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ROXBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 7, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Barbara Henry, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:39 PM.  Immediately following Special Town 
Meeting at 7:30 PM. 
 
Present: Barbara Henry, First Selectman; James Conway and Russell Dirienzo, Selectmen 
Others Present: Megan Hodge and the local Girl Scout Troop, Pam Southworth and Cynthia Newby  
       
Moment of Silence for Ray Crawford 
Barbara Henry asked for a moment of silent for Ray Crawford, who passed away unexpectedly in February; a 
wonderful person and volunteer who will be missed.  The Town appreciated his time on the Zoning Commission.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting - February 1, 2016 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 1, 2016. The motion was 
seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously. 
 
TAX REFUNDS FOR EXCESS PAYMENT 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to approve the following tax refunds for excess payment   

 Edward Turner - $49.33 
 Cardona DaGoberto - $32.73 
 Robin & Laura Sax - $22.74 

The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
N/A 
 
COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS APPOINTMENTS  
Zoning – vacancy expiring 12/31/2016 
It was agreed that Alternate Drew Loya should be moved up to fill the vacancy left by Ray Crawford.  
 
Motion by Barbara Henry to appoint Drew Loya to Zoning – vacancy expiring 12/31/2016. The motion was 
seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried. James Conway abstained.  
 
Zoning, Alt. – vacancy expiring 12/31/18 
It was noted that this opening is to fill the vacancy left by Alan Johnson who was moved up to a Regular Member 
last month.  
 
Motion by Barbara Henry to appoint Curtis Smith to Zoning, Alt. – vacancy expiring 12/31/18. The motion was 
seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried. James Conway abstained.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to add to the agenda Zoning, Alt- vacancy expiring 12/31/18. The motion was seconded 
by Barbara Henry and carried. James Conway abstained.    
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Zoning, Alt. - vacancy expiring 12/31/18 
This opening is to fill the vacancy left by Drew Loya.   
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Bill Horrigan to Zoning, Alt - vacancy expiring 12/31/18. The motion was 
seconded by Barbara Henry and carried. James Conway abstained.  
 
Emergency Preparedness Deputy – 4 yr. term 03/01/2016 – 02/28/2020 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Mike Josefson as Emergency Preparedness Deputy – 4 yr. term 03/01/2016 – 
02/28/2020. The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
  
Recreation Commission – vacancy expiring 06/30/2017  
A volunteer for this opening is being sought.  
 
BUSINESS 
Cady property purchase 
Barbara Henry requested the Selectmen's approval to sign the Quit Claim Deed for the Cady property purchase 
approved at tonight's Town Meeting.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to authorize Barbara Henry to sign the Quit Claim Deed for the Cady property purchase. 
The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
Proclamation for Girl Scouts 
The BoS welcomed the local Girl Scout Troop. Barbara Henry discussed how the Girl Scouts are celebrating their 
104th anniversary this month. She noted that the local troop does many wonderful things for this community such 
as preparing a Thanksgiving Basket for a family in need, decorating the annual Giving Tree with mittens and hats 
and the spring clean-up for the garden in honor of Christine Giordano.  
 
The following proclamation was read aloud and Barbara Henry noted that these girls sitting before us today are all 
leaders: 
 
WHEREAS, March 12, 2016, marks the 104th 

 

anniversary of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America, which 
began in 1912 when Savannah, GA native Juliette Gordon Low gathered 18 girls to provide them the opportunity to 
develop physically, mentally, and spiritually;  
 
WHEREAS, 1912 was also the year in which Girl Scouting started in the state of Connecticut;  
 
WHEREAS, for more than 100 years, Girl Scouting has helped build millions of girls and women of courage, 
confidence, and character who act to make the world a better place; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Girl Scout Leadership Experience helps girls discover themselves and their values, connect with 
others, and take action to make the world a better place; and,  
 
WHEREAS, through the dedication, time, and talent of volunteers of different backgrounds, abilities, and areas of 
expertise, Girl Scouts of Connecticut offers the Girl Scout Leadership Experience to more than 35,000 girls in 
grades K-12 across the state of Connecticut; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouting, celebrating its 100th year, requires girls to 
make a measurable and sustainable difference in their community, assess a need and design a solution, find the 
resources and support to make it happen, and complete the project; 
 
