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“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”

– Theodore Roosevelt

This winter issue of Roxbury Today once again brings season’s 
greetings for a Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and soon-
to-be Happy New Year.  But at press time it’s Thanksgiving 
and among the things we’re grateful for are the residents of 
this community who help make Roxbury such a terrific place 
to live and work.

We just had a municipal election.  Congratulations to all 
who were elected and re-elected on November 5th, including 
myself.  On behalf of all those elected, we thank you for the 
vote of confidence going forward.  We are all blessed to be 
in this community.  We have a lot to be grateful for.  And 
while we have a wonderful bucolic town, our people and 
their attitudes and compassion are what really make Roxbury 
special.  It’s an honor to serve you.  

This Thanksgiving is also about new beginnings - new 
beginnings for some of our boards and commissions who have 
new members including the Boards of Selectmen and Finance 
who will bring new perspectives and skills to the table.  

Congratulations to Russ Dirienzo on his re-election to the 
Board of Selectmen and to Jim Conway who will be joining the 
Board this month.  Our first meeting together is in December 
and even though we haven’t yet met as a Board, I think I can 
speak for both Russ and Jim when I say we are committed as 
a Board to work as a team to always make decisions in the 
best interests of the community; to be pro-active on issues 
like continuing to improve our communications and expand 
on services for the public; keeping abreast of the school 
issues while trying to advance an outcome for the elementary 
schools; maintaining our infrastructure; being engaged with 
the legislative process; working with our emergency services 
and analyzing regionalization, conservation and housing 
opportunities.  We’ll continue to seek out and apply for 
grants that will allow us to present a good, solid budget to 

the Board of Finance that will maintain services yet keep taxes 
in check.  We know there are challenges ahead, because they 
always appear, but I’m confident this Board will lead Roxbury 
through them unscathed.

I look forward to working with my colleagues in the years 
ahead as well as with our most valuable resources – our 
employees and volunteers. 

   Barbara Henry, First Selectman

The New Board of Selectman being sworn in.
Russ Dirienzo, Barbara Henry and James Conway

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING –  
SAT, DECEMBER 7

The Christmas tree lighting will take place this year at 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday, December 7th.  It is sponsored by the 
Recreation Commission, and hosted by the Shepaug Valley 
Bible Church who always provides a terrific spread of food 
and hot chocolate and this year will lead us in song along with 
Town Treasurer Kim Baron.  Join us and then make your way 
to the barn behind the Senior Center for the Holiday Festival 
sponsored by the Friends of the Senior Center where there will 
be handcrafted holiday and gift items for sale, raffles, wreaths 
and live plants, a bake sale, wine pull and model train exhibit 
as well as wine and hors d’oeuvres.
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VoLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you would like to volunteer on a Commission or Board, 
please call the Selectmen’s Office 860-354-9938 or email  
bhenry@roxburyct.com  – we have an opening on the Library 
Board of Directors, and the Roxbury Scholarship Foundation 
is looking for someone to serve.

15TH ANNUAL ToWN HALL GIVING TREE 
– BE AN ANGEL, TAKE AN ANGEL

On December 1st the First Selectman’s Giving Tree will 
be displayed in Town Hall for the Holiday Season.  The 
ornaments will have a description of a gift to be purchased 
for a local child, and for seniors and families in need we are 
requesting gift cards for food, gasoline or CHORE services if 
no specific gift is requested.
  
Residents are invited to take an ornament, purchase the gift 
listed on the front, then return the wrapped gift with the 
ornament attached.  Gifts are due back under the tree by 
Friday, December 20th.  Our community has always been 
extremely generous with this endeavor and we appreciate all 
those who participate during this giving season.  

RESPoNSE To THE BooK “SNoB ZoNES: 
FEAR, PREJUDICE AND REAL ESTATE” 
by Barbara Henry, First Selectman

The title above was a good choice if you want to sell a book.  
Roxbury is the subject of the entire first chapter and it deserves 
comment.  Snobs?  The author, Ms. Prevost, is pretty audacious 
to state and label our residents as snobby elitists.  We’re not 
Darien (the 5th Chapter), Greenwich or the Hamptons – not 
by a stretch.  I invite her to come to Roxbury.  She will not 
find people who will look down their noses at her, but rather, 
some of the most giving and compassionate people I know – 
from the average “joe” to the very wealthy.  

