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ROXBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 2, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Barbara Henry, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Present: Barbara Henry, First Selectman; James Conway & Russell Dirienzo, Selectmen; Karen Puskas and Susan 
Tuz, a member of the press. 
       
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting - April 4, 2016 
Motion by James Conway to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 4, 2016. The motion was 
seconded by Barbara Henry and carried. Dirienzo abstained 
 
TAX REFUNDS FOR EXCESS PAYMENT 
N/A 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Karen Puskas from the Recreation Commission came forward regarding the field on Apple Lane. She presented a 
map of the property noting the current field location and its newly proposed position. The proposed field will be 
staked, the fencing will be repositioned, the dugouts will be moved if possible, the field will be excavated and 
skinned, silt, sand and clay will be added and then the field will be graded. The irrigation system can be capped as 
they have no plan to use it. There will be no damage to the irrigation system. The field is expected to be ready for 
the fall.  
 
Mark Lowe will do the excavation. The $15,000 available will be used for material and labor for moving fencing and 
skinning the field. Barbara Henry advised that any purchases must come through the Selectmen's Office and a 
certificate of insurance is needed for any labor. It was noted that the scoreboard will also be moved and utilized. 
The site will be staked within the next two weeks. Ms. Puskas agreed to submit a plan for the record.  
 
COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS APPOINTMENTS   
Volunteers are being sought for the following two vacancies: 

 Recreation Commission – vacancy expiring 06/30/2017 
 NW Regional Mental Health Board – vacancy no term 

 
BUSINESS 
Mental Health First Aid Training 
Barbara Henry distributed flyer for free First Aid Mental Health certification classes on May 12th and 19th at 5:30 
p.m. She explained that a grant was available to a community educator to provide this program. The Town of 
Roxbury, Ambulance Assoc., and Congregational Church are all co-sponsoring this program. Those interested must 
go online and register for the two classes.   
 
Barbara Henry spoke about the newly formed Prevention Council of Bridgewater, Roxbury and Washington. This 
Council would like to raise awareness about the heroin and opioid crisis.    
 
Environmental Coordinator 
Barbara Henry reported that she was contacted by Jessica Patterson who would like to get involved in bringing 
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awareness about recycling. She explained the ways in which this will help the town. Mrs. Patterson would like to 
help educate the townspeople regarding the topic. The selectmen thought this would be a great idea.   
 
Transfer Station Permits 
Jimmy Hurlbut is selling Transfer Station permits which are good July-June. If purchased before July they cost $35 
and after July 1 they cost $40. Park permits for non-residents are also on sale for $45.  
 
Pavilion Update 
This project will have to go out to bid. The estimated cost of the project is @$200,000 for the shell without the 
kitchen. Russ Dirienzo explained that he would like to see the original plan for a bathroom be completed. Barbara 
Henry noted that the BoF added funds to the budget toward this project. The Selectmen agreed that someone 
should be hired to develop specs so this project can go out to bid again.   
 
Legislative Session 
Barbara Henry reported that ECS funds were cut and Roxbury's budget was drafted accordingly. Additionally, the 
towns will not be receiving a share of the 6.35% sales tax as originally promised by the State. The Town did not 
budget in accordance with the State's projections and was able to come up with a good budget where there will be 
no change to the mill rate.  
 
Town Budget & Annual Meeting 
The Town Budget & Annual Meeting will be held May 17th at 7 p.m. A Board of Education member will be sought 
to be voted upon at that meeting as well.   
 
Future Space at the Senior Center 
The Senior Center BoD and Council on Aging have discussed the possible uses for this space and determined that 
they would like the opportunity to use this space. Barbara Henry explained that the Selectmen will need to 
determine whether they want to rent this space or use it for the Senior Center.  
 
Russell Dirienzo advised that he would like to rent it to bring in revenue. If a suitable tenant is not available, then 
they can consider using the space for the Senior Center. If it is determined to be used for town functions, then 
perhaps it should be opened to the entire town and not only the Senior Center. 
 
James Conway agreed to look into possible rental uses allowed within the Zoning Regulations.  He sees this as an 
opportunity to have this entire complex designated for the seniors. The Land Trust had a good relationship with 
the Senior Center and created very little traffic. A future tenant may not work out as well.  
 
The Selectmen agreed that they would continue the discussion regarding this topic.  
 
Fire Marshal’s Report – March 2016, April 2016  
No report 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by James Conway to adjourn at 8:15 PM, the motion was seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried 
unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tai Kern 
Tai Kern, Secretary 

 
These minutes are not considered official until approved at the next Regular Meeting of the Roxbury Board of Selectmen 
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