Roxbury’s share of the increase in the proposed Region 
12 budget, which is $175,160 or 2.55%, ($6,878,203 to 
$7,053,363) and the Town government increase, we should 
not be surprised to see a Mill increase to 13.4 or 13.5.  

The final decision will be the Board of Finance’s and they 
will arrive at that after they present a final budget at a Public 
Hearing on May 1st at 7:00 p.m. in Town Hall and after a vote 
at our Annual Town and Budget Meeting on May 20th at 7:30 p.m. 

As always, the BOS appreciates the way all Town departments 
and commissions approach the budgeting process and 
endeavor to keep costs as low as possible while still providing 
and enhancing the services our residents expect and deserve.

FIRE MARSHAL – JIM PIERPONT RETIRING

“Time and Tide Waits for No Man”…. so began the resignation 
letter of Fire Marshal Jim Pierpont to the First Selectman.  Jim 
has been the Fire Marshal for the Town of Roxbury for the past 
17 years.  During this time he had also spent time serving as 
our Zoning Enforcement Officer.  Jim’s last day will be April 
30th.

In his letter Jim recalled the special place Roxbury has always 
been to him dating back to the 1950’s when as a Boy Scout, 
he camped on Cross Brook Road fields and off School House 
Road.  In the 1960’s the Mattatuck Drum Band, of which he’s 
been a member since 1950, met at Williams’ cabin on Cross 
Brook where many tunes were played during the evening.  
In the 1970’s the band played at Old Roxbury Days.  In the 
early 1970’s Jim worked for the CT State Police out of Troop 
A, which was in Ridgefield, and his first assignment was to 
enforce the “No Thru Trucks” on Wellers Bridge Road.  The 
more things change the more they stay the same!  

Thank you Jim, for your service to our community over the 
years and Congratulations and best wishes to you in your 
retirement.  Jim and his wife, Judy, reside in Southbury.



Town Updates (continued)

REGION 12 REFERENDUM 
TUESDAY, APRIL 29 – PLEASE VOTE!

There has been a lot of information about the referendum 
scheduled for April 29th from 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. at Town 
Hall.   The referendum is two questions about the future 
of our schools and it’s very important for everyone to 
make the effort to get out and vote.  

The questions have been posted online on our website, 
in Town Hall and on the school’s website along with 
information regarding the questions and the proposed 
consolidation of the elementary schools and the cost.  
Information has been mailed to everyone’s home.  The 
Superintendent’s newsletter can be found on the Region 
12 website and our Town website.

Please get familiar with the information so you can make 
an informed decision on something that will impact our 
three communities from here on out.

I will be at the Senior Center on April 8th at 1:00 p.m. 
after “Soup’s On” to try and answer any questions or 
concerns and will have applications for absentee ballots.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Absentee Ballot Applications can be found on our website  
www.roxburyct.com under Town Clerk’s Office or you 
can walk in and fill one out in the Town Clerk’s Office now.  

Absentee Ballots will be available in the Town Clerk’s 
Office on April 10th.  If you have an application in to 
them, they will start mailing out the ballots that day.

ANNUAL TOWN AND BUDGET MEETING

The Annual Town and Budget Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 20th at 7:30 p.m. in Town Hall.  

REGION 12 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE

The Region 12 School Budget vote is scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 8th from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. in Town Hall.  The proposed 
school budget has an increase of $175,160 or 2.55% to the 
Town of Roxbury for a total Roxbury School Budget of 
$7,053,363. The total Region 12 budget is $21,778,021, up 
from $21,660,890 or a Net Current Expenditure Per Pupil of 
$24,211 up from $23,859 in 2013-2014. 

Absentee Ballots will be available in the Town Clerk’s Office.

BOARD OF FINANCE PUBLIC  
HEARING – MAY 1ST

The Board of Finance will present their final Town budget at a 

Public Hearing scheduled for Thursday, May 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
in Town Hall.  Prior to that date, and we will let you know 
when the BOF has completed its process, the proposed budget 
will be available online at www.roxburyct.com or copies can 
be picked up in Town Hall, the Senior Center or Minor 
Memorial Library.

