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ROXBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 5, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Barbara Henry, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
Present: Barbara Henry, First Selectman; James Conway & Russell Dirienzo, Selectmen; and Loumarie Rodriguez, 
member of the press.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting - June 6, 2016 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 6, 2016. The motion was 
seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
TAX REFUNDS FOR EXCESS PAYMENT 
N/A 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
N/A 
 
COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS APPOINTMENTS   
Recreation Commission vacancy exp 06/30/2019 
This appointment is to fill the vacancy left by Sarah Foreman.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Laurie Soletsky to the Recreation Commission vacancy exp 06/30/2019. The 
motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
  
ZBA – vacancy exp 12/31/2017 
Tabled 
 
ZBA – vacancy exp 12/31/2017 
Tabled     
 
Both Ed Cady and Harvey Yaverbaum have resigned from the ZBA. New members are being sought.  
 
Minor Memorial Library Trustee – vacancy exp 11/22/2017 
Meg Mongin’s resignation read aloud. Jeff Bennett came forward to fill this position and the BoT has advised that 
they would love to have him as their new member.   
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Jeff Bennett to the Minor Memorial Library Trustee – vacancy exp 
11/22/2017. The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
BOE – vacancy exp 06/30/2019 - tabled 
As of June 30th Emily Hibbard has resigned from the BOE. Barbara Henry agreed to continue to publicize this 
opening.  The Board  
 
Barbara Henry reported that ZEO/WEO John Cody received his certified Zoning Enforcement designation from 
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CAZEO as of June 27th. The Board complimented and congratulated him on this achievement.  
 
BUSINESS 
Farmland Protection Program 
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust has partnered with the CT Dept of Agriculture to identify and assist farmers in 
Litchfield County eligible for the state’s farmland protection program.  The addition of Locally Important Farmland 
Soils designation in Roxbury will increase opportunities for farmland conservation and perhaps the value received 
by the farmer for the conservation easement placed on their land with the state. The state funding for farmland 
conservation is tied to the percentage of farmland soils on a property. 
 
Barbara Henry explained that there are farmers in Roxbury that are interested in looking into selling the 
development rights to the State through the Community Farms Program Application.  The Town must first apply 
for a Local Important Soils Designation from the USDA as the first part of this process. The State funding is tied to 
the percentages of farmland soils on a property. The Board agreed that there is no harm in doing this if it will help 
the farmers.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to authorize Barbara Henry to send a letter to the NRCS State Conservationist stating 
that Roxbury would like assistance in the identification of farmland soils of local importance.  The motion was 
seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously. 
 
Baseball Field Update 
Barbara Henry has received no further updates from Karen Puskas regarding this project except that the 
Commission is still doing some groundwork.  
 
Bathrooms & Kitchen Hurlburt Park Update 
Barbara Henry met with Cris Busnel, the architect who is finalizing the information to prepare plans to go bid again 
for the down-sized project. She reviewed the proposed layout with the BoS. The Board agreed that a bid package 
should be developed for this proposal to go out to bid. 
 
Transylvania Road Petition Update 
Barbara Henry consulted with Paul Szymanski regarding this project. The first driveway has been cut and will 
require repaving. The trees have been taken down near the intersection. The road is coming out really nice. The 
Town Crew is doing a great job, but it has been a very time consuming project with the drainage and the 
intersection.  Chip sealing will be next.  
 
Mulch Seal Program 
This process applies road oil liquid into a road that is drying out. It was recommended that Goldmine Road is an 
ideal subject for this application. Barbara Henry reviewed the specifics of this program. 1.44 miles on Goldmine Rd. 
was quoted for $19,600 plus costs for additional material. The Board estimated that the end cost would be 
$25,000 which is less than chip sealing. The road must be shut down during the process for a couple hours so this 
will require advance notice to residents. The Board agreed they should go forward and try this process out on 
Goldmine Road this summer.      
 
Transfer Station Permits 
Those who have not received a new permit for Jul 2016 - Jun 2017 will not be permitted to dump at the transfer 
station beginning Saturday, July 9, 2016. Barbara Henry may station a constable at the Transfer Station on that 
day. The Town Clerk's Office is open Tuesday through Friday for residents to obtain these permits.  
 
Route 133 Detour 
This road project in Bridgewater will close a section of Rt. 133 beginning July 9 – 23rd. An e-mail blast was sent out 
regarding this matter.  
 
Legislative Session/State Budget 
The State is over $300 million in debt as of July 1st. A Legislative Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, July 12th. 
Senator Kane and Representative O'Neill will be in Roxbury to provide an update on the State Legislature.   
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Fire Marshal’s Report – June 2016 
No report 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to add to the agenda Police force, Roxbury Falls, CIRMA, Prevention Council and Miner 
Bridge Road Status. The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
Police Force 
Dave Coyle's certification to act as a constable expired on June 30th. He came to the Town as an Enforcement 
Officer which is something he can still do. The BoS agreed that he is excellent at what he does and would like to 
keep him on in this capacity.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to keep David Coyle on as an Enforcement Officer for the Town of Roxbury. The motion 
was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
Barbara Henry will advertise for a new constable.  
  
Roxbury Falls 
Barbara Henry reported that she visited the Falls over the weekend and found that people from Danbury had a fire 
going by the water. There were beer cans and garbage everywhere. She ticketed their cars and asked them to 
leave. She has received complaints about pot smoking, garbage and other activities going on down there and will 
have Dave Coyle patrol this site as well as our trooper and constables. 
 
CIRMA  
Barbara Henry reported that the Town is expected to receive a check for over $2,000 from CIRMA. In the past 
these funds have been used to deter risk related projects.  
  
Prevention Council 
The Drug Prevention Council of Roxbury, Bridgewater and Washington held a very successful panel about the 
opioid crisis. Barbara Henry will continue to stay involved with regard to this matter as it is a crisis that is affecting 
all communities in the state. 
 
Minor Bridge Road Status 
Russell Dirienzo requested the status of this project. He noted that he thought the Town was planning on installing 
drainage and paving this year. Barbara Henry reported that she has been waiting for engineered plans. Russell 
Dirienzo agreed to contact an engineer and oversee this project.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by James Conway to adjourn at 8:10 PM, the motion was seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried 
unanimously. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tai Kern 
Tai Kern, Secretary 

 
These minutes are not considered official until approved at the next Regular Meeting of the Roxbury Board of Selectmen 
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