WHEREAS, core programs around environmental stewardship, anti-bullying techniques, Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM), and healthy living, help girls develop a solid foundation in leadership; and,  
 
WHEREAS, today, more than 59 million American women are Girl Scout alumnae and 2.7 million girls and adult 
volunteers are active members;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Barbara Henry, by virtue of the authority vested in me as First Selectman of Roxbury, CT do 
hereby applaud the Girl Scouts of the United States of America for more than 100 years of leadership and expertise 
as the voice for and of girls, proudly proclaim March 12, 2016, as Girl Scout Day.  
 
Library Board Budget Discussion 
Pam Southworth and Cynthia Newby came forward and presented the proposed Library Budget for FY 16/17. A 
packet was distributed to the BoS members and it was explained that the Library has had some challenges this 
year. The unfunded energy program for lighting came at the cost of $6,116 for four years. Barbara Henry noted 
that the Library did have an option of not going forward with the lighting proposal. The Library also lost a 
substantial donor who contributed $10,000 to $50,000 per year. Additionally, many small expense items have 
occurred such as the cost of Internet due to the loss of this free service and the State Grant for Statistics is no 
longer being provided. The Library will follow the Town's guidance for an expected 2% salary increase this year.  
 
The recent interest in the Hodge has been fantastic, but expensive. $12,500 was taken out of Hodge endowment 
to clean it up which was done with hundreds of volunteer hours. The Hodge budget was distributed for review.  
 
Cynthia Newby reported that the Library is already partnering with AgSTEM and committing to supporting them as 
they go forward. They would like to make space available for after school study time and are looking into a 
strategic plan and a new design for the library. 
 
Barbara Henry explained that Library Other line item is increasing from $16,500 to $20,800 this year mostly to 
cover pension. She discussed the request for $9,500 in Reserve for Capital and questioned if there was an 
agreement regarding Town's responsibility for the Library building. Barbara Henry and James Conway noted that 
they both remember that the Town to be responsible for the outside and questioned the request for carpeting and 
interior painting. Cynthia Newby explained that there is a 1995 document when the Town adopted building as 
public library that may include this information. Barbara Henry agreed to ask the Clerk's Office to search for this 
document. 
 
Barbara Henry explained that this year is especially challenging with a lot of State Aid being removed from the 
budget by the State. The Town is expecting cuts, but it is unknown what they will be. The Selectmen agreed to put 
forward the Library's request to BoF, but warned there may be cuts going forward as part of the review process. 
Pam Southworth advised that the Capital Requests have some room for discretion; however, it is the Operating 
Budget that they are struggling with.  
 
She reminded the Board that it is recommended that the Library does not draw more than 5% of its endowment so 
it remains sustainable. Currently the Library's draw is above 5%. Cynthia Newby reminded BoS that the Library's 
land and building were given to the Town which is one of the reasons the Town has no debt. She noted that the 
Library has held the line for four years now.  
 
The total increase for the Library being requested is $17,174 which does not include Capital Requests.  
 
Homeland Security Grant MOA 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to accept the following Homeland Security Grant MOA: 

Resolved, that the Town of Roxbury may enter into with and deliver to the State of Connecticut Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection 
any and all documents which it deems to be necessary or appropriate; and 
 
Further resolved, that First Selectman Barbara Henry of the Town of Roxbury is authorized and directed to 
execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Town of Roxbury and to do and perform all acts 
and things which she deems necessary or appropriate to carry out the terms of such documents, including 
but not limited to, executing and delivering all agreements and documents contemplated by such 
documents.  

 
The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
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Fair Housing Resolution; Fair Housing Policy; Title VI Equal Opportunity Statement; Affirmative Action Policy 
Statement 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to accept the following Fair Housing Resolution; Fair Housing Policy; Title VI Equal 
Opportunity Statement; Affirmative Action Policy Statement: 

Whereas, All American citizens are afforded a right to full and equal housing opportunities in the 
neighborhood of their choice; and  
 
Whereas, Federal Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, be given equal access to all housing-related opportunities, 
including rental and homeownership, and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; and  
 
Whereas, Connecticut Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex marital status, age, lawful source of income, familial status, learning disability, physical 
or mental disability, sexual orientation, be given equal access to all housing-related opportunities, including 
rental and homeownership opportunities, and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; 
and  
 
Whereas, The Town of Roxbury is committed to upholding these laws, and realizes that these laws must be 
supplemented by an Affirmative Statement publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal housing 
opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice.  
 