TESTIFYING ON LEGISLATION  
IN HARTFORD

As First Selectman I have been testifying in Hartford on 
different legislation including 
•	 the ability to share a Resident State Trooper and the 

cost of their fringe benefits; 
•	 before the Appropriations Committee on several 

issues including State mandates, elimination of the 
Municipal Health Insurance Premium Tax 

•	 allowing municipalities to post a summary of a legal 
notice in the newspaper directing individuals to the 
town website for the full notice;

•	 strengthening mechanisms to ensure that the 
legislature carefully consider the fiscal impact on 
legislation on municipalities;

•	 reviewing recommendations for implementing the 
Uniform Chart of Accounts;

•	 increasing the Prevailing Wage thresholds;
•	 serving on various Legislative Committees for the 

Northwest Hills COG, Council of Small Towns and 
CT Conference of Municipalities 
 

RESIDENT STATE TROOPER PROGRAM

Over the years I have met with different members of the 
Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection 
about our Resident Trooper Program and how it was getting 
to be cost prohibitive for us.  In March, I was able to meet, 
along with First Selectman Curtis Read from Bridgewater, 
with the new Commissioner and several members of the State 
Police.  They have given us permission to be a pilot program 
for sharing a Resident Trooper.  Mr. Read and I have since met 
with the Major and Lieutenant and are in the process seeing 
this become a reality effective July 1st.

Public Safety will always be at the forefront of both Mr. Read’s 
and my responsibilities and we take it very seriously.  This 
action will allow for a Trooper to serve both our communities, 
oversee the constables and work overtime in our communities, 
if necessary.  The new Trooper will work 2-1/2 days in each 
town.  We will also have another Trooper on patrol 24/7, as we 
do now.  We will keep you informed as this progresses. 



Town Updates (continued)

JUNE IS DOG MONTH

Dog Licenses are 
available from the 
Town Clerk’s Office 
starting Tuesday, June 
3rd.  Applications 
are available on the 
Town Clerk’s page 
on the Town Website  
(www.roxburyct.com), under the Dog License section.   
The rabies expiration date is needed to register your dog.

Spayed/Neutered - $8.00 • Unaltered Dogs - $19.00

GARDEN CLUB

Hopefully by the time you read this the snow will have 
melted! April through July are the busiest months for the 
Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club.   Once again we will 
be offering our $1000.00 scholarship.  Applications will 
be available beginning in April at the Bridgewater and 
Roxbury town halls, at Shepaug, or through Linda Albanese,  
albanesel@hotmail.com.

At the end of April, Booth school children will participate in 
a cacti/succulent workshop led by the Garden Club’s youth 
committee. The children will be given plants and miniature 
replica Native American artifacts designed by Marilyn Mehr 
and painted by club members. The planting workshop will 
include a discussion of the Native Americans of the southwest.

Also in April a field trip is planned to Stonecrop Gardens in 
Coldspring, NY for the early spring blooms and flowering bulbs.

Again the club will have a table at the town-wide tag sale on 
May 3rd.  In addition to our gathered treasures, we will be 
offering an early peek at our member’s choice perennials in 
advance of our Plant Mart.

This year’s Plant Mart on May 17th will feature a large 
offering of organic vegetable plants grown from seed by 
members, and dug perennials from our own gardens and 
those of residents who generously let us dig and divide their 
flower beds. Our education booth will offer handouts on 
sustainable landscaping for the birds, bees, and butterflies.

Please call Marilyn Mehr @860-354-7069 or Ann Tymon 
@860-354-5575 if you would like to donate excess plants. 
Proceeds from the sale support our scholarship, youth and 
senior center programs, as well as the gardens we maintain.

The next Senior Center workshop is May 8.  Ann Wagner 
and her volunteers will assist in the making of seashell 
arrangements.

We will be cosponsoring the May 18th “Town Wants to 
Know” program at the Minor Memorial Library, featuring a 
program by Kathy Diemer on area gardens to visit.

The Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club welcomes area 
residents interested in horticulture and conservation to its 
monthly meeting held the second Thursday of each month 
at St. Mark’s Church on the Green in Bridgewater.  For more 
information call Fran Bednar @860-210-1422, or Barbara 
Lang @860-350-6524.

BLOOD DRIVES ON MAY 16 & JULY 11 
BLOOD DONORS NEEDED!
   
WE NEED MORE DONORS!  Blood donations have been 
slowly dwindling in recent years and we need to reverse the 
trend.  Roxbury drives used to collect 75 or more pints per 
drive and now we’re down to 40-50.

If you are 17 or older and weigh 110 pounds or more, please 
consider giving blood.  One pint can save up to three lives 
and there is no substitute. 
  
