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ROXBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 4, 2016 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Barbara Henry, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
Present: Barbara Henry, First Selectman; James Conway and Russell Dirienzo, Selectmen 
Others Present: Mark Lowe and a member of the press; Loumarie Rodriguez.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting - December 7, 2015 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 7, 2015. The motion was 
seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously. 
 
TAX REFUNDS FOR EXCESS PAYMENT 
Motion by James Conway to approve the following tax refunds: 

 Daimler Trust - $37.91 
 Daimler Trust - $204.23 

The motion was seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried unanimously. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
Barbara Henry expressed her gratitude for the townspeople's generosity this holiday season. She thanked the 
church communities, the Recreation Commission for their time, the townspeople for their donations and 
contributions to the giving tree, and Barry Burton for donating the beautiful Christmas Tree that has been planted 
in Munson Meadow.  
 
Mark Lowe reported that Karen Puskas has advised that she will need a couple months to get a field proposal 
ready for Hurlburt Park.  
 
COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS APPOINTMENTS 
Inland Wetlands, Alt. – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018          
Motion by James Conway to table the appointment of the Inland Wetlands, Alt. – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018. 
The motion was seconded by Barbara Henry and carried. Russell Dirienzo abstained. 
 
Special Constable RC92 1 yr. term 12/01/15 – 11/30/16 
Motion by James Conway to table appointment of Special Constable RC92 1 yr. term 12/01/15 – 11/30/16. The 
motion was seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried unanimously.  
 
Lake Lillinonah Authority 4 yr. term 01/01/16 – 12/31/19 
Barbara Henry reported that member Shannon Young is a very active member on LLA and unfortunately will be 
moving out of town this fall.  He has agreed to continue to represent Roxbury until he moves and has offered to 
continue on after he moves if this is permitted. Barbara Henry will consult the Town Attorney as to whether a non-
resident can represent Roxbury on the Lake Lillinonah Authority.  
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Shannon Young to the Lake Lillinonah Authority 4 yr. term 01/01/16 – 
12/31/19. The motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
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Inland Wetlands, Alt – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018 
Motion by James Conway to table the appointment of the Inland Wetlands, Alt – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018. The 
motion was seconded by Barbara Henry and carried. Russell Dirienzo abstained.   
 
Inland Wetlands, Alt – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018 
It was noted that an additional vacancy on the Inland Wetlands Commission was added to the agenda in error.  
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to delete Inland Wetlands, Alt – vacancy expiring 08/31/2018 from the agenda. The 
motion was seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
Zoning – vacancy expiring 12/31/18 
Alternate Member Alan Johnson will be moved up to a Regular Member to fill the vacancy left by John Cody due to 
his acceptance of the ZEO position. A new member will be sought to fill the Alternate vacancy.     
  
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint Alan Johnson as a Regular member on the Zoning Commission to fill the 
vacancy expiring 12/31/18. The motion was seconded by Barbara Henry and carried. James Conway abstained.  
 
ZEO & WEO effective 12/22/2015 
Motion by James Conway to appointment John Cody as the WEO effective 12/22/2015. The motion was seconded 
by Barbara Henry and carried. Russell Dirienzo abstained.   
 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to appoint John Cody as the ZEO effective 12/22/2015. The motion was seconded by 
Barbara Henry and carried. James Conway abstained.  
 
The Board of Selectmen thanked Gary Coburn for his time in the ZEO & WEO positions. 
 
BUSINESS 
Pavilion Update 
Barbara Henry reported that she met with the low bidder for this project who will redesign the kitchen/bathroom 
proposal to a smaller size with less costly materials. It was explained that this is to see if the costs can be reduced. 
The alternate plan of a bathroom and storage without the kitchen will be considered if the new design cost 
including the kitchen is not feasible.  
 
Mark Lowe explained that he always envisioned this to be a block building. He reported that at one time someone 
in town volunteered to donate the block. The Selectmen noted that they had not been presented with this offer of 
donated materials.  
 