Now therefore, be it resolved; That the Town of Roxbury hereby endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure 
equal opportunity for all persons to rent, purchase and obtain financing and enjoy all other housing-related 
services of their choice on a non- discriminatory basis as provided by state and federal law; and  
 
Be it further resolved; That the chief executive officer of the Town of Roxbury or her designated 
representative is responsible for responding to and assisting any person who alleges to be the victim of an 
illegal discriminatory housing practices in the Town of Roxbury and for advising such person of the right to 
file a complaint with the State of Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) or the 
U.S. Department of Center, legal services, or other fair housing organizations to protect his or her right to 
equal housing opportunities.  

 
The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
Amendment to Cell Tower Lease 
The Town Attorney has reviewed the offer by SBA for the Cell Tower Lease located at the Transfer Station. The 
amendment includes a $10,000 signing bonus for the lease that consists of 5 terms of 5 years each and revenue 
sharing at one-half for all subtenants. Gail McTaggart recommended that the Town sign this lease upon 
confirmation of ground lease recording of SBA with the Town Clerk.  Barbara Henry complimented the Town 
Attorney for her help with this.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to enter into the amended Cell Tower Lease Agreement with SBA when the Town 
Counsel is satisfied with all the paperwork being in place. The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried 
unanimously.  
 
Response to DOJ Letter 
The Department of Justice sent a letter to over one-hundred towns including Roxbury regarding a complaint by 
people with disabilities regarding a disadvantage during referendums. It is unknown whether this complaint has 
any relation to Roxbury; however, it is not thought to be related. The Town will be joining with the other towns 
included in responding by advising that towns are following exactly what Secretary of State requires. 
 
Pavilion Update 
Ed Cady has the new plan and has agreed to provide an estimate. This plan includes a storage area, space for 
kitchen and two bathrooms. Barbara Henry will also get an estimate for the bathrooms by themselves. It was 
noted that the Town approved this project, but not the amount to fund it. The proposal will go to the Town for 
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approval once the plans and costs are determined.  
  
Public Works New Hire 
The new hire in the Public Works Department, Paul Swanson, is working out well. He was a lot of help with the tree 
work needed due to the recent storm. The storm clean-up was discussed and it was reported that a crane was 
required for a couple of town trees that fell on private properties. Also, there was some private property damage 
due to town trees.  
 
Legislative Session 
Barbara Henry reported that she is sending testimony in as much as possible regarding some of the topics being 
considered during this Legislative Session such as a municipal spending cap and the requirement of an election 
monitor. She explained that with this proposal the towns would need to hire someone to oversee their Registrars. 
The CoG fought this and was able to come to an agreement for one hire to oversee the 21 towns included in the 
region.  
  
Budget Discussions 
Barbara Henry distributed a draft budget. The Selectmen discussed the $5,000 requested by ASAP. It was noted 
that 58 Booth Free School parents and children attended ASAP programs last year and nine families from Roxbury 
received financial aid totaling $1,000. The Selectmen agreed to include the $5,000 in the budget.  
 
Barbara Henry reported that General Government is up for various reasons, the school budget to Roxbury is down 
and the Grand List increased by a small amount.  She hopes to have the completed draft to the BOS for a review 
next week.  
 
The BoS agreed to ask that the Board of Finance push out their March 15th meeting to allow for time for the 
Selectmen to finish working on the budget.  
 
Future Space at the Senior Center 
This is to be discussed at a later date.  
 
Fire Marshal’s Report – February 2016 
The Fire Marshal's Report for February was distributed and accepted.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to adjourn at 9:12 PM, the motion was seconded by James Conway and carried 
unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tai Kern 
Tai Kern, Secretary 

 
These minutes are not considered official until approved at the next Regular Meeting of the Roxbury Board of Selectmen 
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