In order to get a better turnout for both towns, we are 
coordinating our blood drives with Washington.  The next 
two drives are:

Friday, May 16 - Roxbury Congregational Church
1:00-6:00

Friday, July 11 - Roxbury Congregational Church
1:00-6:00
          
Please mark your calendar now, and call or go online to make 
an appointment.  The number of staff and supplies depends 
upon the number of appointments.  Although walk-ins are 
welcome we want to have the resources to get everyone in and 
out as quickly as possible.

To donate blood, please make an appointment at  
800-GIVE-LIFE or www.redcrossblood.org.  We really 
need YOU.

   If you would be willing to help out at the drive, or have any 
questions please call Brooke Wheeler at 860-354-4821.



Town Updates (continued)

APRIL

2 7:00 Recreation Commission

7 7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen

9 7:00 Conservation Commission

10 7:30 Planning Commission

14 7:30 Zoning Commission

15 7:00 Board of Finance

16 7:30 Historic District Commission

17 7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals

18 Good Friday- Town Hall Offices Closed

22 7:30 Inland Wetland Commission

29 6:00 am - 8:00 pm Region 12 School  
Referendum Vote

MAY

1 7:00 Annual Town Budget Hearing

3 Recreation Commission Town  
Wide Tag Sale

5 7:00 Region 12 Annual District Meeting  
SVHS/MS

7:30 Board of Selectmen

APRIL
2
7

9
10
14
15
16
17
18
22
29

7:00 Recreation Commission
7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
Good Friday- Town Hall Offices Closed
7:30 Inland Wetland Commission
6:00 am - 8:00 pm Region 12 School  
Referendum Vote

MAY
1
3
5

6
7
8
12
14
15
20

21
26

27

7:00 Annual Town Budget Hearing
Recreation Commission Town Wide Tag Sale
7:00 Region 12 Annual District Meeting SVHS/MS
7:30 Board of Selectmen
6 am – 8 pm Region 12 Budget Vote Town Hall 
7:00 Recreation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
7:00 Annual Town Meeting/Budget Vote
Board of Finance immediately following
7:30 Historic District Commission
Town Hall Closed – Memorial Day
10:00 am Memorial Day Parade – Town Green
7:30 Inland Wetlands

JUNE
2

4
9
11
12
17
18
19
21
24

7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Recreation Commission
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
9:00 am - 12 pm Shred-It at Transfer Station
7:30 Inland Wetlands Commission

JULY
2
4
7
9
10
12
14
15
16
17
22

7:00 Recreation Commission
Town Hall Closed – July 4th 
7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
Picken & Fiddlin – Hurlburt Park
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
7:30 Inland Wetlands

TOWN CALENDAR
EARTH DAY APRIL 22 

•	 Attract bluebirds to your yard. Build or install a 
bird house.  Purchase one in Town Hall for $10  
(half price!) to benefit Roxbury Resident Relief.

•	 Kick the water bottle habit. Buy a reusable container 
and fill it with tap water.

•	 Turn your spoils into soil. Compost your food scraps.
•	 Use paints with low or no volatile organic compounds.
•	 Clean up your dog’s waste. It can contain harmful 

pathogens that can contaminate our drinking water.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Monday, May 26th

10:00 a.m.

SHRED-IT TRUCK AT THE 
TRANSFER STATION

Shred-It truck to be at the Transfer Station is Saturday, June 
21st from 9 -12.  Only residents with a Transfer Station permit 
can bring their personal papers to be shredded.  

MEETING NOTICES

April 29 - 6 am - 8 pm
School Referendum Vote

Town Hall

May 1 - 7:00 pm
Town Budget Hearing

Town Hall

May 5 - 7:00 pm
Region 12 Annual District Meeting

Shepaug Middle/High School

May 8, 6 am - 8 pm
Vote on Region 12 Budget

Town Hall

May 15, 7:00 pm
Annual Town Meeting and Budget Vote

Town Hall



Minor Memorial Library
Valerie Annis, Director

LIBRARY NEWS:

Check out our new Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.
com/minormemoriallibrary. If you would like to receive emails 
about upcoming events please add your email by going to our 
website at  www.minormemoriallibrary.org or by completing 
a form while visiting our library.