Roxbury’s “snobs” are also some of the most resourceful, 
civil people I know.  And yes, we take pride in our heritage, 
preservation and our environment.  I wonder if Ms. Prevost is 
aware of the saying, “Roxbury Pride – Capture It!”  We have a 
lot to be proud of – a Resident Relief Fund, Roxbury Responds 
endeavors, which include putting our money where our mouths 
are and sending or delivering help to people in need, i.e., to Sri 
Lanka after the tsunami, to Mississippi after Katrina, to the City 
of Bridgeport after Hurricane Sandy, to Haiti and Tennessee; 
we honor our Veterans and send care packages to those serving 
overseas; host a Giving Tree in Town Hall every Christmas and 
make sure our own in need are taken care of.  We treasure our 
children, our senior population and our volunteers.

With that said, the book also provided information that 
Roxbury is facing a housing issue – which actually could’ve 
been most any town, especially those making up the northwest 
corner.  The Selectmen have, for a while now, recognized that 
we needed to address housing opportunities within our borders 
and instituted a “Smart Growth Committee” a few years ago, 
which the author mentioned, and it continues today.  

This Committee of volunteers has finally made great progress 
under the leadership of our Planning and Zoning chairmen.  
When the Planning Commission was beginning their update 
of the Town’s Plan of Conservation and Development, I stood 
in the meeting and said we need to address housing – housing 
for those young families who want to move here, or stay 
here because they’ve grown up here, and housing for those 
who have lived here and want to down-size.  The wheels of 
change turn slowly, especially planned change, but we are 
headed in the right direction and are looking to make positive 
improvements in our regulations.

The Selectmen also recognize that diversity is the strength of 
a community.  We don’t want to lose it.  Perhaps those in the 
state should take notice – as young people are, unfortunately, 
leaving in droves.  That trickle-down effect is being felt in all 
small towns, and is not due to just our zoning.  Our actions to 
look at our housing needs were ahead of Ms. Provost’s “curve,” 
before this book was written and not because this book was written.

Roxburians like where we live and do have pride in our 
hometown.  The author’s point about housing is well taken 
but she could have highlighted the positive steps we’re taking 
on that front and stated where we really are with it, then put 
the icing on the cake about the terrific people who live here, 
not just the famous or those she has a bone to pick with.  But 
then again, that info doesn’t sell books.

WELCoME GARY CoBURN
NEW ZoNING/INLAND-WETLANDS 
ENFoRCEMENT oFFICER

Effective December 10th, Gary Coburn will be the Town’s new 
Zoning and Inland-Wetlands Enforcement Officer.  Gary has 
served 8 years on the Zoning Commission but will be leaving 
that volunteer position to take on enforcement.  Welcome 
Gary, we look forward to having you on board.

CITIZEN’S oIL Co-oP 
– Check it out to see if it’s a benefit to you

The Town of Roxbury has partnered with Citizen’s Oil Co-
op to offer residents savings on home heating oil.  The Co-
op unites heating oil consumers throughout most of CT to 
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leverage their purchasing power.  It secures long-term contracts 
with many of the state’s premier, full-service oil companies.  
Group purchasing power has allowed the Co-op to negotiate 
very competitive prices for members in return for referral of 
members to these companies.

Roxbury is the first town in CT to set up a town-wide 
participation plan that will save the average homeowner 
anywhere from $200-$500 dollars per heating season 
depending on their usage.  The town was able to negotiate an 
additional 20 cents off the discounted price once they meet 
the threshold of 100 residents participating. 

Another negotiated component of the program is that Citizen’s 
Co-op will give the $10 application fee from those joining to 
Roxbury’s Resident Relief Fund to be used for fuel assistance.  
Bio-Heat and propane are also available.  Annual membership 
to the Co-op is $30 and $20 for seniors.  The one-time $10 
application fee comes back to the Town, as stated above.

Flyers are in the Selectmen’s Office and Town Clerk’s Office.  
You can call 860-561-6011 or visit www.oilco-op.com

READY FoR A SToRM?  
MAKE SURE WE CAN CoNTACT YoU VIA 
BLACKBoARD CoNNECT

Along with checking your medications, filling your car with 
gas, stocking up on batteries and easy-to-prepare foods, and 
charging your cellphone, make sure we have your telephone 
numbers and email address so we can contact you.  

Mass notification is about more than emergency alerts and 
notifications. That’s why the Town of Roxbury is now using 
Blackboard Connect as our alert system. In order to expand our 
notifications of regular non-emergency messages, Blackboard’s 
unlimited messaging model empowers us to actively engage 
the community, keeping you informed about everything from 
road closures, meetings, weather related cancellations, etc. 

The system will contact all residents that are listed in the 
database via their home or cell phone, email, or text. In an 
effort to bring more emails into the system and update phone 
numbers at the same time, we’re asking you to fill the form located 
in the Town Clerk’s office or online at  www.roxburyct.com.  
Return the form to Jim Hurlbut, Asst. Town Clerk  
- jhurlbut@roxburyct.com, for inclusion in the database.  
Thanks for your help in this communications endeavor.  