Barbara Henry reported that STEAP Grant applications are due this month. She questioned whether the request for 
Minor Bridge should be reduced and a request for this project should be submitted.  
 
The Selectmen will await the new proposal to review the design and cost. Mark Lowe questioned the amount 
budgeted for the project. It was explained that this will be up to the Board of Finance and the townspeople.  
 
Jim Conway noted that he would like to see the cost below $175,000. He reiterated his opinion that the kitchen is 
not needed and will not support the proposal due to aesthetics and costs. However, he will go along with what the 
townspeople want. Russell Dirienzo reminded the group that this project began solely as a bathroom project. Mark 
Lowe explained that the kitchen was requested by the Recreation Commission because they found that a lot of 
people they talked to would like a kitchen and the volunteers on the Recreation Commission desire it.  
 
Barbara Henry agreed to move the new quote along so decisions can be made regarding this project.   
 
Mileage Rates 
It was reported that the IRS allowance is down to $0.54 from $0.575. The Town's current mileage reimbursement 
rate is at $0.56. The Selectmen agreed that they should reduce the reimbursement rate to $0.54 per IRS allowance.   
 
A motion was made by James Conway to reduce the Town of Roxbury mileage reimbursement allowance from 
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$0.56 to $0.54 in accordance with IRS allowance effective January 1, 2016. The motion was seconded by Russell 
Dirienzo and carried unanimously.  
 
Food Truck Ordinance 
It was clarified that this proposal is for a policy and will not be an ordinance. This policy is with regard to food truck 
vendors upon invitation on municipal property. The group reviewed the draft policy and made revisions. The 
proposed permit fee of $25 was discussed and it was agreed to reduce it to $20 for each occurrence. A final draft 
will be available at the next meeting to be voted upon.  
 
Budget Schedule 
Barbara Henry reported that departmental budget requests have been distributed. The Selectmen agreed that 
they would like to review the budget requests and will then discuss with specific departments if questions arise.  
 
Fire Marshal’s Report – November, December 2015: no reports  
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to table the Fire Marshal’s Report – November, December 2015. The motion was 
seconded by James Conway and carried unanimously.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
A motion was made by James Conway to add to the agenda the COST Annual Meeting, STEAP Grants, and Goals for 
2016. The motion was seconded by Russell Dirienzo and carried unanimously.  
 
COST Annual Meeting  
The COST Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday, February 16th. The Selectmen noted that they would all like to 
attend. James Conway will confirm if his schedule is open for that date.  
 
STEAP Grants 
Barbara Henry explained that the Town can apply for up to $500,000 in STEAP Grants. $440,000 is needed for 
Minor Bridge Road rehab. It was agreed this project is a priority and whatever necessary should be done to better 
the chance at getting funds for its completion.  
 
Generators for Bernhardt Meadow's will cost $65,000. It was noted that this is not a town owned facility; 
therefore, it was agreed that grant money should fund the generators rather than town funds.  
 
The Selectmen determined that the grant request for Minor Bridge Road should be reduced to $340,000. $95,000 
for the pavilion kitchen and bathrooms will be added to the STEAP Grant requests.  
 
Goals for 2016 
It was noted that most of what the Selectmen wanted to accomplish with regard to the large road projects have 
been completed with the exception of Minor Bridge Road. They would like to continue to maintain equipment and 
infrastructure. Russell Dirienzo stated that he would like to keep taxes down and continue to be aggressive with 
tree removal. Barbara Henry agreed to increase budget line for tree removal and noted it has been an ongoing 
process.  
 
The job description for ZEO and WEO was distributed, reviewed and accepted.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Russell Dirienzo to adjourn at 8:29 PM, the motion was seconded by James Conway and carried 
unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tai Kern 
Tai Kern, Secretary 

 
These minutes are not considered official until approved at the next Regular Meeting of the Roxbury Board of Selectmen 
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