E-BOOKS ARE HERE:

We now provide e-books and downloadable audio books from 
OverDrive via our Bibliomation consortium, directly from our 
website. You can browse the collection, check-out with your 
 library card, and download to your computer and many mobile 
devices. E-Books can be enjoyed immediately or transferred to a 
variety of devices, including Kindle, iPod®, Sony® Reader™,  
and many others. Instruction is available at the library 
by appointment. Please call 860-350-2181 for additional 
information.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

“Tips & Tricks of Computing” 
    – 1st Monday of each month at 5:30
Adult Book Discussion 
    – 2nd Monday of each month at 5:30
Book Discussion at Senior Center 
    – 3rd Wednesday of each month at 12:30 at Senior Center

May 4th - 3:00 - Alexander Calder Program at Town Hall 
May 18th - 3:00 - Gardening program: Kathy Diemer, presenter
June 15th - Time -TBA - “Meet the Author & Illustrator” 

George Feifer & Billy Steers - Presenting    
Great Garlic: A Complete Guide to Nature’s Spiciest Spice

August 10th - 5:00 - “Meet the Author” 
Josh Weil - presenting - The Great Glass Sea

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:
August 24th-- 3:00 p.m. Minor Memorial Library’s 20th 

Anniversary Celebration  &Annual Frasier McCann 
Concert featuring “Heart & Soul”

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS:

Story Times for children 2 - 5 years old with their caregivers  
- Fridays at 10:45 – March 7, 2014 – June 13, 2014

Lapsit - Story time for babies 9 months - 2 years with their 
caregivers - Wednesdays 11:15 March 5, 2014 - June 11, 2014

Town Updates (continued)

“BLACKBOARD CONNECT”

Blackboard Connect is our alert system.  We have contacted you 
by phone in emergencies or with urgent information.  We are 
also sending blast emails and would like to make sure you’re on it.  
You can update your phone numbers and emails on a secure site 
that is on the Town website, www.roxburyct.com, Home page.  
Remember, if we have an old telephone number or email address, 
we can’t reach you.  You can also email James Hurlbut in the Town 
Clerk’s office with the information at jhurlbut@roxburyct.com.

WORTH MENTIONING…..

•	 Congratulations to the Town of Roxbury and the 
Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department for being selected 
as a 2014 CIRMA Risk Management Achievement 
Award Recipient.  This recognition is through our 
insurance carrier and is a nice recognition of the 
department’s commitment to risk management.  

•	 The Town’s Food Pantry is graciously hosted by Christ 
Church, in the office building to the left of the church. 
Thank you Christ Church for continuing with this 
wonderful community outreach and for all those who 
donate money to buy food to help our neighbors in 
need.  It is most appreciated.

REMINDER: Change the batteries in your 
smoke detector and carbon monoxide detectors.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you would like to volunteer on a Commission or Board, 
please call the Selectmen’s Office 860-354-9938 or email 
bhenry@roxburyct.com.  There are openings on the   

•	 Roxbury Museum Commission 

•	 We are also looking for a volunteer to help with 
the Community Garden located at the end of the 
Senior Center parking lot.  If interested, contact 
Renee David at 860-354-1949 or email her at 
rdavid02@charter.net.  It’s almost time to plant! 

•	  A new Energy Task Force, a subcommittee of the 
Conservation Commission.  If interested contact 
Barbara Henry at (860) 354-9938 or Gary Steinman at 
(860) 355-7314



Social Services
Jerrilynn Tiso,

Social Worker, Municipal Agent & Veterans’ Contact
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday — 10-4 — (860) 210-0201

MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM

The Medicare Savings Program in a State program designed to 
help Medicare beneficiaries meet their needs.  At a minimum, 
MSP will cover the cost of your Medicare B premium which 
this year is $104.90 a month…that’s $1258.80 for the year!  
There are different tiers to the program which can provide 
additional benefits.  To qualify, a single person’s gross monthly 
income may not exceed $2,053.03, and a couple’s gross income 
may not exceed $2,766.21.  Two good things about this 
program are that your assets are not taken into consideration 
in the determination process, AND there is no estate recovery 
by the State of Connecticut!  Please call me @ 860-210-0201 
if you’d like more information about this great program, or if 
you’d like to apply. 

WHEELS OF GREATER NEW MILFORD

If you are a senior citizen or disabled individual living in 
Roxbury, you can use the Wheels Program of Greater New 
Milford for transportation to non-emergency medical 
appointments.  To schedule a ride, please call 860-354-6012  
at least 48 hours in advance.

PHONE SERVICE HELP AVAILABLE

Individuals or families receiving assistance from a State or 
Federal program --- for example SNAP (formerly food stamps, 
CT Energy Assistance Program, Medicaid, Aid to Families 
--- are eligible for the ATT  Lifeline Program and Virgin 

Mobile’s  Assurance Wireless Program.  The ATT Lifeline 
Program will give you a $10.00 reduction on your ATT 
monthly landline service. The Assurance Wireless Program 
gives you a FREE Phone, 250 FREE Minutes & 250 FREE 
Texts each month.  Call Jerrilynn for more info on how to sign up.