WINTER SAND

Winter sand is available for residents to fill 5-gallon buckets 

for your own personal use.  It will be stored in the red sand 
shed behind Town Hall.  DO NOT attempt to go in the PW 
area for sand.  No filling of pick-up trucks is permitted nor 
is the sand available for commercial use.  

Also, please keep your vehicles parked off the roadway 
during winter storms.  Your cooperation is vital to help keep 
winter costs down and enable the town crew to do their job as 
effectively as possible.  Thank you.

CL&P PoWER oUTAGE HoTLINE

Report any disruption in service, whether storm-related or 
not, by calling 1-800-286-2000.   During outages, the outage 
map can be reached at www.cl-p.com/outage.

“Like” Town of Roxbury on Facebook for daily 
information and updates

FooD PANTRY & FUEL ASSISTANCE FoR 
RoXBURY RESIDENTS

Food and monetary donations make their way to the Selectmen’s 
office through church collections and individual donations.  
All food donations are distributed to those in Roxbury who 
need it through our Food Pantry which the Episcopal Church 
has been kind enough to host.  Dry goods can be brought to 
the Senior Center or Selectmen’s office which will be brought 
to the Food Pantry and food gift cards are always accepted 
in the Selectmen’s office.  Contact Social Services Director, 
Jerrilynn Tiso 860-210-0201 if needed.   

RECYCLING & HoUSEHoLD HAZARDoUS 
WASTE DAY REPoRT

Roxbury participated in the HHW Day back in August with 
the Town of Bridgewater.  Roxbury had 95 people participate 
(up from 63 last year) and Bridgewater had 81 (up from 46 
last year.)  The cost is getting prohibitive for the two towns 
- $14,795.  We are exploring the possibility of both towns 
returning to participate with the Town of New Milford, as we 
did in the past.  Electronics can be recycled all year long at the 
Transfer Station along with tires, glass, bottles, cardboard and 
paper.  We’ll let you know of our progress with that endeavor.
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THE FREEDoM ANGEL

www.FreedomAngelFoundation.org, a non-profit 501(C)(3 )

MISSION STATEMENT - “To increase public awareness of 
the special medical and social needs of our returning Veterans 
and to assist them on their journey back to civilian life.”

Roxbury resident, Sterett-Gittings Kelsey, an internationally 
known sculptor,  created the Freedom Angel, a timeless and 
non-sectarian image that conveys a rich sense of protection, 
shelter, peace, security, vitality, love, hope and freedom. The 
Freedom Angel will be the focus of the Foundation’s activities.  
The 7-ft. version is proudly displayed on the hillside next to 
the Roxbury Market.  It is available for purchase.  

“Eventually we plan to have a finished work of art: a 30-foot 
high bronze sculpture, to be placed in a prominent location. 
The Freedom Angel will stand as a national monument to the 
guardians of our liberty and a reminder of the values for which 
they put their lives on the line.”

“The seven foot Freedom Angel is now ready for a multi-city 
road trip during the last quarter of  2015 The Freedom Angel 
will spend several days on exhibition in each city, making 
millions of people aware of the needs of returning Veterans 
and shifting our fundraising campaign into high gear.”

“The image of the Freedom Angel will appear in many forms 
and places as part of our effort to honor and help our Veterans. 
We will use her image as a seal on special products, collectibles 
and memorabilia which we will sell to raise the needed funds. 
We will enlist corporate sponsors who will be permitted to use 
this seal as a logo, signifying their support.  In this way, the 
Freedom Angel will be a powerful reminder of our Veteran’s 
needs, a celebration of their sacrifice for our country, and as a 
means to raise funds to help them return to health and civilian 
life.”
 

ToWN CALENDAR
DECEMBER

2
  
4  
7

9
11  
12 
17
17
18
19
25

7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Recreation Commission
6:00 Tree Lighting – Town Green
6:30 Holiday Festival – Roxbury Senior Center
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:30 Inland Wetlands
7:30 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
Christmas Day – Town Hall Offices Closed

JANUARY
1
6

8

9
13
15
16
20

21
28

New Year’s Day – Town Hall Offices Closed
7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:00 Recreation Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
– Town Hall Offices Closed 
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Inland Wetlands 

FEBRUARY
3
5

10

12
13
17
17
19
20
25

7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Recreation Commission
7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
President’s Day Town Hall Offices closed
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
7:30 Inland Wetlands

MARCH
3
5

10

12
13
18
19
20
25

7:30 Board of Selectmen
7:00 Recreation Commission
7:00 Board of Ed SVHS/MS
7:30 Zoning Commission
7:00 Conservation Commission
7:30 Planning Commission
7:00 Board of Finance
7:30 Historic District Commission
7:30 Zoning Board of Appeals
7:30 Inland Wetlands



Minor Memorial Library
Valerie Annis, Director

LIBRARY NEWS: 

Join us for a quiet relaxing stay in our comfortably warm 
surroundings at your local library.  Bring your visitors to the 
library to enjoy our events, materials, and our friendly country 
atmosphere.  Wireless access is available during regular library 
hours.