HOUSING REHABILITATION LOAN PROGRAM

Roof leaking?  Furnace sputtering and on its last legs?  Got 
plumbing or electric issues? If you can answer “YES” to any 
of these questions, we have great news for you!  The Town 
of Roxbury was awarded a Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG), and now has funds available for housing 
rehabilitation. These funds are distributed as a 0% interest 
deferred loan to income eligible residential property owners.  
The loan is repayable at that time when ownership of the 
property is transferred. Our first rehab loan closed last week, 
and one of our senior citizens is very pleased to be getting a 
much needed new roof and rebuilt front porch.  

To be eligible, your income may not exceed $44,750 (single), 
$51,150 (family of two), $57,550 (family of three), and 
$63,900 (family of four).  For income limits for families larger 
than four, or if you would like to apply, please call Jerrilynn 
Tiso @ 860.210.0201, or the First Selectman’s office @ 
860.354.9938.

LITCHFIELD HILLS CHORE SERVICE (LHCS)

LHCS continues to be a WIN-WIN for our Town. Chore 
Service is invaluable for the senior citizens in Roxbury who 
need just a little help to remain independent in their own 
homes.  And it is invaluable for those residents who are earning 
a little extra income ($12.50 per hour) providing the service.  
If you are a senior who could use a little help around the house 
or garden, or someone who would like to earn a little extra 
money helping an elderly neighbor, please call Jerrilynn Tiso 
@ 860.210.0201.

CT HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE

Access Health CT is the name of Connecticut’s Health Care 
Exchange.  If you are under 65 and do NOT have health 
insurance, please call 1.855.805.4325 to enroll or for 
information on health plans available to you, and whether or 
not you may qualify for a Medicaid or a subsidy from the 
government towards your premiums.  You can also enroll 
online at www.accesshealthct.com.  As Open Enrollment 
ended on March 31, 2014, you will not be able to buy 
Marketplace health insurance until November 15, 2014 
which is the proposed date for 2015 Open Enrollment to 
start.  Additionally, you may have to pay a penalty. To buy 
Marketplace insurance outside Open Enrollment, you must 
qualify for a special enrollment due to a qualifying life event 
such as divorce, birth or adoption of a child, or loss of a job.

“Page Turners” for 2nd and 3rd graders - Read to one of our 
favorite canine friends -  Mondays: March 31st, April 28th  
and May 19th from 3:15- 4:00 p.m.

Children must be registered at the Library  
AND parents must send a note to school.

“Book Bug Club” for K and 1st graders - after school stories 
and crafts - Mondays: April 7th and May 5th from 3:15 – 4:00

Children must be registered at the Library  
AND parents must send a note to school.

Our annual Summer Reading Program - 
“Fizz, Boom - READ”

begins Saturday, June 28th with a special  
Bubble presentation

Additional programs will be scheduled. Please consult our 
website at www.minormemoriallibrary.org   

or call 860-350-2181 for information.



Roxbury Conservation  
Commission

A Successful Conclusion 
for Solarize  

Roxbury-Washington
Launched on November 10, 2013 and concluded on 
February 4, 2014, the Solarize Roxbury-Washington program 
succeeded in attracting 157 initial interest contacts and 27 
signed contracts for a solar capacity of 220 kW. Relative to 
size, no other individual Solarize program within the state 
of Connecticut performed as well. Guided by the Solarize 
committee, a group of local volunteers, the program held 
launch events in both towns and was featured in A Town Wants 
to Know energy program at Roxbury Town Hall. Smaller 
workshops and information events were held throughout 
the discounted pricing period to inform residents about the 
Solarize program. Peter Stevenson, principal of All Green it 
Solar, the selected solar installer for the program, participated 
in all the events and held office hours at town hall to respond 
to individual queries.  

This amount of signed contracts places Solarize Roxbury-
Washington participants in Tier 4 pricing.  It is estimated 
residents of the two towns contracted for systems with a market 
value of nearly $1 million, received about $225K in program 
discounts, $230K in state subsidies, and will potentially 
receive $160K in Federal Tax subsidies for a net cost of about 
$375K.  If these estimates are correct, participants will have 

saved $615K against market prices for their systems. More 
importantly, over the next 25 years, these systems will reduce 
our carbon footprint by over 5000 metric tons of carbon.  
Roxbury’s share of this performance is 20 systems and a nearly 
3900 ton reduction in carbon.
 
Roxbury residents represent approximately three quarters 
of the total (about 12% of all Roxbury households) and 
saved about $460K.  The Town will receive an estimated 60 
points under the Clean Energy Communities program for a 
total of 164 banked points to be redeemed for clean energy 
systems and grants for energy saving projects benefiting the 
community. Congratulations Roxbury! 

Historic District Commission
Spring Maintenance Recommendations

Now that winter is finally over, homeowners are scheduling 
maintenance.  One project is painting the exterior of a house, 
vital to protect clapboards and trim from the ravages of the 
elements.  Old house owners (or any house owner) need to be 
aware of the problems with the “permanent paint” that some 
contractors are offering.  The Litchfield Historical Society 
learned to their dismay how destructive this “paint” is.  It was 
applied to the Tapping Reeve House in 2003 where it trapped 
moisture and caused the siding behind it to rot.  Removing 
it was an arduous task, requiring powerful chemical strippers 
and intensive scraping.  “It seemed like a good way to protect 
our buildings,” says executive director Catherine Fields, “ but 
it didn’t work.  We hope other stewards of historic properties 
will profit from our experience.”

After this extremely frigid winter, we are all looking for ways to 
make our homes more energy efficient without compromising 
the historic character.  Go to the town’s website, www.
roxburyct.com, click on Historic District Commission to find 
information on windows and weatherization (and “permanent 
paint”). You’ll find several articles that explain strategies and 
offer guidance for the old house owner.  And the Minor 
Memorial Library has books and pamphlets collected by the 
HDC available to lend – titles are on our website. For additional 
advice check out cttrust.org/cttrust/page/homeowners..

Many residents are considering solar panels this season.  The 
decision to install this technology is up to the individual but 
there is a caution for the owners of an historic house. The 
HDC recommends that panels NOT be attached to the 
historic structure but be sited instead on an auxiliary building, 
such as a barn or a shed, preserving the integrity of the historic 
home. 

Good luck with the chores and enjoy the warmer weather.



Roxbury Conservation Commission
Dear Crabby,

I long for the days when the bees on my nepeta (catmint) and 
clover buzzed louder than my tinnitus; I needed my reading 
glasses to separate the dozens of Monarch wings hovering in the 
late summer air.  And now, just like Pete Seeger, I’m wondering, 
“Where have all the “flowers” gone?” – in this case monarch 
butterflies and bees. Most importantly, how do I get them back?

Yours sincerely,
Timothy Tinear
  
Dear Mr. Tinear,

I feel your pain. Catmint buzzing with industrious bees and 
the flash of bright orange Monarch butterfly wings across a 
lush green meadow are two pleasures New Englanders may 
take for granted. We can only hope it is not too late to bring 
them back. Here are a few brief questions and answers. 

Q. What happened to all the honey bees? 
A. We’re not quite sure. Scientists are 
working assiduously to try and find an 
answer. Bees are necessary pollinators to 
food crops throughout the world. We 
depend on them to perform a vital step 
in plant productivity. Without their 

contribution to agriculture our food system faces difficult 
challenges. The culprit for now is Colony Collapse Disorder, 
a general term describing what happens when the majority of 
a bee colony’s inhabitants disappear. For some undetermined 
reason adult honey bees are not returning to their colonies, 
leaving the queen bee and a smaller population of immature 
bees to carry on without them. Some beekeepers have lost 90% 
of their hives. The impact on the world’s food system could 
be catastrophic. Scientists are exploring many possibilities: 
parasitic bugs, mites, viruses, or other pathogens distributed 
through poor hive management.  

Q. What happened to the Monarch butterflies?
A. I’ve got a better answer for this but you might not like 
it. Scientists are still researching this problem but they are 
narrowing in on the cause. Monarch butterflies are fascinating 
creatures. They migrate long distances to ensure their survival, 
from the vast expanse of North America to the high elevation 
forests of Mexico and Central America. In order to make this 
journey they need to bulk up, pad their bodies with energy to 
use along the way. Where do they find this energy? In the form 
of nectar from their favorite plant, the common milkweed. 
Unfortunately, the large agribusiness industry looks upon 
the milkweed as bothersome weed in need of eradication. I’ll 
let a scientist do the talking here: Lincoln Brower, a leading 

entomologist at Sweet Briar College in Virginia, wrote that 
“the migration is definitely proving to be an endangered 
biological phenomenon. The main culprit is now GMO 
herbicide-resistant corn and soybean crops and herbicides 
in the USA,” which “leads to the wholesale killing of the 
monarch’s principal food plant, common milkweed. . .” 