PRoGRAMS & EVENTS:

Monthly book discussion groups meet at the Senior Center 
on the third Wednesday of each month and in the library 
once and month on Monday evenings.  Please consult the 
library website at  www.minormemoriallibrary.org for titles, 
dates and times.  

Computing Tips & Tricks – A series of instructional programs 
highlighting a variety of resources and devices will begin in 
January.  Please consult the website for additional information. 

Sunday, January 12, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. –“Voices in Poetry in 
a Minor Key” – Poetry and music program featuring Kristen 
DeVoe, Tony Howarth, David K. Leff, Margot Schilpp and 
musician Joseph Meo. 

Additional programs will be scheduled during the winter 
months.  Please call the library at 860-350-2181 or consult 
the library website for additional information.  

ART EXHIBITS:

Opening Saturday, November 16, 2014 from 2 – 4 p.m.   
– Paintings by Tyler Farmen. This exhibit will be available for     
   viewing through Saturday, January 11, 2014. 

Opening Saturday, January 18, 2014 –from 2 - 4 p.m.  
– Paintings by Mary Ellen Furse and 

Jan Grody.  This exhibit will be available for viewing through 
Saturday, March 1, 2014

Opening Saturday, March 8, 2014 from 2 - 4 p.m.  
– Photographs and glasswork by Nick Thigpen and Russell  
  Carson.  This exhibit will be available for viewing through  
  Saturday, April 19, 2014.

CHILDREN’S EVENTS:

Story times for children ages 2 – 4:    
Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. – Dec. 4, 2013 – Feb. 29, 2014

(Library closed on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day)

Lap Sit (Story time for Babies):    
Fridays 11:00 a.m.  -  Dec. 6, 2013 – Feb. 28, 2014

January 11, 2014 -- 11:00 a.m. “Fun with Rhythm” 
presented by Edward Leonard 

February 1, 2014 – 11:30 a.m. “Bring Your Child to the 
Library Day” – program by “Riverside Reptiles” 

All program dates and times are subject to change,  please 
consult the library’s website at www.minormemoriallibrary.
org or call the library at 860-350-2181 for additional 
information.

The Small Office / Home  
Office Brown Bag Lunch

(SOHO Brown Bag Lunch) 

Sponsored by: Union Saving Bank, The Roxbury 
Congregational Church and Litchfield Solutions LLC

Contact Person: Bill Chin (860-354-8804)

Join us for Roxbury‘s SOHO Brown Bag Lunch on the 
last Thursday of each month at noon at the Roxbury 
Congregational Church. What is the SOHO Brown Bag 
Lunch? It is an opportunity for the various and varied members 
of our community who work in home-based businesses or any 
business, to come together to share lunch and conversation, 
a time to network and support one another as we work in 
the town we love to live in.  Speakers are encouraged to call 
and schedule dates so they can feature their business to the 
group.  If you are interested in knowing what speaker/business 
is being featured, please call and get on the email list so you 
will be notified each month.

The monthly business brown bag lunches are held on the last 
Thursday of the month at noon at the Roxbury Congregational 
Church and  sponsored by Litchfield Solutions LLC, Union 
Savings Bank, and The Roxbury Congregational Church.



1.   ENERGY ASSISTANCE:

Jerrilynn continues to take applications for this winter’s 
Energy Assistance Program.  You must be income eligible for 
this Program, but there are five levels of assistance and the 
income limits vary greatly.  For example, the range for a couple 
is from $15,510 to $42,095, and the range for a family of 
five is $27,570 to $71,809.  Please call Jerrilynn at 860-210-
0201 for information or to schedule an appointment.  First 
deliveries begin on November 15th.

2.   THE NEW HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE:

If you are under 65 and do not have health insurance, you 
may qualify for Medicaid or be obligated to enroll in a health 
insurance plan offered in Connecticut through the Exchange.  
If you are not eligible for Medicaid, you may qualify for a 
subsidy from the government to help pay for your premiums.  
Please call 1-860-757-5300 for information and to have all 
your questions answered, or visit the official website at www.
accesshealthct.com.  The website provides all the information 
you will need to make an informed choice and enroll.