Q. What can I do to help the butterflies and the bees?
A. Thanks for asking, Mr. Tinear. We all need to do our part 
to help these vulnerable 
and important creatures. 
Their contribution 
to our way of life is 
immeasurable. Here’s a 
list of things you can do 
and places where you can 
get more information.

Things you can do to help butterflies and bees

1. Plant bee- and butterfly-friendly flowering herbs. 
2. Weeds can be a good thing, especially milkweed. Let an area 
of your property go wild.
3. Don’t use pesticides and chemicals to treat your lawn and 
garden. Would you drink or eat them? Butterflies and bees 
don’t want to either.
4. Buy local and organic as much as you can, especially honey. 
It’s safer and healthier for everyone: you, your family, honey 
bees, and monarch butterflies. 
5. Bees are thirsty. Put out a bowl of water for them or place 
some landing rocks in your birdbath.
6. Learn more at these websites: www.monarch-butterfly.com 
& www.backyardbeekeepers.com/facts.html and do your own 
research into what you can do to help. 

Thanks for your important question, Mr. Tinear. Many people 
think bees are just pests and butterflies are mere ornaments. In 
reality, the loss of these species could hurt our favorite planet, 
Earth. 

“One blue sky above us
  One ocean lapping all our shore
  One earth so green and round
  Who could ask for more? . . .” 

My Rainbow Race (Pete Seeger, 1967)

Yours truly, 
Crabby Appleson

The Roxbury Conservation Commission invites you to submit your 
questions to Crabby Appleson at dearcrabbyinroxbury@gmail.com   

 



Roxbury Land Trust
Susan Payne, Executive Director

Be Bear Aware
Time to take down your  

inviting bird feeder.  

For more information on black bears contact  
www.ct.gov/DEEP/blackbear  

or phone 860-675-8130.

Did you know that the Land Trust does not receive 
town, state or federal support on an annual basis? 

Today the Land Trust protects in perpetuity 3,474 
acres. This is possible because of the annual support of 
many Roxbury residents. 

Thank you!

Be on the lookout for our Annual Appeal.  
We invite your support and your participation.

2014 Save The Date Events Calendar

May 10, Sat 10-Noon Trail Workday at Good Hill 
Farm Preserve - Invasives Removal led by Betsy Corrigan, 
field biologist, former co-chair of UConn’s CT Invasive 
Plant Working Group. Contact RLT office, 860-350-
4148, to participate.

May 25, Sun 2-4 PM, Memorial Day Weekend - Hike 
the Tierney Preserve. Families are invited to join Tony 
Mitchell, Rivers Alliance educator, for a guided Jack’s 
Brook Walk. (Meet at the Tierney parking area.)  Rain 
or shine.

June 7 & 8, CT Trails Day Weekend - Explore RLT’s 
many trails with family and friends. Self-guiding. Maps 
at www.roxburylandtrust.org, the RLT office, Roxbury 
Town Hall,  Minor Memorial Library and Maple Bank 
Farm. 

4th of July Weekend - Hike the Mine Hill and Carter 
Preserves - Explore the 19th century iron ore site. 
Self-guiding. New signs indicate the location of many 
former buildings.

Mark Your Calendars for another Jazz Fest 

Sept 6, Sat 5-7 PM Sunset Celebration for Families at 
the Gavel Family Farm Preserve - BYO Picnic Dessert 
provided by RLT.  Music by The Doug White Jazz Quintet.  
Children’s activities.
No dogs. Rain cancels this event.  

We welcome volunteers for trail monitoring and clean-up. 
Please contact the RLT office to volunteer or report any 
trail issues: 860-350-4148. 

Dog lovers/dog walkers:  We ask that you keep your pet, 
preferably, on a leash or under your control. 

Visit www.roxburylandtrust.org 
for more information.

TRANSFER STATION PERMITS – PURCHASE 
IN TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE

Permits for 2013-2014 will expire this year on June 30th.  
Effective July 1st:    
•	 New Permit Fee - $40; If purchased in May or June - $35
•	 Permit Fee for Volunteers – 1st one Free
•	 Each Additional Permit - $10
•	 Purchase in Town Clerk’s Office in May & June on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays or by mail to Town 
Clerk’s Office, P. O. Box 203

•	 Purchase with a Check at the Transfer Station on 
Saturdays in June

•	 Other fees payable to Operator or in Town Hall:
1. Refrigerators $30 due to Freon extraction
2. Pick-up Loads $25 due to rising costs in 

disposing of bulky waste
3. Mattresses $20 bulky fee to us
4. Dehumidifiers $10 due to Freon extraction 

Applications available on the website under Transfer Station 
www.roxburyct.com. 



TAX COLLECTOR 
Kimberly Pokrywka, Tax Collector 

Cindy Fink, Assistant  

 

 

CONNECTICUT VEHICLE REGISTRATION VERIFICATION 

There are many vehicles in Roxbury with an expired registration. 

As a result of the elimination of vehicle registration stickers on August 1, 2010 and the process for renewing your 
registration we are finding many people are driving an unregistered motor vehicle. Your renewed registration is effective 
ONLY after your payment has been received by the DMV and ALL compliance issues such as emissions testing and current 
delinquent taxes at met.  

To confirm that your payment has been processed and your registration has been renewed you must check the DMV 

registration verification website www.dmvselfservice.ct.gov and enter your plate number. 

You may search for your emissions test date at:  www.ctemissions.com and enter your VIN number. 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS REPORTING FOR DMV 

 

 

HOW TO HANDLE A CHANGE OF ADDRESS IN CONNECTICUT 

If you are a Connecticut resident and have changed your address or plan to do so in the near future, you must have the 
address information updated on your license, vehicle registration and title certificate. You are also required to notify your 
insurance provider of your new address.  

REPORTING A CHANGE OF ADDRESS TO THE DRIVER LICENSE DIVISION 

You must notify the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles of a change in address within 48 hours of moving to a new 
residence. Reporting a change of address to your local DMV office is simple, and can be done by mail or in person.  

 

 



REPORTING AN ADDRESS CHANGE BY MAIL: 

1. Complete an online request for Change of Address and/or Organ and Tissue Donor Status stickers. You will 

be sent updated stickers for your driver’s license. But this does not update your information in the DMV 

records, for which the form has to be mailed to the DMV. 

2. Download and complete the change of address form and mail it to: 

Department of Motor Vehicles 

60 State Street 

Wethersfield, CT  06161-5070 

Attn: Data Entry Change of Address Unit 

 

3.  The address change is free of cost if the DMV-provided stickers are used to reflect the change.  

4. Applications will not be accepted unless duly signed by the applicant. 

REPORTING AN ADDRESS CHANGE IN PERSON: 

1. Locate the Connecticut DMV office, satellite office, photo ID center or AAA location nearest you.  

2. Submit the completed change of address form.  

ADDRESS CHANGE ON YOUR VEHICLE TITLE OR REGISTRATION 

1. You must notify your local DMV office of a change in address and have this information updated on your 

Connecticut Vehicle Title and Registration certificate. This must be done within 48 hours of moving to a new 

residence, since this will allow you to receive your renewal notice and any other correspondence in a timely 

fashion.  

2. You can either report the change of address in person by visiting your local DMV office, satellite office, photo ID 

center or AAA location.  

NOTIFYING YOUR INSURANCE SERVICE PROVIDER OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE 

1. You must notify your insurance provider of your change of address, so that you receive timely information 

regarding due dates for payments, renewals, and other communication.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 The same change of address form can be used to change the address for your driver license, non-driver 

identification card, and vehicle or watercraft registration, and also to update your organ/tissue donor status.  

 You may also wish to change your address on your Connecticut voter registration. 

 Changes of Address forms are available in the Tax Collector’s Office.  

*****PLEASE NOTIFY THE TAX COLLECTOR OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE***** 

Additional Motor Vehicle Delinquent Charge 

Beginning Friday, November 1, there will be an additional $2 charge for each motor vehicle reported delinquent 

to the DMV. 

 

ATTENTION TAX PAYERS FILING INCOME TAX 

 

If you need information to file your income tax, go to the Roxbury website and click the green tab TAX BILL 

LOOKUP. You will be able to search the amount of tax that you paid for each individual bill.  

www.roxburyct.com 
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SMALL STEPS - BIG IMPACT
GREEN TIPS!

Want to go green this Earth Day?   
One great area to focus on this year is reducing, reusing and 
recycling the paper waste you generate.  In America alone, we 
use about 71 million tons of paper a year, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Producing recycled paper takes 40 percent less energy than 
producing paper from virgin 
wood pulp, according to Keep 
America Beautiful (KAB). 
And while KAB statistics 
show that paper recycling 
is on the rise, Americans 
still threw away $2.8 
billion worth of paper 
in 2010.

When it comes to 
paper waste, turn 
your mountain into a 
mole hill this Earth Day.