3.   LITCHFIELD HILLS CHoRE SERVICE:

Four LHCS Roxbury residents and Chore workers are currently 
helping 15 Roxbury seniors stay safely and comfortably in their 
homes. From 10.1.12 – 9.30.13, these workers provided 868 
happy hours of service, and earned $10,850 doing so.  Chores 
are getting done, seniors are getting that little bit of help they 
need to stay comfortably and safely in their homes, and Chore 
workers are earning some money ($12.50 per hour)…..that’s 
a WIN-WIN for all concerned!  If you are a senior needing 
some assistance, or a Roxbury resident who would like to earn 
some extra money, please call Jerrilynn at 860-210-0201. 

NoTE:  Give your mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, or good 
friend the gift of Chore Service this Christmas or for any 
occasion.  Chore Gift Certificates are available online at  
www.ChoreServiceLH.org, or in Jerrilynn’s office at the 
Roxbury Senior Center.

4.   VETERANS’ SERVICE CoNTACT:

Public Act No. 13-34, requiring Cities and Towns to designate 
a Veterans’ Service Contact Person, became effective October 
1st.  The Town of Roxbury has appointed Social Services 
Director Jerrilynn Tiso to fill this position.  Going forward, 

Jerrilynn will be the contact person to advise Roxbury veterans 
about State and Federal benefits that could be available to 
them.  Jerrilynn can also assist veterans with completing 
applications, or follow-up on paperwork already submitted to 
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  If you are a living in 
Roxbury, please call Jerrilynn or stop in to see her in her office 
on the 2nd floor of the Roxbury Senior Center. 

5.   CHRISTMAS oRNAMENTS:

Our 2nd Christmas ornament in the series “Roxbury Pride” 
can be purchased for $20 at Town Hall, Senior Center, Union 
Savings Bank, and at the Holiday Festival on December 7th 
after the Town Tree Lighting.  This years’ ornaments depict 
the Mine Hill Blast Furnace, and are available in traditional 
red or green.  All proceeds will go to our Roxbury Resident 
Relief Fund to help Roxbury residents with their winter fuel 
needs.

Building Department
John Blaney, Building Official

There are some things you should be aware of as more 
homeowners are permanently installing standby generators. 
Generators hardwired into the homes existing electrical 
system should be done by qualified people. Generators 
must be installed per the manufactures’ installation guide. 
An Electrical permit needs to be applied for at the Building 
Department and Zoning setbacks must be adhered to for 
generator location. Inspection from the Building Department 
is required to insure not only homeowner safety but also the 
safety of electrical linemen working out at the street. Portable 
generators with the use of extension cords only, do not require 
a permit, but make sure to carefully follow all instructions and 
warnings applicable for your generator. As always if you have 
any questions call the Building Department during our office 
hours Tues-Fri from 8am -1pm @ 860-355-2948.

Social Services
Jerrylynn Tiso,

Social Worker, Municipal Agent & Veterans’ Contact
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday — 10-4 — (860) 210-0201

WINTER SAND
Winter sand is available for residents to fill 5-gallon buckets for your own personal 
use.  It will be stored in the red sand shed behind Town Hall.  DO NOT attempt to 
go in the PW area for sand.  No filling of pick-up trucks is permitted nor is the 
sand available for commercial use.   

Also, please keep your vehicles parked off the roadway during winter storms.
Your cooperation is vital to help keep winter costs down and enable the town crew 
to do their job as effectively as possible.  Thank you. 

CL&P POWER OUTAGE HOTLINE
Report any disruption in service, whether storm-related or not, by calling 1-800-286-
2000. During outages, the outage map can be reached at www.cl-p.com/outage. 

SMALL STEPS-BIG IMPACT 
GREEN TIPS! 

Go Green – Save Green! 

More than 100 million trees are cut down annually in the U.S. to generate junk mail.  
Visit catalogchoice.org to opt-out and cut down the junk in your mailbox this year. 

Glass is a wonderful material; it never wears out and can be recycled forever.  We
currently recycle only 25% of our glass containers.  Together, we can do better! 

Unplug all electronic devices when not in use. If you don’t unplug them from the 
wall socket, they will continue to use energy even when switched off. 



Resident Troopers Office
Trooper First Class Tony Cipriano

As most of you know we had a couple of recent burglaries in 
town. I am asking all residents to lock their doors. I know this 
is Roxbury and it’s a safe town. It only takes one person to 
cause a lot of panic and damage to a small town. Unfortunately 
most of the time these burglaries are drug related and people 
will take higher risks if dependant on drugs. I am offering 
to do a free assessment of your home to make it safer. A few 
things you can do to protect your home is to lock your doors. 
One thing I notice that people don’t think of is putting shades 
on the garage doors anywhere there is glass. If the “bad guy” 
can see an empty garage without a car, there is a good chance 
you are not home. I would also recommend lights on timers 
when you are away. I am a fan of alarm systems but in my 
position as a Resident State Trooper I can not recommend 
any specific alarm company, I would suggest that you research 
the best one. I also recommend trimming any large bushes or 
trees that provide a hiding space for thieves. You want nothing 
blocking windows or doors. You can also find inexpensive 
camera systems for your home for extra protection. Again I 
am not trying to sell you anything just giving you ideas. If you 
see something around town that doesn’t look right, its doesn’t 
hurt to call the police. Do not confront the person but if you 
can write down a license plate or give a description of what 
he or she looks like that would be great. During the holidays 
unfortunately crime does go up and I don’t want to see anyone 
become a victim. If anyone wants a free home inspection to 
make their home safer please call me at the office or stop by. I 
will be available to meet with you during the day and at night 
on Tuesdays or Thursdays. 

TFC Anthony Cipriano
Roxbury Resident Trooper
860 354 0089

 

Roxbury is Solarizing!
The Town of Roxbury has been jointly selected with the 
Town of Washington to Participate in Solarize Connecticut, 
a unique group solar buying program sponsored by the State.  
Solarize makes solar easy to purchase and less expensive. The 
more residents sign up for Solarize, the lower the cost to all 
participants.

Community leaders worked with the State to pre-select a highly 
qualified, certified installer to do all the Solarize installations 
for our communities. All Green It Solar, a recognized leader 
in solar, was selected through a competitive bidding process, 
offering significant discounts to Roxbury residents in exchange 
for outreach support by our communities.

The most exciting aspect of Solarize Roxbury-Washington is 
the tiered pricing feature. The more people sign up for the 
program, the greater the savings for every homeowner. Our 
goal is to get the lowest possible price, Tier 5, so be sure to 
encourage your friends and neighbors to participate!

Solarize Roxbury ends on  
Tuesday January 21, 2014.

To learn more, go to www.solarize.com/Roxbury/ or contact 
All Green it Solar directly by calling 866-251-7854 or via 
email at info@AllGreenit.com to schedule a no obligation site 
visit and evaluation.

Don’t miss out. This is a great opportunity for our residents.

Roxbury Conservation  
Commission

Conservation Commission
 
The Conservation Commission 
wishes to thank all the well 
testing program participants. 
There were over 30 kits from 
Roxbury returned for testing.

Thank You.



Roxbury Conservation Commission
Dear Crabby,

Roxbury is abuzz about solar! I thought solar panels were for 
heating water. Now I hear they can magically make electricity. Is 
this for real? It’s just for those granola-crunching off-the-grid types, 
isn’t it?  I wish it would work for me but I’ve got trees all around 
my house and I’m worried about how it looks. Besides, even if I 
was saving money on my electric bill over time, wouldn’t it impact 
the value of my home? 

Yours sincerely,
Samuel D. Skeptic  

Dear Sam,

I’m glad you asked. Let’s look at the facts here: our local star – 
that would be the sun, Sam, showers the earth with clean, free 
energy every day.  Recent technology enables us to collect and 
use this energy. 
    
First there was Solar Thermal Energy, better known as solar 
hot water.  This technology uses flat collector plates to heat 
water for use in businesses, homes, and pools.
 
More recent “photovoltaic” 
or “PV” technology generates 
electricity using the power of 
the sun. The light from the sun 
is made up of very small packets 
of energy called photons. When 
these photons hit the materials in 
a photovoltaic cell, direct current 
(DC) electricity is produced. Since our homes and appliances 
use alternating current (AC) electricity, inverters are employed 
to change DC to AC. 

Individual PV cells are grouped into panels. Arrays of these 
panels can be used in a wide range of applications, from 
simple small cells charging calculator and watch batteries 
to PV systems providing all the power for an average home. 
There are even large power plants covering many acres serving 
commercial and industrial needs.

It is very important to note that PV systems do not produce 
air pollutants or carbon-dioxide. That’s correct: the ozone 
layer and your asthma will not be troubled by your use of solar 
power. 

Of course, the amount of sunlight arriving on the earth’s 
surface is not constant, so you’ll still be connected to the grid 
to ensure a constant supply of energy. However, because you’ll 
be putting energy back into the grid, your meter will spin 

backwards as well as forwards, slashing your electric bill. Some 
months you may only need to pay a minimum connection fee! 
Also, with the newer, more efficient solar panels you may not 
need that much roof space. 

Consultation with a professional solar installer will help you 
discover whether your home and the trees surrounding it are a 
good fit for a PV system. 

Yes, solar panels are noticeable additions to your home. It’s 
understandable to be concerned about how it alters your 
home’s look. Do they look ugly or, alternatively, do they make 
your house look more sophisticated? Only you can answer that 
question. Typically solar systems add to a property’s value and 
state law exempts homeowner’s solar systems from property 
taxes, a win for your electric bill and your taxes. When it 
comes to selling your house, savvy homebuyers know that a 
solar PV system insulates you from rising electricity rates, and 
can reap real savings, which is why some say that “solar is the 
new granite countertop.”  

Solar panels are also value-added. People in the market to buy 
a home will often pay a premium to own a home with solar 
panels already installed. These buyers are aware of the greater 
resale value the home will give to them if they decide to sell 
in the future.

Finally, it is for real. Solar is clean, sustainable, user-friendly, 
and, best of all, right now it is affordable through the Solarize 
Roxbury program. If you want to get your residence evaluated 
and find out if solar is right for you, check out http://www.
solarizect.com/Roxbury/.  The Solarize Roxbury program is 
state-sponsored and town-endorsed and it offers discount 
pricing to Roxbury residents approximately 20% less than 
current state averages. You can schedule a no-obligation site 
visit with Solarize Roxbury’s selected installer, All Green it 
Solar, and get started. Or you can get in touch with All Green 
it directly by calling 866- 251-7854 or via email at info@
AllGreenit.com. The program ends on January 21, 2014. 

So Sam, if installing a PV solar power system on my roof makes 
me a granola-cruncher, I say, “Pass me another bowl of cereal!”

Yours truly, 
Crabby Appleson

The Roxbury Conservation Commission invites 
you to submit your questions to Crabby Appleson at 

dearcrabbyinroxbury@gmail.com   

 



 RLT announces some changes in its Board of Directors. In April the Land Trust  noted with profound 
sorrow the passing of Paul Krauss;  Paul served as a director from 1974 to 2013. Also, RLT reluctantly 
accepted the resignation of Jim Conway in May and thanked him for his twelve years of service as a 
director and chairman of the Farm Management Committee.  This fall we welcomed two new directors:  
Mark Booth and Ed Racz.  

 The spring and summer have been busy with exterior painting and repairs to buildings at Good Hill 
Farm and to the slow and steady reclamation of overgrown land at the Good Hill Farm Preserve trailhead 
and parking area. 

 The Orzech Family Preserve saw much activity with a new trail off the railroad bed to the Upper 
Orzech field and pond, the stabilization of the railroad bed that was severely eroded by Irene, the addition 
of a picnic table overlooking Second Hill Brook, and the planting of daylilies and other native plants in 
the parking area thanks to a gift from the Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club. Our thanks also to Frank 
Lasky for donating additional gravel to the Orzech parking area. 

 Our Mine Hill Preserve has been enhanced by two Eagle Scout projects by Sean Irwin and Nate 
Steers (Troop 65). Sean built a shed to protect the historic tumbler and Nate erected sign posts marking 
the location of a number of former buildings vital to the functioning of this 19th century industrial iron 
mining site. 

 We thank the Roxbury Road Race Series for again donating the registration fees for its September 
Race for Open Space at the River Road Preserve and we thank the Laurel Bank Fishing Club and Luke 
Bedini of WolfPit Iron for the repair of the fireplace at the river’s edge. 

 Town Hall was bursting with bird enthusiasts on October 20 when Ken Elkins of Bent in the River 
Audubon presented a lecture with bird sounds, Big Birds Around Us ~ Owls, Eagles and Hawks.  The 
Land Trust appreciates the use of Town Hall for its public programs and Board meetings.

CELEBRATE THE HoLIDAYS 

•	 Dec 28, Sat 2-4 PM open House at Good Hill Schoolhouse at the Widmark Preserve,   
 Tophet Road. Savor a cup of hot cider in this historic one-room schoolhouse.

 One of our Preserves is within five minutes of your home. Maps available on our web site.  
We thank Ann Oberkirch, MD, for underwriting a reprint of our popular Preserves Map.

We invite you to participate! Come to an Event! Hike a Preserve!  

 We welcome volunteers for trail monitoring and clean-up. Please contact the RLT office to volunteer 
or report any trail issues: 860-350-4148. Dog lovers/dog walkers:  We ask that you keep your pet, 
preferably, on a leash or under your control. 

Did you know that the Land Trust does not receive town, state or federal support  
on an annual basis? Today the Land Trust protects in perpetuity 3,474 acres.

This is possible because of the annual support of many Roxbury residents. Thank you!

Visit www.roxburylandtrust.org for more information.

Roxbury Land Trust
Susan Payne, Executive Director



TAX COLLECTOR 
Kimberly Pokrywka, Tax Collector 

Cindy Fink, Assistant  

 

 

CONNECTICUT VEHICLE REGISTRATION VERIFICATION 

There are many vehicles in Roxbury with an expired registration. 

As a result of the elimination of vehicle registration stickers on August 1, 2010 and the process for renewing your 
registration we are finding many people are driving an unregistered motor vehicle. Your renewed registration is effective 
ONLY after your payment has been received by the DMV and ALL compliance issues such as emissions testing and current 
delinquent taxes at met.  

To confirm that your payment has been processed and your registration has been renewed you must check the DMV 

registration verification websitewww.dmvselfservice.ct.govand enter you plate number. 

You may search for your emissions test date at:  www.ctemissions.comand enter your VIN number. 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS REPORTING FOR DMV 

 

 

HOW TO HANDLE A CHANGE OF ADDRESS IN CONNECTICUT 

If you are a Connecticut resident and have changed your address or plan to do so in the near future, you must have the 
address information updated on your license, vehicle registration and title certificate. You are also required to notify your 
insurance provider of your new address.  

REPORTING A CHANGE OF ADDRESS TO THE DRIVER LICENSE DIVISION 

You must notify the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles of a change in address within 48 hours of moving to a new 
residence. Reporting a change of address to your local DMV office is simple, and can be done by mail or in person.  

 

 



REPORTING AN ADDRESS CHANGE BY MAIL: 

1. Complete an online request for Change of Address and/or Organ and Tissue Donor Status stickers. You will 
be sent updated stickers for your driver’s license. But this does not update your information in the DMV 
records, for which the form has to be mailed to the DMV. 

2. Download and complete the change of address form and mail it to: 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
60 State Street 
Wethersfield, CT  06161-5070 
Attn: Data Entry Change of Address Unit 
 

3.  The address change is free of cost if the DMV-provided stickers are used to reflect the change.  
4. Applications will not be accepted unless duly signed by the applicant. 

REPORTING AN ADDRESS CHANGE IN PERSON: 

1. Locate the Connecticut DMV office, satellite office, photo ID center or AAA location nearest you.  
2. Submit the completed change of address form.  

ADDRESS CHANGE ON YOUR VEHICLE TITLE OR REGISTRATION 

1. You must notify your local DMV office of a change in address and have this information updated on your 
Connecticut Vehicle Title and Registration certificate. This must be done within 48 hours of moving to a new 
residence, since this will allow you to receive your renewal notice and any other correspondence in a timely 
fashion.  

2. You can either report the change of address in person by visiting your local DMV office, satellite office, photo ID 
center or AAA location.  

NOTIFYING YOUR INSURANCE SERVICE PROVIDER OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE 

1. You must notify your insurance provider of your change of address, so that you receive timely information 
regarding due dates for payments, renewals, and other communication.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 The same change of address form can be used to change the address for your driver license, non-driver 
identification card, and vehicle or watercraft registration, and also to update your organ/tissue donor status.  

 You may also wish to change your address on your Connecticut voter registration. 
 Changes of Address forms are available in the Tax Collector’s Office.  

*****PLEASE NOTIFY THE TAX COLLECTOR OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE***** 

ADDITIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE DELINQUENT CHARGE 

Beginning Friday, November 1, there will be an additional $2 charge for each motor vehicle reported delinquent 
to the DMV. 

 
ATTENTION TAX PAYERS FILING INCOME TAX 

 
If you need information to file your income tax, go to the Roxbury website and click the green tab TAX BILL 
LOOKUP. You will be able to search the amount of tax that you paid for each individual bill.  

www.roxburyct.com 
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More than 100 million trees are cut down 
annually in the U.S. to generate junk 
mail. Visit catalogchoice.org to opt-out 
and cut down the junk in your mailbox 
this year.

Glass is a wonderful material; it never 
wears out and can be recycled forever. We 
currently recycle only 25% of our glass 
containers.  Together, we can do better!

Unplug all electronic devices when not 
in use. If you don’t unplug them from  
the wall socket, they will continue to use 
energy even when switched off.

SMALL STEPS-BIG IMPACT

GREEN TIPS!
Go Green – Save Green!


